
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



yiYo^ 




iiABJ^"* 



:7 



T'*' «^-cr-«n . 



rf H E 



HISTORY 



OF 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 



IN 


FOUR VOLUMES. 






VOL. I. 




THE 


FOURTH EDITION. 






I O N D O N: 
Paated for L. Gakdner, oppoftte Sx. CUiMirf 
Church in the Stran tt, 

^.DCCLXVUl. 



« CONTENT?: 

CHAP. V. 

(i49Uilns ho^bif»^eryikiraor^narf^*iitjichtbw^ 
as an higbfyfrepir'to bi known,r 46 

CHAP. VI. 

May be offomefervice totbe ladies^ efpecially the 
fiungerj^rt^ if well atiended-i^* ^ 56 

CHAP. VII. 

Is a medley of various particular Sy which pave the 
way for matters offHort c^eftlence. 63 

CHAP. ^I. 

Relates how by a concurrence of odd^mnfiamet^ 
Mifs Betfy was brought pretty near the crtfts 
of her fate y and the m^s bf Hiiiichjhe efcaped. 

* 75 

G li A P. IX. 

Contains fuch things as might be reafonably ese^ 
petted f a/ier the preceding adventure* 9^ 

CHAP. X. 

Gives the catajfrophe of the Oxford ramble^. 
^emd in what mannir the young iadhts fitum*d 
tc London. fo6 

CHAP. XI. 

Lays a Foundation for many Events to be pro-* 
duced by timoj and wkited for with pa^ 
tience. H^ 



C'O N tents' 

TO THE 

First Volcjme. 

C H A p. I. 

/^ IV E S the Reader room to guefs at what 
^^ is to enjue^ though ten to one but be finds 
bimfelf deceived. p. i 

CHAP. n. 

Zhews Mifs Betfy in a new fcene of life^ and 
the frequent opportuniites Jhe had of putting 
in practice thofe lejfons Jhe was beginning to 
receive from her young inftruifrefs at the board* 
ing'fcbooL 9 

C tt A P. III. 

Affords matter of condolance^ or raillery y accord- 
ing^ to the humour the reader happens to be 
in for either. 23 

C H A P. IV. 

t. Verifies tbi M f^rovirh^ that one affiiaion treads 
■ .»ff^ tJti biils 9/ anotbtr. -^S 



ir CONTENTS. 

CHAP. : XIX- 

fTiU make the reader UttU tbevftferi, . . ' 23SV 

C H A P. XX. 3 

Contains an odd accidenU » which happened to ■ 
MifsBetfy in the chyften of JVeJiminJier^ 
Abbey. 246 

CHAP. XXI. 

) 

Gives an explanation of the former^ with other 

• particulars^ more agreeable to the reader in 

. the repetition J than to the perfons concerned in 

\ them. 259 

CHAP. XXIL 

One duel begun^ and another fought in the fame 

morning, on Mifs Beify's account^ are here 

related^ with the manner in which the dif^ 

ferent antagoni/is behaved to each other. 269 

c H A P. xxra. 

Among other things neceffary to he toldy gives an 
account of the fuccefs of a plot laid by Mr. 
\Cbatfree^ for the dijcovery of Mifs Betffs 
real inclinations. 279 . 




THE 



HISTORY 



O F 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS, 



C H A p. 1. 

Giv.es the Reader ro^m to guefs at what is t$ 
enfue^ though ten to one but be finds himfelf 
deceived. 

I T was always my opinion, 
that fewer women were un- 
done by love than vanity ; 
and that thofc miftakes the 
fcx are fometimes guilty of, 
' proceed, for the moft parr, 
rather from inaqvertency, th^n a vicious in- 
clination. 1 be ladies, however, 1 2Lti\ ^wrj 
/a ob/erre, are apt to make too Vvxx\^ A- 
hwances to each other on tVua Icoi^, mv^ i 
VouL B fc^« 
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fccm better pleaf^d with an occafion to con 
dcmn than to excufe; and it is not above 
one, in a greater number than I will pre- 
fume CO menticn, who, while fhepafles the 
f^vercftcenfureontheconduftof herfriend, 
will be at the trouble of taking a rctrofpeft 
on her own. There are fome who behold, 
with i:^dignation and contempt, thofe errors 
jn others, which, unhappily, they arc every 
day falling intothemfclvcsi and as the want 
of due confidcraticn cccafions the guilt» fa 
the want of due confideration ajfooccafiong 
the fcardal: and there would bemuchicfs 
room cither for the one or the other, were 
fome part of that time, which is wafted 
at the toilet, in confuldng what drcfs ia 
moft becoming to the tacc, employed in 
•xamining the heart, and what actions arc 
moft becoming ef the charaftcr. 

Bttfy Thoughtlefs was theonly daughter 
of a gentleman of gond family and fortune 

in L e, where he conftantly rtfidcd, 

fcarce ever going to London, and cod- 
tented himfelf With fuch dtverfions as the 
country afforded. On the death of his 
wite^ he fent his little favourite, then about 
,ten ytars old, to a^boanling-fchooU the go- 
vernors ot which had tke repjtation of a wo- 
man of greatgood lenfc, fine breeding, and 
every way qualified for the well forming of 

the 



I 

I 



4 THE HISTORY OF 

lad, called mailer Sparkifh, the fon of a 
neighbouring gentleman : he had fallen m 
love with her at church, and had taken all 
opportunities to convince her of hi,s paflion: 
— (he, proud of being looked upon as. a 
woman, encouraged it — --Frequent letters 
pafled between them ; for (he never failed 
to anf wer thofe (he received from him,both 
which were fiiewn to M ifs Betfy, and this 
gave her an early light into the art and 
myftery of courtftiip, and confequently a 
relifti for admiration* The young lover 
calling his miftrefs angel and godde{s,made 
her long to be in her teens, that (he might 
have the fame things faid to her. 

This correfpondence being by fome ac- 
cident difcovered, the governefs found it 
behoved her to keep a ftrift eye upon 
Mifs Forward : all the fervants were exa- 
mined concerning the conveying any let- 
ters, either to or from her; but none of 
them knew any thing of the matter: it wa$ 
a fecret to all but Mifs Betfy, who kept U 
inviolably. It is fir, however, the reader 
fhould not remain in ignorance. 

Mafter Sparkifli had read the ftory of 
Piramus and Thisbe: — he told his miftrefs 
of it, and in imitation of thofe lovers of an- 
tiquity, ftuck his letters into a little crevice 
jbe found in the gardcrv-\?a\V^ yiVv^vi« (tve 
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puiird them out every day, and returned ^ 
her anlwers by the fame friendly breach, 
which he very gallantl) told her in one of 
his epiftles, had been made by the God of 
Love himfelf, in order to favour his fuit ; — 
lb that all the goyernefs's circumfpeilion 
could not hinder this amour from going on 
without interruption ; and cculd they have 
contented thcmfclves with barely writing to 
each other, they might, prob ibJy , have done 
fo 'till they both had been weary ; but tho* 
I will not pretend to fay that either of them 
had any thing in their inclinations that was 
not pcrfeftly confiftent with innocence, yet 
it IS certain they both languilhed for a nearer 
con vcrfation, which the fertile brain of Mils 
Forward at laft brought about. 

She pretended one Sunday in the after- 
noon to have fo "violent a pain in her head, 
that (he could not go to church: Mifs 
Bctfy begged leave to ftay and keep her 
company, and told the governefs (he would 
read a (ermon or fome other good book to 
her: the good old gentlewoman little fuf- 
peding the plot concerted between them, 
readily confented. 

No body being left in the houfe but 
themfelves, and one maid-fervant, young 
SpaikJ/h, who bad previous not\cc at v^'^^x. 
iour CO come, was let in at t\\e ^ax^^tv 
B 3 Aoo\:^ 
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door, the key being always in it. Mils 
Betfy left the lovers in an arbour, and went 
into the kitchen, telling the niaid ihe had 
read Mifs Forward to fleep, and hoped (he 
would be better when (he waked. She 
amufed the wench with one little chat or 
other, 'till (he thought divine fervice was 
near over, then returned into the garden 
to give her friends warning it was time . 
to feparate. 

They had after this many private inter- 
views, thro* the contrivance and affiftance 
of Mifs Betfy, who, quite charmed with 
being made the confidante of a pcrfon 
elder than hcrfeif, fet all her wits to work> 
to rencer herfelf worthy of the truft re- . 
pofed in her. Sometimes (he made pre- 
tences of going to the milliner, the man* 
tua-maker, or to buy fomething in town« 
and begged leave that Mifs Forward 
(hould accompany her, faying, ihe wanted 
her choice in what (he was to purchafr. 
Sparki(h was always made acquainted 
when they were to go out, and ntver fail'd 
to give them a meeting. 

Mifs Forward had a great deal of the 

coquet in her nature; -—(he knew how to 

play at faft-and-'loofc with her lover > 

and^ young Si% (he was, took a pride m 

mingling p^ia with the (k^^os^ ftve V>^- 
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ftowed. ^ifs Bctfy was a witnefs of all 
the aits the other gave herfelf on this oc- 
cafion, and the artifices (he madie life of, 
in order to fecure. the Continxiance of his 
addreflbs ; fo that thus early initiated into 
the myftery of courtfliip, it is not to be 
wondered at that when ihe came to ihe 
pradliee {he was fo little at a lofs. 

This intcrconrfe however, hfted but a 
fmall time •, — their meetings were too 
fteouentjand too little circumlpeftioii ufed 
in riiem not to be liable to difcovcry. 
The governefs was informed, that in fpite 
of all her care, the young folks had been 
too cunning for her > on which (he went 
to the father of Sparkifh, acouainted him 
with what fhe knew of the affair, and in- 
treated he would lay his commands on his 
fon to refrain all converfation with any of 
the ladies under her tuition. The old gen* 
tleman flew into a violent paffion on hear- 
ing his fon had already begun to think of 
love 5 — he called for him, and after hav- 
ing rated his youthful folly in the fcvereft 
manner, charged him to relate the whole 
truth of what had pafled between him and 
the young lady mentioned by the gover- 
nefs. The poor hd was terrifi^^d beyond 
m^afure at his father's a gcr, and con- 
fcilcd every particular of h'\s metUT\%^m>icw 
A/x6 Forward and her compatviotv \ ^^ 
B 4 ^^N^ 
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thusMifs Betfy*s fliare of the contrivance 
was brought to light, and drew on her a 
feprimapd equally fcvere with that Mifs. 
Forward had recciyed. / The careful go- 
verncfs wru)d not. entirely depend on the 
affurance^he father of Sparkifti had given 
her, and ^efol ved to truft neither of the 
ladies out of her fight, while that young 
gentleman remained fo' near them, which 
(he knew would be but a (hort time, he 
having finifhed his fchooMeaming, and 
was foon to go to the uniycrfity. To pre* 
vent alfa any future (Iratagems being laid 
between Mifs Betfy arid Mils Forward, 
fhe took care to keep them from ever, 
being alone together, which was a very 
great morti6cation to them \ but a fuddea 
turn foon after happened in the affairs af 
Mifs Betfy, which put all I have been re* 
lating entirely out of her head. 



CHAP. 



MISS -BETSY THOUGHTLESS* 



CHAP. IL 

Sbiws Mrfs Bitfy in a new fcmtof lifiy and 

the frefuent oppcrtvlhities Jbe had of futting 

in fraifiee thuft lejjfom fit was ieginhing t9 

receivifrmn her young inflruHrefs at the boards 

■ i^g-fihooL 

THO' it h certaifily neccflary to ir^ 
culcace into young girls all imagin- 
able precaution, in regard to the r beha- 
viour towards thofc of another fe;x, yet 1 
know not if it is not an error to dwell too* 
much upon that topic« Mifs Betfy might, 
poflibly, have fooner forgot the little ar- 
fices fhc had ften praftifcd by Mifs For- 
ward, if her govcrnefs, by too ftrenuoufly 
endeavouring to convince her how unbe- 
coming they were, had not reminded her 
of them. Befides, the good old gentle- 
woman was far ftricken in years; — time 
had fet his iron fingers on her cheeks — 
had left his cruel marks on every feature 
of the face, and Ihe had little remains of 
having ever been capable of exciting trofe 
inclinations (he fo much condemned \ fo 
that what (he hid fcemed to M\& ^^t^^ 
MS ^wkc oui of envy, or to (hfcv« V^et «!0l- 
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tfaority, rather than the real diAates of 

^Iruch. 

I have often remarked, that reproor» 
from the old and ugly hav^ much lefs ef- 
ficacy than when given by perfons lefs ad- 
vanced in ywrst m^ who ip^y be fop- 
Dofed not altogether ps^ft £enQbilUy thc|n- 
lelves of (he gaitie$ tiiey advUc <y(hcr9 to 
ftvpid. 

Though all the old gentlewoman iaid 
cpuld not perfwade Mi& Betfy there waf 
any harm in Mifs FQrward'9 bebayigur to* 
wards young Sparkifli, yet (he had tb? 
(Tomplaifance to liften to her with all thf 
attention %hc other could lexpc^, pf dcfirf 
from her. 

She was, indeed, as yet top young tf 
confider of the juftice of the other's rca* 
foning, and her future condud (hewed, 
alfo, (he was not of a humour to give her^ 
filf much pains in examining, or weigh? 
ing in the balance of judgment, the merit 
of the arguments ihe heard urged, whether 
for or againft any point whatfoever. Sh? 
had a great deal of wit, but was too vola* 
tile for refle£tion, and as a fhip Withojt 
fufficient ballaft, is tofs'd about at the plea^ 
fare of every wind that blow^ lb was fh*^ 
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hurried through the ocean of life, juft a$ 
each pfedomiiiant piitHon direAed. 

But I will httt ifttidpdte that gratifica- 
tion> which ought W be the reward of a 
long Cufioflty. The reader, if he has pa- 
tience to go throu^ the following pages, 
will fee into the fccret fprings which fct J 
this ftdt tn^hlne in motion, and produced 
many anions, Which Wefe afcribed, by the 
ill-judging and iftaiicious world, to cau/es 
very different from the reil ones. 

All this, 1 lay, will be revealed Jn time y 
but it would be ^S abfurd in a writer to 
rufh all at once into the cataflrophe of rhs 
adventures he would relate, as it would 
be iiDpradticabfe in a traveller to reach the 
end or a long joufney, without fometimes 
ftopping at the inns in his way to it — 
To proceed therefore gradually with my 
hiftory. 

The father Of Mifs iBetfy was a very 
worthy, honeft^ and good-natured man, 
but fOmcwhat too indolent •, and, by de- 
pending too much on the fidelity of thofe 
he entrufted with the management of his 
affairs, had been for feveral years involved 
in a law-futt ; and, to his misfortune^ the 
^verTion he had ro bufinefs renAe\e^ \v\to. 
iI6) incapable of extricating Vk\mfc\l U^tci 
B 6 \^ 
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It, and the decifion was fpun out to a 
much greater length than it need to have 
b^en^ could he have been prevailed upon 
to have attended in pprfon the feveral 
courts of juftice the caufe had been carried 
through, by Ris nnore indullridus adver- 
iary. The exorbitant bills, however, 
which his lawyers were continually drawing 
upon him^ joined with the prelling re- 
monllrances of his friends, at laft roufed 
him from that inadlivity of mind which 
had already coft him fo dear, and deter- 
mined him not only to take a journey to 
London, but likewife not to return home, 
till he had feen a final end put to this per- 
plexing affair. 

Before his departure, he went to ,the 
boarding-fehool, to take his leave of his 
beloved Betfy, and fenew the charge he 
b^d frequently given the governefs con- 
cerning her education; adding, in a 
mournful accent, that it would be a long 
time before he faw her again. 

Thefe words, as it proved, had fomc- 
what of prophetic in them. On his arri- 
val in London, he found his caufe in fd 
perplexed and entangled a (ituation, as gave 
him little hopes or ever bringing it to a 
fsv'ourabk iffuji, Th^ vexation and fa- 
4^guehc underwent on t\maccoutvt^\o\^^^ 
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vfhh the clofcnefi of the town air, 
wliich had never agreed with his confti- 
tution, even in his younger years, foon 
threw him Into that fort of cotifumpticn, 
which goes by the name of a gallopping 
one, and, they fay, is the moft difficult of 
any to be removed. He died in about 
three months, without being able to do 
any great matters concerning the affair, 
which had drawn him from his peaceful 
homf, and according to all probability 
hailenM his fate. Being perfectly fenfib)e» 
and convinced of his approaching dillb- 
lutioDj he made his will, bequeathing the 
bulk of his eftate 10 him whofc right it 
was, his cideft for, then upon his travels^ 
through the greateft part of Europe; all 
his perfonals, which were very confider- 
able in the Bank, and other public funds, 
he order*d Ihuuld be equally divided be- 
tween Francis his fccond fon, at (hat time 
a ftudent at Oxford, and Mif&Betfy ; con- 
fticuringat the fame time, as truftees to 
the faid tcitament, i^ir Ralph Trtilty, his 
near neighbour in the count ry, and Mr- 
Goodman, a wealthy merchant in the cicy 
of London \ both of them gentlemen of 
unq^Jellionable integrity, and with whom 
he hid prefeived a long and uninteirupced 
friendibip* 
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On the arrival of this melancholy news^" 
Mifs Betfy felt as much grief as it was 
pofiible for a heart, fo young and gay as 
hers, to be capable of; but a little time, 
for the moft part, fcrvts to obliterate the 
memory of misfortunes of this nature, even 
in perfons of a riper age ; and had Mifs 
Betfy been more affliftcd than fhe was, 
fomething happened foon after, which 
would have very much contributed to her 
confolation. 

Mr. Goodman having lived without 
marrying *till he had reached an age,which 
one ihould have imagined would have pre* 
vented him from thinking of it all, at 
lafl took it into his head to become a 
husband. The perfon he made choice of 
w^s called Lady Mellafin, rdi<5t of a ba- 
ronet, who having little or no eftate, had 
accepted of a fmall employment about the 
Court, in which poit he died^ leaving her 
ladylhip one daughter, named Flora, in a 
very deftitute condition. Goodman, how- 
ever, had wealth enough for both, and 
confulted no other intereft than that of his 
heart- 

As for the la.ly, tlie motive c«i which 
fhe had conft^nted to be his wife may 
eafi*y be guelTedv and when once made 

io. 
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with the clofencfs of the town air, 
which bad never agreed with his confti- 
(ution, even in his younger years, foon 
threw him into that fort of confumption, 
which goes by the name of a galli^ping 
one, and, they fay, is the moft difficult of 
any to be removed. He died in about 
three months, without being able to do 
any great matters concerning the aSai^, 
which had drawn him from his peaceful 
home-, and according to all probability 
hallen'd his fate. Being perfe<5tiy (enfiblcy 
and convinced of his approaching diiTo- 
luticm^ he made his will, beaueathing the 
bulk of his eftate to him whofe ri^t it 
was, his cldeft fon, then upon his travels, ' 
through the greateft part of Europe ; all 
his perfpnals, which were very confider- 
able in the Bank, and other public funds, 
he ordered (hould be equally divided be- 
tween Francis his fecond fon, at that time 
a ftudent at Oxford, and Mif&Betfy ; con- 
ftituting at the fame time^ as truftees ta 
the faid tcftament. Sir Ralph Trufty, his- 
near neighbour in th€ country, and Mr. 
Goodman, a wealthy merchant in the city 
of London ; both of them gentlemen of 
unqueftionable integrity, and with whom 
he had prefcived a long and uninteirupted 
friendfhip. 
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There was fbmetlung in this propofal 
which had indeed the fiCe;Of a great deal 
of good- nature and cohfideiration for mi& 
Betfy, at kaft, it fecnicd highly fo to Mr. 
Goodnun ; but as Sir Ralph Trufty was 
joined with him in the guardianihip sd 
that young beauty, and was at that tune 
in London, be thought it proper to con* 
fult him on the occafion ; which having 
done, and finding no objection on the part 
of the other, lady Mellafm, to (hew her 
great complaifance to the daughter of her 
huiband's deceafed friend, fent her own 
woman to bring her from the boarding- 
ichool, and attend her up to London » 

Mifs Betfy had never fce» this g^^eat 
metropolis ; but had heard fo much of the 
gay manner in wbich the genteel part of 
the world paf&'d their time in it, that (he 
was quite tianfported at being told (he 
was to be removed thither. Mrs. Piinks 
(for fo lady Mellafin's woman was called) 
did not fail to heighten her ideas of the 
pleafures of the place to which fhe was 
going, nor to magnify die goodnefs of her 
lady, in taking her under her care, witb 
the mod extravagant encomiums : it is rot 
therefore to be wondered at, that neither 
the tears of the good governefs, who truly 
fared her, nor chofc of her .dear rm^^'Cov 
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ward, nor of any of thole ihe left behind^; 
could give her any more than a momentary ^ 
regret to a heart fo poflcfsM with the ex- 
peftations of going ^o receive every thing 
with which youth is liable to be enchanted. 
She promifed, however, to keep up a cor- 
refpondencc by letters; which fcc did, 'till 
things, that feemed to her of much more 
importance, put her L * ■ c acquain- 
tance entirely out of her head/ 

She was met at the inn, where the ftage 
put up, by . Mr, Goodman in his own 
coach, accocnpanied by Mils Flora; the 
good old gentleman embraced her with 
tde utmoft tendernefs and aflured her that 
nothing in his power, or in that of his fa* 
mily, would be wanting to compenfate, 
as much as pofiible, the iofs fhe had fuf- 
tained by the death of her parents. The 
young ladv alf6 faid many obliging things 
to her, and they feemM highly taken wim 
each other at this firft interview, which 
|<ive the honed heart of Goodman an in* 
finite fatisfadion. 

The reception given her by lady Mel* 
la fin when brought home, and prcfented 
to her by her hulband, was conformable 
to what Mrs, Prinks had made her ex- 
peft — that lady omitting nolVv\t\% x.o 
make her certain of being ilwaj^ xx^^xa^ 

^1 
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by her with die fame affe&ion as her own ^ 
daughter. 

Sir Ralph Tnifty, on being informed 
Iris young charge was come to town, came 
the next day to Mr. Goodman's to vifit 
her.— His lady accompanied him. There 
had been a great intimacy and friendfhip 
between her and the mother of Mifs Bctfy, 
and {he could not hold in her arms the 
child of a perfon fo dear to her, without 
letting fall fome tears, which were looked 
Upon, by the company, as the tribute due 
to the memory of the dead. The con- 
jcfture, in part, might be true, but the 
flow proceeded from the mixture of an- 
other motive, not fiifpefted : — that of 
compaffion for the living. This lady was 
a woman of great prudence, P^^^* ^d 
virtue: — Ihe had heard many things re- 
hxmz to die conduct: of lady Meilafin, 
whicn made her think her a very unBt 
perfon to have the care of youth, efpeci* 
ally thofe of her own fex. She had been 
extremely troubled when Sir Kalphtotd 
her, that Mifs. Betfy was fent for from the 
country, to live under fuch tuition, and 
would fain have oppofed it, could (he have 
done fo withoi/t danger of creating a mif- 
undcrftanding between him and Mr. G od- 
man, well knowing the b\gptted reipeft 
^c Utter had for ha wfet «ad Vvo>n ^xw- 
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wilJiog he woiald be to do any thing, that 
iud the lead tendency to thwart her incli*^ 
tions. She communicated her (enQiment»» 
however, on this occafion, to no perfort 
in the world, not even to her own hu^and ; 
but reiblved, within herfelf, to take aU the 
opportunities that fell in her way, of giving 
Mifs Betfy fuch inftruftions as (he thought » 
neceflary for her behaviour in general, and: 
cfpecially towards the family in which it 
was her lot to be placed. 

Mift Betfy was now jaft entering into 
her fourteenth yeary-«-a nice «nd delicate 
^inie iff ptrfbns of her fex ; lince it is then 
they are moft apt to take the bent of in- 
predion, which according as it is well or 
ill dire(^, makes, or mars, the future 
profped 'Of their lives. She was tall, well 
fhap'd, and per&Aly amiabk, without bet- 
ing what is calied a complete beauty, and 
as fhe wanted nothing to render her liable 
to the p'eateft temptations, fo fhe ftood 
in need of the fureft arms for her defence 
againll them. 

But while this worthy lady was full of 
cares, for the well-dotr>g of a young crea- 
ture, who a|^ear'd fo deferring of regard, 
^4ifs Btt(y thought flie had the higheft 
jeafon to be iatisfied with her Cituauotv^^Vid 
iow, indeed^ could it be (idlAwmfe^r — -. 
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Udy Melkfm kept si great ^cal of com- 
pany 5 (he received vifits every morning 
from ten to one o'clock, from the moft • 
gay and polite ,of both fcxes ; -^' all the 
news of the town was talked on at her 
levee, and it feldom Happened that fome 
party of pleafure was not formed for the 
enfuing evening, in all which Mifs Beefy 
and Mifs Flora had their (hare. 

Never did the miftrefs of a private fe- 
mily indirige herfelf, and thole about her, 
v^ith fuch a continual round of public di* 
verfions. The court, the play, the ball, 
and opera, with giving and receiving vifits^ 
engrofs'd all the time that could be fpared 
from the toilet It cannot, therefore, 
feem ftrange, that Mib Betfy, to whom 
all thefe things were entirely new, fhould 
have her head turn'd with the pomifcuous 
enjoyment, and the very power of reflec- 
tion loft amidft the giddy whirl ; nor that 
it fhould be fo long before (he could re- 
cover it enough, to fee the little true feli'- 
city of fuch a courfe of life. 

Among the many topxs, with which 
this brilliant fociety entertained each other, 
it may be ealily fuppofed, that love and 
gallantry were not excluded. Lady Mel- 
JaSn, rhough turn'd of forty, had her fine 
tAMgs faid CO h^f; bat bc^Vv hcac^ttv ?ca^ 
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earth were ranfack'd for comparifons in 
favour of the beaqty of Mifs Flora and 
Mifs Betfy ; but as there was nothing par- 
ticular in thefe kind ot addreifes, and in- 
tended only to (hew the wit of thpfe that 
made them, thefe young ladies anfwered 
them only with raillery, in which art Mifs 
Betfy foon learned to excel.— She had the 
glory, however, of being the firft who ex- 
cited a real pafficn in the heart of any qf 
thole who vifited lady Mellafin 5 though 
being accultom'd to hear declarations, 
which had the appearance of love, yet 
were really no tnoxt than words of courie, 
'and made indifcriminately to every fine 
woman, (he would not prefently perfwade 
herfclf, that this was more ferious. 

The firft vidim of her charms, was 
the only foji of a very rich alderman^ and 
having a fortune left him by a relation, 
independent of his father, who was the 
created mifer in the world, was furnifti'd 
with the means of mingling with the beau 
monde, and of making one at every diver* 
fion that was propofed. 

He had fancied Mifs Flora a mighty 
fine creature, before he faw Mifs Betfy ; 
but the imaginary fiame he had for her 
was foon converted into a fincete i^tvt. fox 
the other. He truly loved Vvet^ ^xv^ ^^^^ 
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tlmoft diftraAed at tte little credit fhe 
gave to iiis profcffiotis. His perftvtraiice, 
his cnemblings whenever he approachM 
her, — his tranfports on feeing her, — 
bfs anirieties at taking leave, fo difierenc 
horn what ihe had obferved in an/ other 
of thofe who had pretended to lift dxem* 
felvcs under the banner of her charms^ at 
tcngdi convincing her of the conqudft fHe 
had made, awakened* m - her breait that 
vanity fo natural tOr a youthflil mind. S^e 
exulted,— (he plumed hcrfeif, — (he ufed 
him ill and well by turns, taking an equal 
pleafunc in rai({hg, or depreffing^ his hopes, 
andi in fpite of her good- nature, kk no fi- 
tisfaftion fuperior to that of the confciodf- 
nefs of a power of giving pain to thcman 
who loved her;— * but with how great a 
mortification this (hort-Iived triuraph^ was 
fucceeded, the reader (hall prc(ently Ite 
made fenfible. 




CWK^ 
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C H A ?• III. 

Jtffar^ maHtr of condelana^ or raitUry^ aa^d' 
wg to tbi humour tbi^ nadir hapfsns to- t/g 
in for iithtr^ 

WE oft^m fee^tbat the kis encouragf- 
i»ent » given ta the lover's fuif, 
with the mor« warmth and e^erneft ^ 
prGiecutes it; and fiiany people are api to 
afcribe this hopelefs perieverance to an 
odd perferiene& in the very mature of 
love I but foF mfi part, I rather take it 
to proceed from an amotion of furmount- 
ing difficulties: it is B6t« however, my 
province to enter into aoy diicuffion of fo 
nice a point; I deal only in matters of 
fad) and fhall not meddle with defini- 
ticn. * 

It was not 'till after Mifd Betfy had 
reaibn to believe Ihe had engaged* the 
heart oi her lover too far for him to recal 
it^ that flie. began to take a pride in tof- 
menting.hi-Ti. While flie looked oa! his 
addreflfes as of a piece with thofe who calkd 
themfelves her admirers^ Ihe had treated 
him in that manner which (Kt X.Vv^\]i!^ 
woM molk. ctfndyoe to maZ^t.VuKv w?^^ 
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fo ; but no Iboner did (he perceive, by the 
tokens before mentioned^ and manyotberSt 
that his paflion was c f the moll ferious 
nature, than (he behaved to him in a falhion 
quite the reverie, efpecially before, coip- 
piariy ; for as flic had not the leaft aflfe&ion, 

'^r even, a Fiking towards him, hi$ fub* 
miflive deportment under the moft cold, 
fomedmes contemptuous carriage, could 

^flford her no other fati^fadion, than, as 
(he fancied, it Ihewed the power of h.r 
beauty, and piqued thofe ladies of her ac- 
quaintance, who could not boall of fuch an 
implicit rtfignation, and patient fuffcring 
. from their lovers \ in particular MilsFk r4, 
who fhe could not forbear imagining 
looked very grave on theoccafion. Wftat 
foundation there was for a conjefture of 
this nature was nevchhelcfs undilcoverable 
^ill a long time after. 

As this c )urt(hip was no fccret to any 
of r e family, Mr. Goodman thought hini- 
fclf obliged, both as the guardian of Mifs 
Betfy, and the friend of alderman Saving, 
^for fo the father of this young cnamoratS 
was called) to enquire upon what footiiTg 
it flood. He thought, that if the old 
man knew and approved of his fon's in- 
clinations he would have mentiofied the 
aUiir to him^ as they frequently faw each 
ether, and it fccmed 10 Vk\mTK\x.\\« if>t 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 25 

the intere(l» nor reputation of his fair 
charge, to receive the clandeftine addreffes 
of any nnan whatfoever. She had a hand- 
fome fortune of her own, and he thought 
that, and her perfonal accomplifhments^ 
fufHciently to entitle her to as good a match 
as Mr. Saving ; but then he knew the for- 
did nature of the alderman, and that all 
the merits of Mifs Betfy would add nothing 
in the balance^ if her money was found too 
light to poife againft the fums his fon 
would be poiTciied of. This being the 
cafe, he doubted not but that he was kept 
in ignorance of the young man's intentions, 
and fearing the matter might be carried too 
far, refolved either to put a (lop to it at 
once, or permit it to go on, on fuch terms 
as (hould free him from all cenfure from 
the one or the other party. 

On talking ferioufly to the Jover, he 
foon found the fuggcAions he had enter- 
tained had pot deceived him. Young Sa- 
ving frankly confcffed, that his father had 
other views for him ; but added, that if 
he could prevail on the young lady to 
marry him, he did not defpair but that 
when the thing was once done, and pad 
rccal, the alderman would by degrees, 
receive them into favour. *• You know, 
•* Sir,*' fdid he, *' that he has no child 
•• batmc, nor any kindred for vf\vots\\v^ 

Vol,. I. C ^^ W^ 
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<< has th& leaft regard, and it cannot be 
«* fuppofed he would utterly difcard me 
*' for following my inclinations in this 
** point, cfpecially as they are' in favour 
** of the moft amiable -and deferving of 
•^ hcrfex/' 

He faid much more on this head, but it 
had no weight with the merchant : r— he 
anfwered, that if the alderman was of his 
way of thinking, all the flattering hopes 
his paflion fuggefted to him, on that fcore^ 
might be realized •, but that, according 
to the difpofition he knew him to be of, 
he faw but little room to think he would 
forgive a ftcp of this kind :-— *' There- 
*' fore, continued he, I cannot allow this 
«• love-affair to be profccuted any farther, 
•* and mufl defire you will dcfift vifiting 
•* at my houfe, 'till you have either con- 
<* quered this inclination, or Mifs Betfy is 
♦* othcrwife difpofed of.'* 

This was a cruel fcntencc for the truly 
affectionate Saving; but he found it in 
- vain to follicit a a repeal of it, and all he 
could obtain from him, was a promiie to 
fay nothing of what had pa0ed to the al*» 
derman. 

Mr. Goodman would have thought be 
Aad but half com^lt^X&d his duty, had he 
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negleded to found the inclination of Mifs 
Betfy on this account, and in order to 
come more eafily ac the truth, he began 
with talking to her, in a manner which 
might make her Ipok on him rather as a 
favourer of Mr. Saving's pretenfions, than 
the contrary, and was extremely glad to 
find, by her replies, how indifferent that 
young lover was to her. He then ac- 
quainted her with the refolution he had 
uken, and the difcourfe he had jufl: had 
with him: and, to keep her from ever 
after encouraging the addreiles of any man^ 
without being authorifed by the confent of . 
friends on both fides, reprefented, in the 
moft patheuc terms he was able, the dan- 
ger to which a private correfpondencc ren- 
ders a young woman liable. She feemed 
convinced of the truth of what he faid, and 
promifed to follow, in the (trifteft manner^ 
his advice. 

Whether Ihe thought herfelf, in reality, 
fo much obliged to the condudt of her 
guardian in this, I will not take. upon mc 
CO fay ; for tho* (he was not charmed with 
the perfon of Mr. Saving, it is certain (ke 
tooK an infinite pleafure in the aflfiduicies 
of his paifion : it is therefore highly pro* 
bable, that (he might imagine he meddled 
in this aflfalr more than he had any occa- 
fioa to have done. She hadi however^ 
C z \m 
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but Kttle time for rcfleftion on her guar- 
dian's behaviour, an accident happening, 
which Ihewed her own to her in a light 
very different from what ftie had ever 
fccn it. 

Lady Mcllafin had a ball at her houfe; 
— there was a great deal of company, 
among whom was a gentleman, named 
Gayland : — He was a man of family.— 
had a large eftatc, — fung, danced, fpoke 
French, drcffed well ; — frequent fucccflcs 
among the women had rendered him ex- 
tremely vain, and as he had too great an 
admiration for his own perfon to be pof- 
feflcd of any great fharc of it for that of 
any other, he enjoyed the pleafures of love, 
without being (enfible of the pains. This 
darling of the fair it was, that Mifs Betfy 
picked out to treat with the moft peculiar 
marks of efteem, whenever (he had a mind 
to give umbrage to poor Saving: much 
had thit faithful lover fuflered on the ac- 
count of this fop ; but the fair infliftor of 
his torments was puni(hed for her infen- 
fibility and ingratitude, by a way her in- 
experience of the world, and the temper 
of mankind in general, had made her far 
from apprehending. 

While the company were employed, 
fomc in dancing> and others in particular 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS, ig 

tonverfation, the beau found an opportu^ 
niry to flip into Mifs Betfy's hand a little 
billet, faying to her at the (Atnc time, 
•• You have got my heart, and this little 
•* bit of paper will convey to you the fen- 
•* timentft it is infpired with in your fa- 
«' vour.'* She imagining it was cither a 
fonnet or epiftle, in praife of her beauty, 
received it with a fmile, and put it into 
her pocket. After every body had taken 
leave, and (he was retired to her chamber, 
(he examined it, and found to her great 
aftonifhment the contents as follow : 

" Dear Miss, 
«• I MUST certainly be either tbe 
«« moflungrattfuljor moftconfumcdlydull 
** fellow upon earth, not to have returned 
•• the advances you have been fo kind to 
•♦ make me, had the lead opportunity of- 
«• fcred for my doing fo ; but lady Mella- 
** fin, her daughter, the fool Saving, or 
•• fontic impertinent creature or other, has 
*« always been in the way, fo that there 
•* was not a poflibility of giving you even 
•• the Icaft earned of love ; but, my dear, 
•* I have found out of way to pay you the 
•* whole fum with intereft 5 — which is 
*• this : — You mud invent fome excufe 
*^ for going out alone, and let me know 
•* by a billet, diredted for mt u Nf^tewJ^^ 
/^ the cxsL6t hour, and I w\\V ^aLVt^w ^o^'^ 
C 3 ^^ « 
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** at the corner of the ftreet in a hackney 
** coach, — the window drawn up, and 
*' whirl you to a pretty fnug place I know 
** of, where we may pafs a delicious hour 
** or two, without a foul to interrupt our 
^* pleafures. Let me find a line from you 
** to- morrow, if you can any way contrive 
*< it, being impatient to convince you 
*' how much 1 am, 

*' My dear creature, 

** Yours, &c. &c, 

J, Gayland/*. 

fmpoffiblc is it to exprcw the mingied 
emotions of fhame, furprize, and indig^ 
nation, which filled the breaft of Mnt 
Betfy, on reading this bold invitation ^ — * 
Ihe threw the letter on the ground, (he 
(lamped upon it, (he fpurned it, and 
would have treated the author in the fame 
manner had he been prefcnt 5 but the firft 
tranfports of fo juft a refentment being 
over, a conf:ioufncfs-of having, by a too 
free behaviour towards him, emboldened 
him to take this liberty, involved her in 
the utmoft confufion, and fhe was little 
)efs enraged with hcrfelf, than fhe had rea- 
/on to be with him. She could have tore 
^uc her very eyes, for Vvay\t^s /siStCXtA vc^ 
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look kindly on a wretch, who durft pre- 
fume fo far on her fuppofcd afFcftion, and 
tho* (he fpared thofc pretty twinklers that 
violence, (he half drowned their luftre io a 
deluge of tears. Never was a night paflTcd 
in more cruel anxieties than what (lie luf* 
tained, both from the affront (he had re- 
ceived, and refle(5Hon, that it was chiefly 
the folly of her own conduft, which had 
brought it oh her ; and what greatly add<^ 
cd to her vexation, was the uncertainty 
how it would bed become her to a<5>, on 
an occafion which appeared fo extraor i- 
nary to her. She hid no friend who.n 
(he thought it proper to confult ; — fhe 
was a(hamcd to relate the flory to any uf 
the difcreet and ferioiis part of htr acq lain- 
tancc ; — (he feared their reproofs for hav- 
ing counterfeited a tendernefs for a man , 
which (he was now fenfible (he ought, if 
it had been real, rather to have concealed 
with the utmoft care, both from him and 
all the world : J^-and as for lady Mellafm 
and Mifs Flora, though their conduft in« 
ijpired her not wich any manner of awe^ 
yet (he thought (he fiw fomeih'.ng in thole 
ladies which did not promifc tnvch fii^ce- 
rity, and (hewed as if they would ra:her 
turn her complaints imo ridicule,, than- 
a(rord her that cordial and friendly advice 
fhe ftood in need of. 

C 4^ **SV^\% 
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Theft were the reafons which deter- 
mined her to keep the whole thing aTecret 
from every one. At firft (he was tempted 
to write lo Gayland, and teftify her dif- 
dain of his prefumption, in terms which 
ftiould convince him how grofly his vanity 
had impofed apon him ; but (he after- 
wards confidercd, that a letter from her 
was doing him too much honour, and 
though never fo reproiachful, might draw 
another from him, either to excufe and 
beg pardon for the temerity of the for- 
mer, or poflibly to affront her a Iccond 
time, by defending it, and repeating his 
requcft. She difpifed and hated him too 
much to engage in a correfpondence with 
him of any kind, and therefore refolved^ 
as it was certainly mofl: prudent, not to 
Jet him have any thing under her hand, 
but when next (he faw him, to (hew her 
refentment by fuch ways as occafion fhould 
permit. 

He came not to Mr. Goodman's, how- 
ever, for three days, poffibly waiting that 
time for a' letter from Mifs Betfy j but on 
the fourth he appeared at lady Nlelialin's 
tea table. There were, befides the family, 
feveral others prefent, fo that he had not 
an opportunity of fpeaking in private to 
Mifs Beefy ; but the iook^ fti^ %^ve him 
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ft) different from all he had ever fcen Her 
afTume towards him, might have Ihev^n 
iany man, not blinded with his vanity, 
how mach (he was offended ; but he ima- 
gining her ill humour proceeded only from 
the want of means to fend, to him, came 
again the next day, and happening to 
find her alone in the parlour, " What 
•* my dear,** faid he, taking her in a free 
manner by the hand, ** have you been fo 
*' clofely watched by your guardian and 
** guard iannefles here, that no kind mo- 
^* ment offered for you to anfwer the de- 
** voirs of your humble fervant ?'* " The 
•* furcft guafrdians of my fame and peace," 
replied (he, fnatching her hand away, ** is 
** the little (hare of underftanding I am 
** miftrefs of, which, I hope, will always 
•* be fufficicnt to defend my honour m 
** more dangerous attacks, than the rude 
** impertincncics of an idle coxcomb/* 

Thefc words, and the air with which 
they were fpoke, one would think, fhould 
have (truck with confufion the perfon to 
whom they were direfted ; but Gay land 
was not fo ea(ily put out of countenance, 
and looking her full in the face, — ** Ah, 
" child !" cried he, " fure you are not 
•« in your right fenfes to-day : — undtr- 
•• (landing, — impertinencies,— idle cox 
«• cambj — very pleafant *\*iaviVv\ \>>i\.>^^^ 
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** my foul, if you think thefe airs become 
*^ you, you are the mod miftaken woman 
*« in the world." ** It may be fo," cried 
(he, ready to burfl: with inward fpite ac 
his infolencc, *' but I Ihould be yet more 
" miftaken, if I were cafpable of thinking 
** a wretch, like you, worthy of any thing 
♦* but contempt." With thefe words (he 
flung out of the room, and he purfued 
htr with a horfe laugh, ^ili Ihe was out of 
hearing, and then went into the diningr 
room, where he found lady Mellafin, and 
feveral who had come to vifit her. 

Mifs Betfy, who had gone dircdiy to 
her own chamber, fent to excufe toming^ 
down to tea, pretending a violent iieadr 
ach, nor would be prevailed upon to join 
the company, 'till fhe heard Gay land had 
taken his leave, which he did much fooner 
than ufua), being probably a good deal 
difconcerted ac the fhock his vanity bad 
Teccived, 
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CHAP, vr^ 

Virijiit ^e M proverb, that one affRSlion inadi^ 
upon tbi both 9f ometbor*^ 

A SMifsBetfy was prevented from dif- 
jrV covering to any one, the impudent 
attempt Gayland had. made on her virtuer 
by the (hame of having emboldened him> 
to it, by too unreferved a behaviour, fo* 
alfo the Ihame of the difappointment, and 
rebuff he had received from her, kept him- 
from faying any thing of what had palled^ 
between them \ and. this refolution,. on* 
both fides,^ rendered it very difficult for 
cither of them to behave to the other, fo asr 
not to give fome Aifpicion. Beefy could 
not always avoid feeing him,^ when he 
came to lady Mallafin's, for be would not 
a41 at oncedefift his vi(ks, for two reafons^;; 
firfl, becauie it might give occafion for 
an enquiry into the caufe ; md fecondly^. 
becaufe Mifs Betfy would plume herfclf 
on the occafion", as having,. by her fcorn,. 
triumphed over his audacity, and drove 
him from the field of battle. He there- 
tore refolved to continue his vifits for 
fome time, and to pique her, as he ima- 
gined^^dir^^lcd all the fifie thitv^^ U\^ ca5x^« 
C6( tpii^^ 
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mon-place-book was well ftored with, to 
Mifs Flora, leaving the other wholly neg- 

leaed. 

But here he was little lefs deceived^ 
than he had been before in the fentiments 
of that young lady : the hatred his late 
behaviour had given her, and the utter de- 
teftation it had excited in her towards him, 
had, for a time, extinguilhed that vanity, 
fo almoft infeparable from youth, efpe- 
cially when accompanied with beauty ; and 
(he rather rejoiced than the contrary, to 
fee him aflFe£t to be fo much taken up 
with Mifs Flora, that he could fcarce fay 
the leaft complaifant thing to her, as it 
freed her from the neceffity of returning 
it, in fome mcafure. Her good fenfe had 
now fcope to operate ; — (he faw, as in a 
mrror, her own late follies in thofc of 
Mifs Flor^, who fwelled with all the pride 
of flattered vanity, on this new imaginary 
conqucfl: over the heart of the accomplifh'd 
Gayland, as he was generally efteemed, 
and perceived the errors of fuch a way of 
thinking and afling, in fo clear a light, 
as had it - continued, would, doubtlefs, . 
have fpared her thofe anxieties her rclapfc 
from it afterwards occafioned. 

In thefe fcrious /reflexions let us leave 
Her, tor SL time, to fee in what (ituation 
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Mr. Sairing was, after being denied accefs 
to his miftrcfs. As it was impoffible for 
a heart to be more truly fmcere and .affec- 
tionate, be was far from being able to 
make any efforts for the banifhing Mifs 
Betfy's image thence : on the contrary, he 
thought of nothing but how to continue a 
corrcfpondence with her, and endeavour, 
by ail the means in his power, to engage 
her to a private interview. As his flame 
was pure and refpedful, he was fome days 
debating within himfelf how to proceed, 
fo as not to let her think he had defifted 
from his pretenfions, or to continue them 
in a manner at which fhe fhould not be 
offended. Love, when real, feldom faiis 
of mfpiring the breaft that harbours it with 
an equal (hare of timidity, — he trembled 
whenever he thought of foUiciting a meet- 
ing, yet, without it, how could he hope 
to retain, any place in her memory, much 
Itfs make any progrefs in gaining her af- 
fcAion ! at length, however, he affumcd 
courage enough ro write to her, and by a 
bribe to one of the fcrvants, got his letter 
delivered to her, fearing if he had feint it 
by the poft, or any public way to the 
houfe, it would be intercepted, by the 
caution he found Mr. Goodman had re- 
folved CO obfcrvc in this point. 
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Mi& Betfy» knowing his hand by the 
fuperfcription, was a little furprifedy as,^ 
perhaps, having never thought of him 
fince they parted, but opcn'd it without 
the lead eniiotion, either of pain of plea- 
fure : — fhe knew him too well to be undcp 
any apprehenfion* of being treated by him 
as fhe had been by Gayland, and was too 
litcle fenfible of his merit to feel the lead 
linpatlence for examining the dicflates of 
his afFcftion ;. yet, indifferent as fhe was^ 
file could not forbear being touch'd oih 
reading, thefe lines : 

«« Mofl adored of your fex,. 

" I DOUBT not but you are acquainted- 
♦* with Mr. Goodmaa's behaviour ta 
^ me •, bufy oh ! I fear you are too infen- 
•* fible of the agonies, in which my foul. 
•« labours, through his. cruel caution. — 
♦* Dreadful is the lofs of fight, yet what 
♦* is fight to me, when it prefents not 
cj you 1 — Though I fawyou regardlcfs of 
•* my ardent paffion, yet flill I faw you, 
•^ and while I did fo, could not be wholly 
*« wretched. — What have I not endured 
«« fince deprived of that only joy, for 
«< which I wifh to live ! — Had it not 
** been improper for me to have been 
•• feen near Mr. Goodman's houfe, after 
^' having httn forbid euw^nce to it, I 
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*^ Ihould have dwelt for ever in your 
" ftreet, in hope of fometimes g^ing a 
** glimpfe of you from one or other of 
•* the windows -, this I thought would be 
^< taken notice of, and might offend you r 
** — but darknefs freed mc from thefe ap- 
*^ prehenfions, and gave me the confolation* 
*^ of breathing in the fame air with you- 
•' — Soon as I thought all watchful eyes 
** were ctofed, I flew to the place, which^ 
" wherever my body is, contains my 
<' heart, and all its faculties. I pleafed 
'' myfclf with looking on the roof that 
*' covers you, and invoked every ftar to 
*' prefent me to you in your flcep, in a 
*' form more agreeable than I can hope £ 
*• ever appeared in to your waking fancy. 
** Thus I have pafied each night, and 
•« when the morning dawn*d, unwillingly 
«' retired to take that reft, which nature 
•' more efpecially demands, when heavy 
" mclancholly oppreffcs the heart. I 
•♦ flept, — but how ? — diftrafting images 
•* fwam in my tormented brain, and 
** waked me with horrors inconceivable. 
'* Equally loft to bufincfs, as to all focial 
** commerce, I fly mankind, and like 
" fome difcontented ghoft, feek out the 
•* moft folitary walks, and lonely (hades, 
** to pour 'forth my complaints. O Mifs 
•« Bctfy ! I cannot live, if longer deiwtd 
// ihe light ofyoa ! — In pu^ to ttvj ^\i.i- 
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<* ferings, permit tne yet once more to 

«' fpdak to you, even though it be to take 

** a laft fartwcl. I have made a little 

*< kind of intereit with the woman at the 

** habit-ftiop in Coveni-Gardcn, where I 

<* know you fometimes go :— I dread lo 

** intreat you would call there to morrow, 

•' yet if you are fo divinely good, be af- 

^< fured I ihall entertain no prefuming 

** hopes on the condefcenfion you fhall be 

^* pleafed to make me ; but acknowledge 

«* it as the mere efftft of that compaflion 

<< which is inherent to a generous mind. 

*« Alas! I muft be much more worthy 

** than I can yet pretend to be, before I 

•* dare flatter myfclf with owing any thing 

«* to a more foft emotion, than thofe I 

*• have mentioned. Accufe me not, there* 

** fore of too much boldnefs in this peti- 

** tion, but grant ta my defpair what you 

•* would deny to the love of 

*« Your moft faithful, 

«' And everlafting flave, 

« H. Saving. 

«^ P. S. The favour of one line to let me 
•* know whether I may expeft the blef- 
" fing I implore, will add to the bounty 
** of it. The lame haad \hdX brings 
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•• you this, will alfo deliver your coraf-^ 
•' mands to yours as above/* 

Mifs Betfy read this letter fcveral times, 
and the oftner flie did fo, the more (he 
faw into the foul of him that fcnt it. 
How wide the difference between this and 
that (he received from Gayland! *Tif 
true they both defired a meeting, each 
made the fame requeft, but the manner in 
which the former was afked^ and the ti\d 
propo(ed by the grant of ir, fhe eafily per- 
ceived were as diftant as heaven and helt. 
She called to mind the great refpeft he 
had always treated her with ; — - ffae was 
convinced both of his honour and fincerity, 
ft^d thougHt fonaethine was due from her 
on that account. In fine, after deliberating 
a little within hcrfelf; (he refolved to write 
to him in thefe terms : 

"SIR, 

« THOUGH it is my fixed deter- 

•* mination to encourage the addreflts 

" of no man whatever, without the appro- 

•« bation of my guardians, yet I think my- 

" felf too much obliged to the affeftion 

•* you have cxprefsM for me, to rcfufc you 

" a favour of fo trifling a nature as that 

" you have taken the pains to alk. I will 

** be at the place you mentiotvio-tcvw^w?^ 
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•* fome time in the forenoon ; but defirc 
•* you will expeft nothing from it but a 
" laft farcwel, which you have promifed 
*' to be contented with. 'Till then, 
" adieu.'* 

After finFlhing this little billcr, (he called 
the maid» whom Saving had made his con- 
fidante, into the chamber, and a(k*d her, 
when (he expedled he would come for an 
anfwer? To which the other replied, 
that he had appoinud her to meet him ac 
the corner of the ftreet very early in the 
morning » before any of the windows were 
op?n. « Well then," faid Mifs Betfy 
fmiling, and putting the letter into her 
hands^ ** give "him this. I do it for your 
*« fake, Nanny ; for, I fuppofe, you will 
«* have a double fee on the delivery •*• 
«* The gentleman is too much in love,'* 
anfwered Ihe, " not to be grateful.'* 

Mifs Betfy pafs'd the remainder of that 
day, and the enfuing night, with that tran- 
quility wkich is infeparable from a mind 
unincumbered with pafTion ; but the next 
morning, remembering her promife, while 
lady Mellafin and Mifs Flora were en- 
gaged with the beaux and belles at their 
levee, (he flipped out, and taking a chair at 
the end of the ftreet, went to the milliner's 
according to appointment. S\i^ dioxitsXfcA 
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not but the impatience of her lover would 
have brought him there long before her, 
and was very much amazed to find herfelf 
the firft comer. She knew not, however, 
but fome extraordinary accident, unfore- 
fecn by him, might have happened to de* 
tain him longer than he expeded, and from 
the whole courfe of his paft behaviour, 
could find no (hadow of reafon to fufpedl 
him of a wilful remiflhefs. She fat down 
in the (hop, and amufed herfelf with talk- 
ing to the woman on the new modes of 
drcfs, and fuch like ordinary matters ; but 
made not the leaft mention of the motive 
which had brought her there that morn- 
ing : and the other, not knowing whether 
it would be proper to take any notice, wa$ 
alfo (ilent on that occafion; but Mifs Betfjr 
ofaferved, flie often turned her head towards 
the window, and ran to the door, looking 
up and down the ftreet, as if fhe expe£ted 
femebody wha was not yet come. 

Mifs Bctfy could not forbear being 
fhock'd at a difappointment, which was 
the laft thing in the world Ihe could have 
apprehended. She had, notwithftanding, 
the patience to wait from a little paft 
eleven 'till near two o'clock, expcfting, 
during every moment of that time, that he 
would either come, or fend (j^mc cxcvife 
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for not doing fo : but finding he did nei- 
ther, and that it was near the hour in which 
Mr. Goodman ufually dined, fhe took her 
leave of the woman, and went home full 
of agitations. 

The maid, who was in the fecret hap- 
pening to open the door, and Mifs Bctly 
looking round, and perceiving there was 
nobody in hearing, faid to her, " Nanny, 
'* are you fure you delivered my letter 
*' fafc into Mr. Saving's hand ?** ** Sure ! 
•* mifs,** cried the wench, *' yes, as furc 
^< as I am alive, and he gave me a good 
** queen Anne's guinea for my trouble :— 
•* I have not had time fince to put it up,'* 
€onrin»tfd O^e, taking v o»Jt of her bofom^ 
«« here it is." *' Well, ihcn, what did he 
«* fay on receiving it?'* faid MifsBetfy. 
*' I never (aw a tnan fo tranfported,** re- 
plied fhe, *' he put it to his mouth, and 
*« kifsM it with fuch an eagcrnefs, I thought 
*' he would have devoured it.'* Mifs 
Betfy afked no further queftions, but went 
up to her chamber to pull off her hood, not 
being able to know how (he ought to 
judge of this adventure. 

She was foon called down to dinner, 
but her mind was too much perjplexed to 
. fuffer her to eat much. 
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She was extremely uneafy the whole 
day, for an explanation of what at prcfent 
leenied fo myfterious, and this gave her 
little lefs pain, than, perhaps, (he would 
have felt had flie been poflcfs'd with an 
equal (hare of love- *, but in the evening 
her natural vivacity got the better, and not 
doubting but the next morning (he (hould 
receive a letter with a full cclaircifement of 
this affair, (he enjoyed the fame fweet re- 
pofe, as if nothing had happened to ruffle 
her temper. 

The morning came, but brought no 
billet from that once obfequious lover :— 
the next, and three or four fucceeding ones, 
w^re barren of the fruit (he fo much ex- 
pected. What judgment could (he form 
of an event fo odd ? — She could not bring 
herfelf to think Saving had taken pains to 
procure a rendezvous with her, on pur- 
pofe to difappoint and affront her ; and 
was not able to conceive any probable 
means, by which he could be prevented 
from writing to her. Death only (he 
thought could be an excufe for him, and 
had that happened (he (hould have heard 
of it. Sometimes (he fancied that the 
maid had been treacherous; but when (he 
confider'd, (he could get nothing by being 
(0, and that it was, ou \}ci^ c^vt^x^ 
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rather her incereft to be fincere, (he re* 
jeftcd that fuppofition. The various con* 
jeftures, which by turns came into her 
head, rendered her however cxceflively dif- 
turbed, and in a fituation which deferved 
Ibme fhare of pity, had not her pride kept 
her from revealing either thedifcontent, or 
the motives of it, to any one perfon in the 
world. 



CHAP. V. 

Contains nothing vtry §dctTa9rdinary^ yitfucb things 
as an highly fropir ip hi knoum. 

I THINK it is generally allowed, that 
there are few emotions of the mind 
more uneafy than (ufpence. Not the ex- 
treme youth of Mifs Betfy, not all her nar 
tural chearfulnefs, nor her perfeA indif* 
ference for the ion of alderman Saving, 
could enable her to throw off the vexation 
in which his late behaviour had involved 
her: Had the motive been the mod mor« 
tifying of any that could be imagined to 
her vanity, pride, and reientment would 
then have come to her afliftance : — /he 
would have defpifed the author of the in* 
/uJr, an^ in time, have forgot the infult 

itfclf 
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itfelf ; but the uncertainty in Vrhat manner 
flie ought to think of the man, and this 
laft adtion of his, made both dwell much 
longer on her mind, than otberwife 
they would have done. As the poet truly 
fcys, 

'< When puzzling doubts the anxious bofom feize, 
^^ To know the worft, is fome degree of eafe."^ 

This is a maxim which will hold good, 
even when the ftrongeft and moft violent 
paflions operate ; but Mifs Betfy was pof- 
lefled of no more than a bare curiofity, 
which, as fhe had as yet no other fenfation 
that demanded gratification, was fufficiently 
painful to her* 

It was about ten or twelve days that (he 
continued to labour under this dilemma % 
but, at the expiration of that time, was 
partly relieved from it by the following 
meansw 

Mr. Goodman happnrng to meet al- 
derman Saving, i^ith i^hom he ha J great 
bufinefs, upon 'Change, dtfired he would 
accompany him to an adjacent tavern : 
To which the other complied ; but with 
an air much more grave and referved than 
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he was accuftom'd to put on, with a per- 
fon whom he had known for a great number 
of years, and was concerned with in fome 
affairs of traffic, they wcnjC together to the 
Ihip cavern. 

After having ended what they had to 
fay to each other upon bufinefs, *' Mr. 
*' Goodman, faid the alderman, we have 
•* long been friends, I always thought 
" you aiv honcft, fair-dealing man, and 
•* am therefore very much furprifed you 
^^ (hould go about to put upon me in the 
** manner you have lately done." ** Fut^ 
*' upon you fir, (cried the merchant) I 
^^ know not what you mean, and am 
*' very certain I never did any thing that 
** might call in queftion my integrity, 
** either to you, or any pne elfe.** ** it 
•* was great integrity, indeed,** refumed 
the alderman with a Ineer, ** to endea* 
** vour to draw my only fon into a clan*- 
" deftinc marriage with the girl you have 
" at your houfc.** Mr. Goodman was 
aftotiiflied, as well he might, at this accu- 
fation, and perceiving, by Ibme other words 
that the alderman let fall, that he was well 
acquainted with the love young having 
had profefs'd for Mifs Bet(y, frankly le- 
kted to him all that he knew of the 
rourtJhip, and the method he had taken 
to put a /lop to it. ^\ Thu he was 
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*• enough, fir,*' cried the alderman haftily, 
«* you ftould have toJd me of it. — Do 
^^ you think young folks, like them, 
*^ would have regarded your forbidding ? 
«« _No, no ! ril warrant you they would 
** have found fome way or other to come 
*« together before now, and the boy might 
*• have been ruined, if I had not been m- 
^ formed by other hands how things were 
«* carried on, and put it oqt of the power 
*^ of any of you to impofe upon me. 
«• The girl may fpread her nets to catch 
•* fome other woodcock, if (he canj — * 
^ thanks to heaven, and my own pru* 
•« dcnce, my fon is far enough out of her 
«« reach.** 

Mr. Goodman, though one of the btft 
natbred men in the world, could not keep 
himfclf from being a little ruffled at the 
alderman's difcourfe, and toM him, that 
though he had been far from encouraging 
Mr. Saving's inclinations, and (hould al- 
ways think it the duty of a fon to con- 
fult his father in every thing he did, ef- 
pecially in fo material a point as that of 
marriage, yet he faw do reafon for treat- 
ing Mifs Betfy with contempt, as (he was 
of a good family, had a very pretty for* 
tune of her own, and fuicable accom- 
plilhments. 

VoL.L D '•'•Xcw. 
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«< You take a great deaJ of pains to ftt 
** her oflF.'* faid the alderman^ *' and fincc 
** you married a court-lady not worth a 
«« groat, have got ail the rom9ntic idle 
«^ notions of the other end of the town, as 
** finely as if you had been bred there^ 
** A good family ! — very pkafaot i'faith^ 
*' Will a good family go to market ? ?-^ 
*< Will it buy a joint of muttoa at the 
*« butcher's ? ; — Or a pretty gown at the 
•' mercer's ? — Then a pretty fortune, your 
H fay . — enough it may be ta fquander 
<^ away at cards or. maiquerades, for a 
«* month or two. She has fuitable acconi-* 
** plifliments too?— tycs, indeed, they are 
*' luitable ones, I believe ; — I fuppofe (he 
*^ can fing, dance, and jobber a little 
** French ; but TU bchangcd if (he knows 
*^ how to make a pye, or a pudding, ofl 
f^ to teach her maid tada it." 

The reflefliioni, on lady Mdlafin, in. the 
beginning of chis fpeech, fo much incenfied 
Mr. Goodman, that he could fcarcc attend 
to the latter part of it : — he forbore inter- 
lupiing him, however, l)ut as foon as he 
had done fpeak ng, replied in terms which 
fiiewed his refcntment* In fine, . fuch hot 
words pafli^d between them, as bad they 
been younger men, might have produced 
worlc iroiifcqueAcc •, — but tVv^ ^\^vA\. of 
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both being eqaally evaporated in mutual 
reproaches, they grew more calm, and at 
laft talked thcmfelvcs into as good har- 
mony as ever, Mr. Goodman faid, he 
was forry thathe had been prevailed upon, 
by the young man's entreaties, to keep 
bis courtlhip to Mifs Betfy a fecret ; and 
the alderman begged pardon in his turn, 
for having faid any thing difrefpeftful of 
lady MellafTii. 

On this they Ihobk hands, another half 
pint of Iherry was catlled for, and before 
they parted, the alderman acquainted Mr. 
Goodman, that to prevent entirely all fur 
turc correfpondence between his fon and 
Mil's Bc:tfy, he had fcnt him to Holland 
fome days ago, without letting him know 
any. thing of his intentrons, 'till every 
thing was ready for his embarkation. ** I 
«* fent," faid he, " the night before he 
<< was to go, his portmanteau, and what 
« other luggage I thought he would hayq 
" occafion tor, to the inn where the Har- 
!' wich ftagc puts up, and making him 
** bcr called up very early in the morning, 
" told him he niuft go a little way out 
* of towij with me, upon cxtraordina y 
«* bufinefs : — he feemed very unwilling, 
«* faid he had ippoihted that morning ro 
•* meet a gentleman, and beggeU I would 
** delay chc journey to the next Aa^, ot 
D z *^ wtTv 
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*' even till the afternoon. Whatcaufed 
*' this backwardnefs, 1 cannot imagine, 
** for I think it was impoflible he could 
** know my defigns on this fcore; but 
*' whatever was in his head, I took care 
«* to difappoint it : — I Iiflened to none of 
•* his excufes, nof trufted him oat of my , 
** fight, but forced him to go with me to 
*^ the coach, in which I had fccured a . 
** couple ot places. He was horribly 
«• Blocked when he found where h^ was 
*^ going, and would fain have perfwaded 
^^ me to repeal his banifhm^nt, as he cal- 
** led it : — I laughed in my fleevc, but 
*' took no notice of the real motive I had 
•* for fending him away, and told him, 
** there was an abfolute neceffity for his 
*' departure ; ~ that I had a bufinefs of 
** the grcateft importance at Rotterdam, 
** in which I could truft nobody but him- 
** felf to negotiate, and that he would 
*' find in his trunk letters and other 
•' papers, which would inftruft him how 
V ^o aft. 

*« In fine.** continued the alderman, ** I 
«* went with him aboard, (laid with him 
«* 'till they were ready to wxrigh anchor, 
•* then returned, and flood on the beach 
•* till the fhip failed quite out of fight, 
** fo thar if my gentleman had a thought 
/^ of writing to his miftrcfs, he had not 
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«« the Icaft opportunity for it." He 
added, that he did not altogether deceive 
his fon, having, indeed, fome affairs to 
tranfact at Rotterdam, though they were 
not of the mighty confcq^utnce he had 
pretended -, but which he had, by a pri- 
vate letter to his agent there, orderecl 
fhould be made appear as ijitricate and 
perplexing as poflible, that the young gen- 
tleman's return might be delayed as long 
as there was any plaufible excufe for de - 
taining him, without his feeing through^ 
the reafon of it, 

Mn Goodman praifed the aldcrman*s 
difcretion in the whole condud: of this 
bufinieis ; and to atone for having been pre- 
vailed upon to keep young Saving*s fccrct 
from him, offered to make incereft with a 
friend he had at the poft-ofiice to flop any 
letter that (hould be diredlcd for Mifs Betfy 
Thoughtlcfs, by the way of Holland \ 
•' by which means,'' faid he, " all com- 
** munication between the young people 
'* will foon be put an end to •, he will 
** grow weary of writing when he receives 
*« no anfwers, and (he of thinking of hinx 
" as a lover, when fhc finds he ceafes to 
«* tell her he is fo." 

. The alderman was ready to \\u%\C\% c\\ 
/ friead for this propofa^ vrhicb^ Vi \% ctx- 
' D 3 xivc\> 
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tain, he made in the finccrity of his heart, 
for they no foondr parted, than he went to 
the office, and fulfilled his promife. 

When he came home, in order to hinder 
MifsBetfy from expefting to hear any thing 
more of Mr. Saving, he told her he had been 
treated by the alderman pretty roughly^ on 
account of the encouragement that had been 
given in his houfe to the amorous addreffcs 
had been made to her by his fon •, " and,** 
added he, *' the old man is fo incenfcd 
*' againft him, for having a thought ot 
*^ that kind in your favour, that he has 
*'. feni him bryond fea,— I know not^to 
" what part •, — but it feems he is never 
'^ to come back, 'till he has given full af- 
'* furance the likiiig he has ^r you is ut- 
** icrly worn off." 

" He might have fpared himfclf the 
«' pains,'* faid Mifs Betfy, blulhing with 
difdain, " his fon could have informed 
** him, how little I was inclinable to liften 
•* to any thing he faid on the fcore of lovie j 
** and I myfelf, if he had alked me the 
** queftion, would have given him the 
♦* ftrongcft affurances that words coul4 
** form, that if ever I changed my con- 
•* dition, whicl> heaven knows I am far 
*' from thinking on as yet, I fhould 
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•• never be prevailed upon to do it, by 
•* any merits his fon was poffcfled of,*' 

Mr. Goodman congratulated her on the 
indifference flic expreffcd, and told her, 
he hoped flie y/ould always continue in thi^ 
fame humour, 'till an offer which promifcd 
morefacisfadtioo in marriage Hiould happen 
to be made. : 

Nothing more was faid on this head ; 
but Mifs Betfy, upon' ruminating on «vhac 
Mr. Goodman had related, eafily imfagincd^ 
chat the day in which he had been fenc 
away, was the fame on which he had ap- 
pointed to meet her, and therefore excufed 
lis not coming as a thing unavoidable ; 
yec as flie knew not the precautbn hi^ 
lather had taken, was not fo ready to for- 
give him for not fending a line to prevent 
her waiting fo long for him at the habit- 
fliop. She could not however, when (he 
reflcfted on the whole tdnour of his de- 
portment to her, think it pofiible he 
ihould all at once become guilty of wil« 
fully omitting, what even common gpod 
manners and decency required. She fooii 
grew weary, however, of troubling her- 
felf about the matter, and a very few 
days ferred to make her lofe even the 
memory of it. 

D4 c^a.K^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

May hi of Jotm Jirvice to the ladiis^ ejpicially thi 
younger forty if well attended to. 

MISS Betfy had now no pcrfon that 
profefled a ferious paflion for her^ 
_ flic had yet never fecft the man 
capable of infpiring her with the leafl: emo* 
tions of tendernefs, (he was quite eafy as to 
that point, and wifhed nothing beyond 
Iprhat «ie ;cmaycd» the pleaf^ 
ihe waii^^N^ handfome, and gallanted atxHit 
by a great number of thoic, Irho go by 
the name of very pretty fellows. Pleafed 
with the praife, Ihe regarded not the con^ 
dition or merits of the praifed, and fuSered 
lierfelf to be treated, prefented, and *fquir*d 
about to all public places, either by the 
rake, the man of honour, the wit, or the 
fool, the married, as well as the unmarried, 
without diftindion^ and juft as either fell 
^n her way,. 

Such a condud as this could not fail of. 

laying her open to the cenfurc of mali-. 

cious tongues : — the agreeablenefs of her 

oerfon, her wit, and the maw^ accom- 
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plifhments Ihe was miftrefs of, made her. 
envied and hated, even by thole wh j pro- 
fefTed the grcateft friendfhip for hen Se* 
vcral there were who, though they could 
fcarcc fupport the vexation it gave them 
to (ee her lb much preferred to tliemfclves, 
yet chofe to be as much with her as pof- 
fiblc, in the* cruel hope of finding iome 
frelh manner whcrcwich to blall her repu^ 
cation. 

Certain it is, that though (lie was as far 
removed, as innocence itfelf, from all in- 
tent or wi(h of commiting a re4l ill, yet 
fbc paid too little regard to the appear- - 
ances of it, and faid and did many things 
which the aAually criminal would be more 
cautious to avoid. Hurried by an excels 
of vanity, and that love of pleafure fo lu* 
taral to youth, (he indulged herfelf in li- 
bertiesy of which ftie foreiaw not the con* 
fequences. 

Lady Trufty, who fincerely foved her^ 
both for her own fake, and that of her 
deccafcd mother, came more often to Mr. 
Goodman's than otherwife (he would have 
done, on purpolc to obfcrve the behaviour 
ofMifs Betly 5 ihe had heard iome ac* 
counts, which gave her great dilfatisfac- 
tioD f but as fire was a wocnau ol ^tvvtx.w* 
tic V Ibe caCily perceived > ifiaL "^Xixtv \^- 
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proof was not the way to prevail oa her 
to reclaim the errors of her con^uft \ — 
that (he muft be infenAbly weaned from 
w;hat, at prefent, fhp cook lb much dt« 
light in^ and brought into a diSererit man- 
ner of livings by ways which (hbuld rar 
ther feem to flatter than check her vanity : 
Ihe therefore carneftly wiihcd to get her 
down with her into L— — — — c, where 
flie was foon going herfelf ; but'knew not 
how to aOc her without making the fame 
invitation to Mifs Flora, whpfe company 
Ihe no way defired, and whofc example 
fhe was fenfible had very much contri- 
buted to give Mifs Betfy that air of levity, 
which rendered her good fenfc almofl ukr* 
lefs to her. 

This worthy lady happening to, find her 
alone one day, (a thing not very ufual) Ihc 
afkcd, by way of founding her. inclina* 
tion, if fhe would not be glad to fee 
L e again ; to which (he replied, 

tliat there were many people for whoth (he 
-had a very great refpeft, but the journey 
w^s too long to be taken merely on the 
fcore of making a (hort vifit ; for (he 
owned (he did not like the country well 
enough to continue in it for any length of 
time. 
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Lady Trufty Wowld faJn have pcrruaded 
her into a better opinion of the place (he 
was born in, and which nioft of her fa- 
mily had pafsM the grcafeflf part of their 
lives in ; but Mifs Betfy was not- to Ife 
argued int6 any tolerable ideas of it, and 
plainly told her hdyfbip, that what (he 
called a happy tranquil manner of fpend- 
ing ones days, feemed to her little better 
th^ being buried alive. 

From declaring her aver(ion to a coun- 
try life, (he ran into fuch extravagant en- 
comiums- on thofe various amufements, 
which London every day prefented, that ^ 
lady Truily pejrceived it would not be 
without great difficulty (he would be^ 
brought to a more juft way of thinking : 
Ihe concealed, however, as much as pof- 
fible, the concern it gave her to hear her 
exprefs herfelf in this manner, contenting 
herfelf with faying, calmly, that London 
was, indeed, a very agreeable place to live* 
in, efpccially for young people, and the- 
pieafures it afforded were very elegant ; *" 
** but then, faid (he, the too frequent 
" repetition of them, may fo much en-» 
•• grofs the mind, as to take it off" from 
** other objefts, which ought to have their 
•^ fliare in it : befides, coi\tic\we.d XV\^^ 
'* there arp but too trequervt i^ioo\%^ xJ^^^. 
D 6 ^'^ ^xw 
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*« an innate principle of virtue is not al- 
•< ways afumcientguardagainft the many 
** (hares laid for it, under the Ibew of in* 
" noccnt pleafurcs, by wicked anddefign- 
*^ jng perfons of both ftxes i nor can be 
*• cftecm'd prudence to run ones fclf into 
*^ dangers merely to 0iew our ftrength in 
^ overcoming them ; nor, perhaps, would 
** even the viftory turn always to our 
** glory 5 the world is cenforious, and 
«* fcldom ready to put the beft conftruc- 
** tion on things •, fo that reputation may 
♦• fuffer, though virtue triumphs." 

Mifs Betfy liftened to all this with a 
good deal of. attention, — the impudent 
attempt Gayland had made on her, came 
ffelh into her mind, and made this lady's 
Itmonftrances fink the deeper into it. 
The power of reflcftion being a little 
awakened in her, fome freedoms alfo, not 
altogether confiftent with ftrift modcfty, 
which others had cffer'd to her, convinced 
her of the error of maintaioing too little 
referve ; fhc thank'd her kind advifer, and 
promifed to obferve the precepts jQie had 
-given. 

Lady Tiufty, finding this good effeft 

of what (he had faid, ventured to proceed 

Jo far as to give fome hints, that the 

co.idudk of Mifs Flora Vvsid ttcxv Szx ^torcv 
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btamelels ; and thepefiocet purfued Che» I 
(hould be glad, inethinks» to fee you fepa- 
rated from that young lady, though it 
were but for a fmall time ; and then gave 
her to underftand, how great a pleafure it 
would be to -her, to get her down with 
her to Li ■ e , if it could be any way 
cootrivedy that ihe fhould go without Mifs 
Flora. 

" As I have been fo long from home, 
" (faid Ihe) 1 know I (hall have all the 
♦* gentry round the country to welcome 
«* me at the return, and if you (hould 
** find the company lefs polite, than ihof'e 
<< you leave behind, it will, at leaft, diver- 
** fify the Icene, and render the entertain- 
** ments of London new to yoti a fecohd 
" lime, when you come back.** 

Mifs Betfy found in herfelf a (Irong in* 
clination to comply with this propofal, and 
told lady Trufty, (he (hould -think heifelf 
happy in paffing the whole futnmcr with 
her ; and as to Mifs Flora, the feme offer 
might be made to her, without any danger 
of her accepting it. ** I am not of your 
*^ opinion, faid the other ; the girl has no 
*• fortune, but what Mr. Goodman fliall 
** be pleafcd to give her 5 which cannot 
** be very confiderable, as he has a ue^tv^ni 
" in f/jcJEaft-Indics,whom\\e\5.t,>LVt«TivT\^ 



,6t THE HISTORr OP 

<* fond aty and will make hia^hdr. Ladjr 
«« Mella&n would, therefore, catch at the 
«« opportunity iA (ending her daughter to 
^ a place where there are fo- many gentle-^ 
^ men of eftates, among whcnn ihe might 
U have a better chance for geti^mg a hu9^ 
" band, than (he can have in London^ 
** where her chara&cr would fcarce enciclc 
*' her to fuch a hope. I will, however^ 
•' (purfued (he) run the nfque, and chofe 
" rather to have a gueft whofe company 
** I do not fo well approve of, than be de- 
** prived of one 1 fo much value. 

Mife Bctfy teftified the fenfe Ihe had of 
her ladylhip's goodnefs, in the mod grate- 
ful and obliging terms, and lady Mellafin 
and Mifs Flora coming home foon after^ 
lady Trufty faid, (he was come on purpofe 
to aflc permiflSon for Mifs Flora and Mife 
Betfy to pafs two or three months with her 
down in L e. 

Lady Mellafin, as the other had ima« 
gincd, fecmcd extremely pleafcd with the 
invitation, and told her, (he did her daugh- 
ter a great deal of honour, and (he would 
rake care things (hould be prepared fw 
both the young ladies to attend her, on her 
fetting out. Lady Trufty then told her, 
//jc bad fixed the day for it, vjKich was 
^bout a fortnight after t\us coxwe\fex\c«\^ 

2ixA 
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afid fome other. matters relating to the 
jovuroey being regulated, took ker leave^ 
highly pleafed with the thoughts ot get- 
ting Mifs Betfy sl place, where (he fhould 
h^ve an opportuoicy of u£ng her ucmoft 
endeavours to J Improve the good ihe found 
in her difpofuiot^, and of weaning her, by 
degrees, from any ill habits (he might 
have contra^d m that Babel of mixed 
company flic was accuftomed to at Lady 
Mellafm's. 

CHAP. VII. 

Is a medley of various particulars^ which pavi the 
way for matters of more confequence. 

MISS Flora had now nothing in her 
head, but the many hearts Ihe ex- 
pefted to captivate, when fhe fhould ar- 
rive in L^ — — e \ and Lady Mellafin, 

who foothed her in all her vanities, rcfolved 
to fpare -nothing which (he imagined would 
contribute to that purpofc, Mifs Betfy, 
who had the fame ambition,, though for 
different ends, made it alfo pretty much 
her ftudy to fet off, to the befl advantage, 
the charms (he had received from nature, ^ 
The important article oi Axtfe ^v^-^ tx^- 
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grbOfed the whole convcrfation of thefe 
ladies^ The day afcer that in which lady 
Trufty had made the invitation to the twa 
young ones^ Lady Mellafin went with them 
to the, mercer's to boifome filks; flie 
pitched on a very genteel new-falhioned 
pattern for her daughter ; but chofe one 
for Mifs Betfyy which^ though rich, feemed 
to her not well fancied ; ibe teftifkd her 
difapprobation, but lady Mellafin. faid fo* 
much in the praife of it, and the mercer, 
either to pleafe her, or becaufe he was de- 
firous of getting it fold, afTured Mifs Betfy 
that it was admired by every body, that it 
was the neweft thing he had in his (hop, 
and had already fold (cveraf pieces to la- 
dies of the firit quality : all this did not 
argue Mifs Betfy into a liking of it ; yet 
between them ihe was over perfwaded ta 
have it. When thcfe purchafes were made^- 
they went home, only flopped at the 
mantua maker's in their way, to order her 
to come that afternoon •, lady Mellafin did . 
no more than fet them down, and thea 
went on in the coach to make a vifit» 

The young ladies fell to rev^ew^ng their 
filks V but Mifs Betfy was no way fatisfied 
with her's : tlie more fiie looked upon it^ 
the worfe it appeared to her. *« I Ihall 
*• never wear it with any pleaCut^^ {W.d 
ift^i / wifh the rrian had k \tt V\\^ ftvo^ 

^* a%i\x\t 
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« agaioi for I think it quite ugly.'* Mift 
Flora told her, that (he wondered at her^ 
that the thing was perfectly handfome, 
and that my Lady's judgment was never be- 
fore called in queftion- ** That may be^ 
** replied Mifs Betfy ; but certainly every 
** one ought to pleafe their own fancy in 
*' the choice of their cloaths 5 for my parr, 
** I fhall never endure to fee myfelf in it.** 
** Not when their fancy happens to differ 
** from that of thole who know better than 
** themfelves what is fit for them, cried 
<« Mifs Florae and bcfidcs, have the power 
*• over them.** She fpokc this with fo much 
pertnefS) that Mils Bctfy, who had a violent 
fpirit, was highly provoked. ** Power over 
^ them I cried flie^ I do not know what 
^^ you meaiH Mifs Flora ; Mr. Goodmans 
«* is one of my guardians indeed ; b\it I 
«• don*t know why that (hould entitle his^ 
** lady to direft me in what I (hall wear.** 

Mr. Goodman, who happened to be 
looking over fome papers in a little clofet 
he had within his parlour, hearing part of 
this difpute, and finding it was like to grow 
prttty warm, came out, in hopes of mo- 
derating it.' On hearing Mifs Betf)*s com* 
plaint, he defired to fee the filk ; which 
being fhewn him, ** I do not pre.end, 
** faid he, to much underftanding in thefe 
^ ibiffgs i huty methinks, 11 \s nw>j \v\\A- 
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" fome," «* It would do well enough M 
<* wint^T, Sir, replied Mifs Betfy; butit 
^* is too hi :t and heavy for fummer ; be- 
^ fider., itis (6 thick andclumfey, it would 
^^ make me look as big again as I am : 
*• ril not wear it, I am refolved, in the ' 
** country, whatever I do when I come to 
*• town, in the dark weather/* 

« Well, faid Mr. Goodman, I will 
•• fpcak to my Lady to get it changed 
" for fomcthing elfe.'* *' Indeed, Sir, 
*' cried Mifs Flora, I am fore my mamma 
•> will do no fuch thing, and take it very 
^* ill CO hear it propofed." You need not 
•* put yourfclf in any hear, replied Mifa 
«* Betfy, I don't dcfirc ihe fhould be 
•^ troubled any farther about it j but. Sir/* 
continued flie, turning to Mr. Goodman, 
^* I think I am now at an age capable of 
** chooling for myfelf, in the article of 
•• dre(s 5 and as it has been fettled between 
«* you and Sir Ralph Trufty, that out of 
** the income of my fortune, thirty pounds 
*» a year fliould be allowed for my board, 
** twenty pounds for my pocket cxpences^ 
^ and fifty for my cloaths, I think I ought 
** to have the two latter entirely at my own 
<^ difpofal, and to lay it out as I think fit, 
<( and not be obliged, like a charity child, 
«• ro wear whatever livery my benefaftor 
^ /hdJJ be pleafed to order;*. S\vt t^oWt 
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this with fo much fpleen, that Mr. Good* 
man was a little nettled at it, and told her, 
that what hfs wife had done was out of 
•kindnefe and good-will-^ which fince fhc did 
not take as ic was nrieant^ fhe (hould have 
her money to do with as (he would. 

** That is all I defire, anfwered fliev 
** therefore be plcafcd to Jet me have 
" twenty guineas now, or, if there does not 
^^ remain fo much in your hands, I will 
\^ alk Sir Ralph to advance it, and you 
** may return itxp him when you fettie ac- 
•* counts."' *• No, no, (cried the mcN 
chant haftily) " I fee no rcafon to trouble 
^* my good friend. Sir Ralph, on fuch a 
«« frivolous matter. Yau ihall have the 
<« fum you mention, Mifs Betfy, whether 
<* fo much remains cue qf the hundred* 
«« pounds a year fet apart for your fub^- 
^« uftence, or not, as I can but deduft it 
«« out of the next payment j hue I would 
M have you manage with difcretbn, for 
«5 you may depend, that the furplus ot 
*^ what was at firft agreed upon, fluU not 
'* be broke into, but laid up to increaiJt 
«* your fortune, which, by the time yoi» 
« come of age, I hope, will be pretty 
<* handfomely improved.'* 

Mifs Betfy then a0ured him^ that fhe 
doubted not of h\s zeal for htt \sk\i^^^<i^sA 
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hoped (he had not offended him in any 
thing (he had faid. «' No, no,*' replied, 
he, *' I always make allowances? for the 
•' little impatiencies of perfons of your 
*• fex and age, efpecially when drefs is 
** concerned/' In fpeaking thefe words 
he opened his bureau, and took out twenty 
guineas, which he immediately gave her, 
making her firft fign a memorandum of 
it, Mifs Flora was all on fire to have of- 
fered fomething in oppofition to this» but 
durft not do it^ and the mantua-maker 
that inftant coming in, (he went up (lairs, 
with her into her chamber, leaving Mi(s 
Betfy and Mr. Goodman tether ^ the 
former of whom, being eager to go about 
what (he intended, ordered a hackney coach 
to be called, and taking the filk with her^ 
went diredlly to the (hop where it wai 
bought. 

The mercer at firft feemed unwilling to 
take it again ; but on her telling him; (he 
would always make ufe of him for every 
thing (he wanted in his way, and would 
then buy two fuits of h;m, he at laft con- 
fented* As (he was extremely curious in 
every thing relating to her fhape, (he made 
. choice of a pink-coloured French luftring, 
to the end, that the plaits lying flat, would 
Aew the beauty of her wa\ftc to more ad- 
vwtdge ; sind to atone tor the ft:\^Vvtv\tfe 
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43f the fi k, purchafd as much of it as 
wouJd flouni c thjc flcevcs and tiie petticoat 
from top to bottom : * flic made the 
mercer alio cut off a iulBcienc quantity of 
a rich green Venetiair fatiin, to make her 
a riding-habit -, and as (he came home 
bought a filver trimming for it of Point 
D'Efpagne ^ all Which, with the filk flie 
difliked in exchange, did not amount to 
the money (he had receired from Mr; 
Goodman. 

On her return, (he a(ked the footman, 
who opened the door, if the mantua-maker 
was gone y but he not being able to in- 
form her, (he ran haftily up (lairs, to 
Ai£rs Flora's chamber, which, indeed, was 
alfo her own ; for they lay together : (he 
was about to bounce in, but found the 
door was locked, and the key taken out 
on the in(ide. This very much furprifed 
her, efpecially as (he thought (he had 
heard Mifs Flora's voice, as (he was at the 
top of the ftair-cafe : wanting, therefore^ 
to be fatisfied who was with her, (he went 
as foftly as (he could into Lady Melladn's 
dreflfing room, which was parted trom 
the chamber but by a flight wainfcoat : (he 
put her ear clofe ro the pannel, in order 
to difcover the voices of them that fpoke, 
and Hnding, by fome light that cd^xNfi. 
through a crack or flaw xxa x!hfc >ww^^* >>k:i 
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leyes, as wiell as ears^ contributed to a diA 
CO very (he little expefted. In fine^ fht 
plainly perceived Mifi Flofa^ and a maii 
rik off the bed ; (he could not at -firft di^ 
cern who he was^ but^ on^ his returning to 
go out of the room, kn^ew him to be no 
other than Gay land. They went out of 
the chamber together as gently as they 
could ; and though Mifs Betfy might, by 
caking thtee fteps^- have met thent in thh 
paiTage, and have h^d an opportunity of 
revenging herfelf on. Mifs flora for the 
late airs Aiiihad given heifelf, by (hewing 
how near (he was^ to the (bene of infamy 
(he had been afting 5 yet the (hock (he 
felt herfelf, on being witnefs of ity kept 
her immoveable for fome time, and (he 
fuffercd them to depart without the mor^ 
tification of thinking any one knew of 
their being together m the manner they 
were. 

This young lady, who though, as* I 
have already taken notice, was of too vo^ 
iatile and gay a dKj^oHeion, hated any 
thing that had- the leaft tihdure of inde- 
cency, was fo much difc oncerted at the. 
dilcovery (he had made, that (he had not 
power to ftir ftom the place (he was in^ 
much lefs to refolve how to behave in this 
aiFair; rhdt is, whether it would be bc(t^ 
crnoc, to Jet Mifs Flow know ftie^^wi 
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the fecret of her (hamc^ or to fufFer her M 
think herfi^if fecure* 

Sbe wa«» however^ beginning to medi^ 
Utc on this poins, when ihe heard Mils 
Flora come up ftai^St calling at every ftep, 
«* Mife Bctfy ! — Mifs Bctfy ! — where are 
«* you?'* Gayland was gone, and his 
young miftfefs being told Mifs Betfy was 
cQoie home, gueffed it was fhe who ha4 
given, an interruption to their pleafures^ 
by coniing to the door ; fhe, therefore^ as 
fhe could not imagine her fo perfcflly con* 
vincedf contrived to difgui^ the whole^ 
and worft of the truth, by revealing a part 
of it; and 9S foon as ihe had found her, 
** Loid, Mifs Betfy!'* cried flie, withan 
unparalelled aflfurance, ^^ where have you 
** been ?««-*-how do you think I have beea 
«V fervod by that curfed toad Gayland ? 
•* he came up into our chamber, whert 
** the mantua-maker and I were, and as 
** foon as fhe was gone, locked the door, 
'^ and began to kifsi asd toufe mt fo, that 
<< I proteft I was frighted alrviofl out of 
•* my wits. The i evil meant no harm^ 
•' though, I believe, for I got rid of him 
<* eafy enough ; but I wifh you had rapp*(J 
^^ heartily at the door, an J obii;: e 1 him 
*< to open it, that we both might have 
" rated him for his impudence/' " Socuq 
y people hdve a. great deal oi iiM^v^^^xvc^> 
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♦* indeed,** replied Mifs Betfy, aftonifliied 
at her manner oi bearing it off/' *• Aye, 
** fo they have, my dear,*' rejoined the 
other with a carelefs air ; ^< but, prithee^ 
•• where have you been rambling by your* 
" felf ?'• « No farther than Bedfoix!. 
♦* ftrcet, anfwered Mifs Bctfy : you may 
•* fee on what errand," continued flie, 
pointing to the filks which fhe had laid 
down on a chair. Mifs Flora preientlf 
ran to the bundle, enmined what it con« 
tailed, and either being in a better hu* 
mour, or afTeding to be fo, than when 
they talked on this head in the parlour, 
teflified no difapprobation of what (he had 
done ; but, on the contrary, talked to 
her in fuch foft obliging terms, that Mifs 
Betfy, who had a great deal of good-nature, 
when not provoked by any thing that 
feemed an affront to herfelf, could not find 
in her heart to fay any thing to give her 
confufion. 

When Lady Mellafin came home, and 
was informed how Mifi Betfy had be* 
haved, in relation to the filk, fhe at firft 
put on an air full of refentment ; but find- 
ing the other wanted neither wit nor fpirit 
to defend her own caufe, and not caring to 
break with her, efpecially as her daughter 
w^ going with her to L ■ e, foon 

grew more moderate, an^, a^ Vtv^Vv^ 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 73 

affeded to think no more of it. Certain 
it is^ however, that this aSairy filly 0i it 
was, and, as one would think, inugnifi- 
cant in itfelf, lay broiling in the minds of 
both mother and daughter, and they waited 
only for an opportunity of ventmg theii; 
i^ite, in fuch a manner, as fhould not 
make them appear to havt the leaft tin&ure 
of fo foul and mean a paflion ; but af; 
neither of them were capable of a fincere 
friendfliip, and had no real regard for anj 
one befides themfelves, their difpteafurc 
was of litde confequence. 

Preparations for the joi^riiey of the 
young ladies, feemed, for the prelent, to 
employ all their thoughts, and diligence 
enough was ufcd to get every thing ready 
againfl: the time prefixed, which wanted 
but three days of being expired, when an 
vnforefeen accident put an entire flop to 
it. 

MifeBetfy received a letter from her 
brother Mr. Francis Thoughtlefs, accom- 
panied with another to Mr. Goodman, ac* 
quainting them, that he had obtained 
leave from the head of the college, ro pafs 
a month in London; that he fhould fet 
out from Oxford in two days, and hoped 
to enjoy the fatisfadion ot being with them 
in twelve hours after tVusktttt* "^V^x. 

Vol. L E. ^wJi^ 
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.could flic now do ? it would, haye beco a 
fin« not only againll natural affedion^. but 
againft the rules of common good man-* 
ners, to have left the town, cither on the 
news of his vrival, or ^mpuediatcly after 
it ; nor could lady Trufty cxpcd, pr dip- 
fire flic ihould entertain a thought of do- 
ing fo: ftie was too wife acid too gopd 
not to confider the intercft of families ve^ 

' much depended on the itrift union amoqg 
the branches of it; -and that the natural ^ 
fedion between brpfhcrs and fiAers^ cpu)d 
not be too much cultivated. F^r, there- 
fore, from infilling on the promife Mifs 
Betfy had. made of going with her into 

; the country, flic congratulated her on th^ 
happy difappointment, and told Rbr, tli^t 
flie fliould receive her with a double fatis- 
faftion, if, after Mr. Francis returned to 
Oicfvrd, flic would coa^ and p^ife what 
then remained of the (ummer-feafpn with 
her. This, Mifs Betfy aflured her lady- 
fliip, flic would do 5 fo that, according to 
all appearance^ the beneiits flie might have 
received, by being under the eye of fo ex- 
jcellcnt an inftruftrcfs, were but delayed, 
not lo& 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Rilate{ b9W by a concurrence of odd circumflancefj 
Mifs Bitfy was brought pretty near the crifts 
ofherfate^ and the means by which Jhe efcaped. 

MR. Francis 't'houghtlcfs arrived in 
town the very evening before the 
<lay in vhich Sir Ralph Trudy and bis lady 

were to fet out for L e. They had 

not feen this young eentleman fince the 
mdancholy occafion of his father's funeral, 
and would have been glad to have fpent 
Ibme time with him ; but could no way 
put off their journey, as word was fent 
of the day in which they expeded to be at 
home : Sir Ralph knew very well^ that a 
great number of his tenants, and friends, 
would meet him on the road, and a fetter 
would not rtach them foon enough to pre- 
vent them from being difappointcd : they 
fupped with him, however, at Mr. Good- 
man's, who would not permit him to have 
any other home than his houfe, during his 
ftay in town. Lady Trufty, on taking 
leave of Mifs Betfy, faid to her, (he hoped 
file would remember her promife when 
her brother was returned io Ox{Qtd\ ox\. 
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which (he replied, that (he could not be 
fo much an enemy to her own happlnels 
us to fail. 

Mifs Betfy and this brother had been 
always extremely fond of each other, and 
the length of time they had been afundcr, 
and the improvement which that time had 
made in both, heightened their mutual fa* 
ti3fa£lion in meeting. 

All that troubled Mifs Betfy now, was, 
that her brother happened to come to Lon- 
don at a feafon of the year, in which he 
could not receive the Jeafl: fatisfaftion ; 
the king was gone to Hanover, all the 
foreign minifters, and great part of the 
nobility attended him; and the reft were 
retired to their country feacis ; fo that an 
entire ftop was put to all public diver-^ 
lions worth feeing. There were no plays, 
no operas, no mafquerades, no balls, no 
public ihews, except at the little theatre 
in the Hay-market, then known by the 

name of F g*s fcandal-ihop; bccaufe 

he frequently exhibited there certain drolls, 
or, more properly, inveftiv^s againft the 
miniiiry : in doing which it appears ex- 
tremely probable, that he had two views ; 
the one to get money, which he very 
mucli wanted, from fuch as delighted 
ia Jow iiumour, and could not diftbgwfli 
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Cnie fatire from fcurrility ; and the other, 
in the hope of having fome poft given \ 
him by thofe whom he had abufed, in or- 
der to filence his dramatic talent. But it v 
is not my bufmefs to point out either the ^ 
merit of that gentleman's performances, 
or the motives he had for writing them, 
as the town is perfecftly acquainted both 
with his abilities and fuccefs \ and has 
fince feen him, with aftonifhment, wriggle 
himfelf into favour, by pretending to ca- 
jole thofe he had not the pov^er to inti- 
midate. 

But though there were none of the diver-^ 
fions I have mentioned, nor Ranelagh at 
that time thought of, nor Vauxhall, Mary- 
le-bone, nor Cuper*s Garden's, in the re* 
pote they lince have been, the young gen- 
tleman found fufEcient to entertain him ; 
empty as the town was, lady Mellafm was 
not without company^ who made frequent 
parties of plcafure, and when nothing elfe 
was to be round for recreation, cards filled 
up the void. 

Nothing material enough to be inferted 
in this hiftory happened to Mifs Betfy, 
during the time her brother ftaid, 'till 
one evening, as the family were fitting to- 
gether, iovn^ difcourfe conccrmrv^ OikXox^ 
coming on the tapis, Mr. Franc\^ ^^oV^ ^v^ 
E 3 Yvc^^Vj 
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largely in the j^raife of the whalefbmenefev 
of the air, the many fine walks and gar- 
dens with which the place abounded, and 
the good company which were continually 
reforting to it, that Mifs Bctfy cried ouc, 
fhe longed to fee h, — Mifs Flora faid the 
iame. 

On this the young gentleman gave them 
an invitation to go down with him, when 
he went, faying, they never could go at a. 
better tine, as both the affizes and races 
were ta be in about a month. Mifs Betfy 
faid, fuch a jaunt would vaftly delight her* 
Mifs Flora ecchoed her approbation, and 
added, Ihe wifhcd my lady would confent. 
•* I have no objeftion to make to it, replied 
" lady Mellafin, as you will have <i con- 
•* duftor^ who, I know, will be very care- 
** ful of you.^ Mr. Goodman's confent 
was alfo aflced, for the fake of form, tho- 
every one knew the opinion of his wife 
was, of itfelf, a fufficient fandtion. 

Though it is highly probable, that Mifs 
Betfy was much better pleafed with this 
journey, than fhe would have been with 

that to L-^^ e, yet flie thought her- 

felf obliged, both in gratitude and good 

manners^ to wri^e to I.ady Trufty, and 

in^kc the beft excufe Oae cou\<^ \^\ V^^t 
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breach of promife, which fhe did in thefe 
terms. 

To Lady Ts^trsTy. 

•« Moft dear and honoured Madam, 

'* MY brother Frank being exremely 
•• dcfirous of fhe wing Mifs Flora and 
•' myfeif the curiofitics of Oxford, has 
•' obtained leave from Mr. Goodman, and 
•* lady Mellafin, for us to accompany hinj 
•* to that place. I am afraid the feafort 
•* will be to far advanced, for us to take 

•* a journey to JL — e at our return -, 

•* therefore flatter myfclf your Ladyfhip 
•« will pardon the indifpcnfable nccellity I 
«« am under of deferring, 'till next fpring, 
•* the happinefs I propofed in waiting oil 
«' you. All here prefent my worthy guar- 
•* dian, and your ladyfhip, with their bcft 
«' rcfpcfts. I beg mine may be equally ac- 
€« ceptable, and that you will always con- 
«* tinue to favour with your good wiflies, 
*« her, who is^ 

** With ihe moft pcrfe6k efteem, 

'' Madam, 
Your Lady{hip*s moft obliged, 
** And moft obedient fcrvant, 

«* E, THOuoHrt\-^%^r 
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The time for tlic yoiing gentleman's cie- 
parture being arrived, they went together 
in the ftage, attended by a footman of Mn 
Goodman's, whoni Lady Mellafin would 
needs fend with them, in order to give the 
young ladies an air of dignity. 

They found, on their arrival at that 
jyftly celebrated feat of learning, that Mr. 
Francis had given no greater eulogiums on 
if, than it merited : they were charmed 
with the fine library, the mufaeum, the 
magnificence of the halls belonging to the 
feveral colleges, the phyfic-garden, and 
other curious walks; but that which above 
all the peft gave the moft fatisfaftion to' 

^ Mils Betfy, as well as to her companion, 
was that rcfpeAful gallantry with which 
they found themfelves treated, by the gen- 
tlemen of the Univcrfity. Mr. Francis 
was extremely beloved amongft them, on 
account of his affability, politeneft, and 
good humour, and they feemed glad of an 
opportunity of Ihcwing the regard they 
had for the brother, by paying all manner 
of civilities to the fitter ; he gave the la- 
dies an elegant entertainment at his own 
rooms, to which alfo fome of thofe with 
whom he was the moft intimate were in« 
rhed. All thefe thought themfelves bound 

to return the fame com^Yittittvi; vVv^eom- 
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pany of every one prcfcnt were defired zt 
ihcir rtlpcftivc apartments ; and as each of 
thcfe genikoien had, bcfidcs other particu- 
lar friends of their own, whom they wifhed 
to oblige, the number of gucfts Wcjre ftili 
increafcd at every fcaft. 

By this means, Mifs Beefy and Mifs Flora 
foon acquired a very large acquaintance, 
and as through the care of Mr. Francis, chty 
were lodged in one of ihe beft and moft 
reputable houfcs in town, their families 
k iown, and themfclves were yoving Ldies 
who knew how to behave as well as drcf^ 
and receive company in the moft tlegint 
and polite manner, every one was proud 
of a pretence for vifiting them. 

The rcfp'dt paid to them would doubt- 
Ids have every day increafed, during ihcr 
whole timr they fhould have thought pro^ 
per to continue in Oxford, and on quitting 
it have left behind them the higheft idea 
of their merit, if, by one inconfidcrate 
aftion, they had not at once forfeited the 
cftietm they had gained, and rendered 
themfclves the fubjedts of ridicule, even to 
tho^e who before had regarded thcmwiclv 
▼encration. 

They were walking out ont d?L^ , ^^xA 
MO hoiir or two before tVvt um^ 'v\\ ^^^^^ 
E 5 ^^1 
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they ufually dined, into the park where 
they were met by a gentleman commoner,, 
and a young (ludent, both of whom the/ 
had been in company with at . moft of 
the entertainments heforemention*d. The 
fparks begged leave to aitcnd them, which 
was readily granted, they walked all to^ 
gcther for fome time : but the weather be- 
ing very warm, the gentleman-commoner 
took an occafion to remind the ladies how 
much their beauties would be in danger of" 
fiifFering from the immoderate rays ol 
phcebus, and p»-opofcd going to fome gar* 
dens full of the moft beautiful alcoves 
and arbours, fo fhaded over, that the fun, 
even in his meridian force, could, at the 
moft, but glimmer through the delightful 
gloom : he painted the plcafures of the 
place, to which he was dtfirous of leading 
them, with fo romantic an energy, that 
they immediately, and without the leaA 
f^ruplc or htfitation, confented to be con* 
duded thither. 

This was a condefcenGon, which he, 
who afked it, fcarce cxpdftcd would be 
granted, and, on finding it fo eafily ob* 
tain'd, began to form fome conjcftures no 
way to the advantage of thofe ladies repu- 
tations. It is certain, indeed that as he 
rofefs'd a friendlhip for iV\tV)toi\\tx, V^ 
^ghc noty in ftrid honour, toVvw^^xo^ 
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pofcd any thing Co the filler, which would 
,bc unbecoming her to agree lo; but he 

w^s young, gay to an excefs, and in what 
!he'faid or did, tobk not always cdhfidera- 

tion for his guide. 

They went on laughing Mil they came 

to the place he mentioned where the gentle- 

nr>cn having fhew'd their fair companions 

into the gardens, in which were, indeed, 

feveral recefles, no Icfs dark than had been 

dcfcribed :• on entering one of them Mif^ 

Bctfy cried, *^ Blefs me! this is fit for 

♦* nothing but for people to do what they 

•• are alhamed of in the hght.** ^^ The 

•• fitter then, madam,*' replied the gentle- « 

inan corhmoner, **^ to eiicourage a lover^ 

•« who, perhaps has fufFcred more through 

•* his own timidity, than the cruelty of. 

•* the objcdl he adores/^ I-ie accompa- 

jiied thefe words with a feizure of both- 

lier hands, and two or three kifles on her 

lips. The young ftudent was no lefs fre6 

with Mifs Flora i but neither of thefe ladies^ 

gave themfclves the trouble to reflecft 

what confeouehces might poffibly a:tend 

a prelude of this nature, and repulfci&he 

iibertics they took in fijch a maiiiier, a» 

made the offenders imagine they had nor 

finned beyond a pardon. 
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They would not, hoWcver^ be pre- 
vailed on to day, or even to fit dawn In 
thai: darkfome recefs, but went into 
a houfe, where they Were (hewn into a 
very pleafant room, which commanded 
the whole profpeA of the garden, and was 
fufficiently fhaded from the fun by jeffa- 
in in and honey fuckles, which grew againfl: 
the windows : here winei, cakes, jellies, 
and fuch like things being brought, the 
convcrfation was extremely lively, and full 
of gallantry, without the leaft mixture of 
indecency. 

The gentlemen exerted all their wit and 
eloquence, to pcrfwadc the ladies not to 
go home in the heat of the day ; but takcf 
up with fiich entertainment as the place 
they were in was able to prefent them 
with. Neither of them made any objec- 
tion, except that having faid they Ihould 
dine at home, the family would wait in 
expedtation of their coming; but this dif- 
ficulty was eafily got over : the footman, 
who had attended Mifs Bttfy and Mifs 
Flora, in their morning's walk, was in 
the houfe, and might be fcnt to acquaint 
the people, that they were not to expeft 
them. As they were neither difpleafed 
wich the co;npany, nor place they were in, 
they needed not abundance oS ^ttt^^^votv^'k 
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jLtid the fervantwas immediately difpatched. 
The gentlemen went out of the room, to 
give orders for having fomething prepared, 
but (laid not two minutes ; and, on their 
return omitted nothing that might keep up 
the good humour and fprightlinefs of their 
fair companions. . 

Perfons of fo gay and volatile a difpo- 
(ition, as tbefe tour, could not content 
themfelves with fitting ftili, and bare] 7 
talking, — every limb muft be in motion, 
^-cvery faculty employed. The gentle- 
man-commoner took Mifs Betfy's hand, 
and led her fome fteps of a minuet, then 
fell into a rigadoon, then into the louvre, 
and fo ran thrpugh all the fchool-dances, 
without regularly beginning or ending 
any one of them, or of the tunes he fung : 
the young (ludent was not lefs alert 
with Mifs Flora ; fo that between fing-* 
ing, dancing, and laughing, they all grew 
extremely warm. Mifs Beify ran to a 
window to take breath, and get a little 
air ; her partner followed, and taking upi 
Jier fan, which lay on a table, employed it 
with a great deal of dexterity, to aflift the 
wind that came in at the cafcment for 
her refrclhment. ** Heaven ! (cried he) 
•' how divinely lovely do you now ap*- 
♦« pear ? the goddcfs of the fpring,, nor 
#« Veau&'s feJf, was cvex ^i\T\u^ \v';i\S. Ss^ 
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« beautiful. What eyes !— -what a mouth £ 
•« — and what a fhape !'* continued he, 
furvcying hcr^ as it were, from head ta 
foot, •'^ how exquifitcly turned!-— how 
•< taper! — how (lender!— I don't believe 
«* you mea&re half a yard round the 
•« v?aifl:." In fpeaking thefe Vvords he 
put his handkerchief about her wajft^ after 
which he tied it round his hcad^ repeating 
ihcfe lines of Mr. Waller's : 



•< That which her flcnder waift confin^d^ 
**^ Shall now my joyfitl temples bind ; 
** No monarch but would give his crown^ 
^ His ajms might do what this Kas done,''' 

: « O fie upon it/* faid Mifs Brtfy^ 
laughing, and fnatchiog ic from his heady 
•* this poetry is ftale, I fliould rather have 
♦* cxpefted from an Oxonian^ fome fine 
•* thrng of hi« own extempore, on this oc- 
*• fion, which, perhaps, I might have beeft 
** vain enough to have got printed in the 
** monthly Mag^ines." 

«* Ahf madam,** replied he, Fooking on 

her wich dying languifliments, " where 

'^ the heart is deeply afFeftcd, the braint 

*"* /irJdocn produces any thing, but \r\c:otv- 

;^*' gruous ideas. Had Sacaiifia bt^tv u\\t 
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*^ trcfs of the charms you arc, or hacf 
** Waller loved like me, he had been k&: 
•* capable of writing in the manner he 
•^ did/' 

The ftudent perceiving his friend was 
entering into a particular convcrfation^wiih 
MifsBctfy, found means to draw Mifs Flora 
out of the room, and left them together,, 
though this young lady af crwards pro- 
tcttcd fhe called to Mifs Bctfy to follow y 
but if fhe did, it was in fuch a low voice 
that the other did not hear her, and conti- 
nued her pltafantry, rallying the gentleman- 
commoner on every thing he faid, 'till he 
finding the opportunity he had of being 
revcngedy foon turned his humble adora- 
tion into an air more free and natural to 
him. As Ihe was opening her mouth ta 
utter fome farcafm or othcr^ he catched 
her in his arms^and began to kifs herwitfr 
fo much warm and eagernefs that fur- 
prifed her> (he ftruggled to get loofc, and 
called Mifs Flora^ not knowing fhe was 
gone, to come to her afTiftance* The cf* 
torts (he made at fir ft to oblige him to de- 
lift, were nor, however, quite ih ftrcnuous 
as they ought to have been on fuch an occa- 
(ion ; but finding he was about to {.rocetd 
to greater liberties than any man before 
Iiad ever taken with btr, ft\e coWSx^^ -.W 
Jier ftrengthy and broke iiom V\\vc\^ V^^tv 
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looking round the room» and feeing no* 
body there, •• Blefs, me, cried (he, what 
•' is the meaning of all this ?— where arc 
** our friends ?'• ** They are gone (faid 
he) *^ to pay the debt, which love, and 
*^ youths and beauty challenge ; let us not 
•* be rem fs, nor wafte the precious nio- 
** ments in idle fcruples. Come, my 
•* angel !** purfued he, endeavouring to 
get her once more into his arms, ** make 
<^ me the happieft of mankind, and be zi 
*' divinely good as you arc fair.** 

<* I do not onderftand you, fir, replied 
*' (he, but neither dcfire nor will ftay to 
«* bear an explanation/* She fpoke this 
with fomewhacofan haughty air, and was 
making towards the door ; but he was far 
from being intimidatedj and inllead of fuf- 
fering her to pafs, he feized her a little 
roughly with one hand, and with the other 
made fall the door ; " Come, come, my 
«* dear creature, cried hf, no more re- 
*« fiftance, you fee you are in my power, 
*' and the very name of being fo, is fuf- 
*• ficicnt to abfoive you to yourfcif, for 
•' any aft of kindnefs you may beftow 
*^ upon me ,• be generous then, and be af- 
*< fured it fhall be an inviolable fccret/* 

She was about to fay fomething, but he 
/Ippfid her mouth with k'lCfes^ ^i[vd\oTct^ 
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her to fit down in a chair, where holding^ 
her faft, her ruin had certainly been com- 
pleated, if a loud knocking at the door had 
not prevented htm from profecuting his 
defign. 

This was the brother of Mifs Betfy, wha 
having been at her lodgings, on his coming 
from thence met the footman, who had 
been fent to acquaint the family the ladies 
would not dine at home : he afkcd where 
his filler was, and the fellow having to'd 
him, came direftiy to the place. A waiter 
of the houfe (hewed him to the room ; on 
finding it locked he was flrangely amazed,, 
and both knocked and called to have it 
opened, wuh a good deal of vehemence. 

The gentleman-commoner knowing his 
voice, was (hocked to the laft degree ; but 
quitted that inftant his intended prey, and 
let him enter. Mr. Francis, on coming 
in, knew not what to think ; he faw the 
gentleman in great diforder, and his fifter 
in much more. " What is the meaning 
•* of this faid he f Sifter, how came you 
•• here ?** «' A(k me no queftions at pre* 
«• fent,'* replied (he, fcarce able to fpeak, 
fo ftrangely had her late fright feized on 
her fpirits, «< but fee me fafe from this 
•• curfcd houfe, and that worft of men.** 
Her /peaking in this matvtitt tK\At.\fe. 
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Francis apprehend the whole,^ and perhapt 
more than the truth, •* Ho^, fir,'* faid 
he, dartiA4» a furious look at (he gentle- 
manr-commoner, ** what is it I hear? — 
•' have you dared to — ?" Whatever I 
•* have dired to, interrupted the other, I 
•' am capable of defending." *Tis wclJ,*^ 
rejoined the brother of Mifs Betfy,. *' per- 
*• haps I may put you to the triail •, but 
•* this is nor a time or place.*' He then 
took hold of his fifter's hand^ and led her 
down ftairs ; as they were going our^ 
Mifs Brtfy flopping a jictle to adjuft 
her drcfs, which was ftrangely difordered,. 
flie bethought heri'eif of Mifs Flora, wha 
though fhe was very angry with, fhe 
did not chufe to leave behind at the 
mercy of fuch rakes, as (he had reafon ta 
think thofc were, whom (he had been in' 
company with. juH as (he was defiring; 
her brother to fend a waiter in fearch of 
that young lady, they faw her coming out 
of the garden, led by the young ftudenCy 
who, as foon as he beheld Mr. Francis, 
cried, '« Ha \ Frank, how came you 
•' here ? you look out of bumour.'*^ 
•* How I came here, it matters nor, re- 
plied he fullenly 5 " and as to my beings 
** out of humour, perhaps you may know 
*^ better than I' yet do, whatcaufe I have 
^'^ /or being {a,** 
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He waiccd for no anfwer to thefe word?^ 
but condufted his fitter out of the houfe as 
haftily as he could : Mifs Flora followed^ 
after having taken leave of her companion 
in what manner Ihe thought proper. 

-J 

On their coming home, Mifs Betfy re- 
lated to her brother, as far as her modcfty 
would permit, all the paniculars of the ad- 
venture, and ended with faying, that fure 
it was heaven alone that gave her ftrength^ 
to prevent the perpetration of the villain's^ 
intentions^ Mr, Francis, all the time (ha 
was fpeaking, bit his Jips, anti fhewed 
great tokens of an extraordinary difturbancc 
in his mind ; but oflfcred not the Icaft in- 
terruption. When he perceived llie had 
done, « Well, fitter,, faidhe, I fliail heap 
** what he has to fay, and will endeavour 
*^ to obhge him ro alk your pardon i*t 
and foon after took his leave. 

Mifs Betfy did not very well comprc* 
bend his meaning in thefe words, and was^ 
indeed, ftill in too much confufion to con- 
fider on any thing y but what the confc- 
quenccs were of this tranfanftfon, the reader 
will prefently be informed of. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Contains fucb things at might he reafonably tx^ 
fitted i after tbi pnading adventure. 

WHEN^ in any thing irregular, and 
liable to cenfure, more perfons than 
one are concerned, bow natural is it for 
each to accufe the other, and it often bap* 
pens,* in this cafe, that the greateft part of 
the blame falls on the leaft culpable. 

After Mr. Francis had left the ladies, in 
order to be nr-ore fully convinced in thi$ 
matter, and to tnke fuch meafures as he 
thought would bcft become him for the 
reparation of the affront offered to the ho- 
nour of his family, Mifs Flora began ta 
reproach Mils Bctfy, for having related 
any thing of what had paffed to her bro-^ 
ther : •' By your own account, faid (he, 
<* no harm was done to you ; but fome 
•* people love to make a buftle about no- 
^ thing.** And fome people, replied 
** Mifs Betfy, tartly, love nothing but 
** the gratification of their own paflipns^ 
*• and having no fcnfe of virtue and mo-^ 
fj dcAy rAemfcives> can have ivo te^axAio 



vYox. 
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^ that of another.** <« What do yoit 
*• mean, Mifs ?'• cried the other with t 
»• pert air. " My meaning is pretty plain, 
*« rejoined Mifs Bctfy ; but fince you afFeft 
^ fo much ignorance, I mufl: tell you, that 
^ the expectations of a iecond edition of. 
^^ the fame work Mr. Gayland had helped 
<c you to compofe, though from another 
^ quarter, tempted you to fneak out of 
<« the room, and leave your friend in 
** danger of falling a iacrifice to what her 
** foul moft detefts and fcoms.** Thefc 
words ftun^ Mifs Flora to the quick i her 
face was m an inftant covered with a 
fcarlet blulh, and every feature betrayed 
the confufion of her mind ; but recovering 
herfelf from it, much Iboner than moft 
others of lier age could have done : *^ Good 
** lack, cried flie, I fancy you are fetting 
^ up for a prude ; but pray, how came 
^ Mr. Gayland into your head ?— What, 
^ becaufe J told you he innocently 
^* romped wkh me one day in thecham* 
«* ber, are you fo cenforious as to infer 
«< any thing criminal pa0ed between us V^ 
« Whatever I infer,** replied 'Mifs Betfy 
difdainfuUy, <* I have better vouchers for 
••^ the truth of, than your feport, and 
*< would advife you, when you go home, 
^« to get the chink in the parinel of the 
«« wainfcot of my lady's drefling-room 
<* ftopp*d upi or youi: xi|R ttxiditxN^x^^ 



494 ^ THE HISTORY OF > 

-*' with that gentleman, may poflibljr hayc 
*** witneflfes of more ill-nature than my- 
*« fclf.'* ** That can fcarccly be,'* faid 
Mifs Flora, ready to buril with vexatioB ; 
-^^ but don't think I value your little ma- 
•* lice 5 you are only angry becaufe he 
^< flighted the advances you made him^ 
^^ and took all o'pportunities to ihew how 
«^ much his heart and [udgmeat gave fhc 
•* preference to me*'* Thcfe words fo 
piqued the vanity of Mifs Betfy, chat not 
able to bear (he (hould continue in the 
imagrnation of being better liked than her- 
felf, though even by the man &e hated^ 
told her the folicitations he had made to 
her, the letter flie had received from him^ 
and the rebuff flie had given him upon it; 
'* fo that, purAitd (he, it was not *tili 
^« after be found there was no hope of 
^< gaining me» that he carried his devoirs 
« to you." 

Mifs Flora was more nettled at this 
cclaircifement than (he was at the difco- 
very (he now perceived the other had 
made of her intrigue : (he pretended, 
however, not to believe a word of what 
(he had faid % but willing to evade all far- 
ther difcourfe on that head, returned to 
the adventure they had Juft gone through 
with the Oxonians. *« Never exped, 
/f faid Ac, to palii it upon any one. of 
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** common fenfc, that if yoa had not a 
^^ mind to have bcax Alone with (hat ter- 

^ •♦ riWe man^ as you now defcribe him, 
«€ you would hare ftaid in the room after 
^* 1 was goncj and called to you to fol- 

: j^ low/^ 

It was in vain that Mtfs Betfy denied 
Die Cither heard her fpeak, or knew aily 
thing of her departurct 'till fome time 
after (he was gone; and the gentleman* 
commoner began to ufe her with fuch fa- 
miliarities as convinced her he was fenfible 
fip witnefTes were prefent. This, though 
no more than truthv was of no cotife- 
quence to her juftiBcation, to one deter- 
mined to believe the worft, or at leail^ 
feem to do fb : Mifs Flora treated with 
contempt ail (he faid on this fcore, derided 
her imprecationsj and to mortify her the 
more» faid to her, in a taunting manner: 
^* Come, come, Mifs Bctfy, 'tis a folly to 
**. think to impofe upon the world by 
*« fuch (hallow artifices : — what your in- 
^* clinations are i^l evident enough ; any 
If one may fee, that if it had not been for 
^^ your brother's unfeafonable interruption, 
^ nobody would ever have heard a word 
*• of thcfc infults you now fo heavily 
** complain of.' j 
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Poor Mifs Betfy could not refrain lettii^ 
fall fome tears at fo UDJuft and cruel 4a 
inuendo ; but the greatncfs of her fpidt 
enabled her in a few momencs to overcome 
the (bock it had given her : ihe returned 
reproaches with reproachesj and as Ihe had 
infinitely more of truth and reaibn on her 
£de» had alfo much the better in this cooi- 
|>at of tongueSj ne verthelefs the other would 
not give out i (he upbraided and exagger* 
ated, with the utmoft malicious comments 
on it» every little indifcretion Mifs Betfy 
had been guilty of, repeated every cenfure 
which (be had heard the ill-natured part of 
the world pais upon her condudt, ati4 
added many more, the invention of iier 
own fertile brain. 

. Some ladies they had made acquaintanico 
with in town coming to vi(it them» put ^n 
end to the deb^ite } out neither being able 
prefently to forget the bitter refieAions caft 
on her by the other, both remained e;c- 
tremely fullen the whole night, and their 
mutual ill-humour might polfibly have 
lafted much longer, but for an accident 
more material, which took off their atten- 
tion, as it might have produced much 
worfe confequences than any quarrel be*^ 

iween themfelves could be attended with. 

A happened in this tnannet ; 
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The brother of Mifs Betfy was of a fiery 
difpoficion, and though thofe who were 
entrufted with the care of his education, 
were not wanting in their pains to correA 
this propenfity, which they thought would 
be the more unbecoming in him, as he 
was intended for the pulpit, yet did not 
their endeavours for that purpofe meet with 
all the fuccefs they wiflied. Nature may 
be moderated, but never can be wholly 
changed; the feeds of wrath (till remained 
in his foul, nor could the rudiments that 
had been given him be fufHcient to hinder 
them from fpringtng into aftion, when 
urged by any provocation. The treat- 
ment his firtcr . had received from the 
pentleman-commoner, feemed to him fo 
juflifiable a one, that he thought he ought 
not, without great fubmiflTions on the 
partofthe tranf^reflbr, be prevailed upon 
to piit.up with It, 

The firft ftep he took was to found the 
young ftudenti as to what he knew relating 
to the affair, who freely told him, as Mils 
BetiV herfelf had done, where they met 
the ladies, and the manner in which they 
went into the hQufe$ protefting, that nei- 
ther himfelf, nor according to the beft of 
his belief, the gentleman-commoner, had 

Vol. I. F ^\ 
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at that time any defigns in vicw» but mecr 
complaifance and gallantry, 

" How then came you tp fcparatc your- 
** felvcs, cry'd Mr. Francis, with fomc 
** carneftncfe ?** •* That alfo was accidcn** 
** tal, replied the other : your fifter*s com- 
*< panion telling me, (he Uked the gardea 
** oettcr than the room we w^e in, I 
^* thought I could do no kfa than attend 
^* her thither. I confe($ I did not confult 
** whether thofe we left behind had any iop 
** clination to follow us or not.'* 

The air with which he £jpoke of this part 
of the adventure, had lomcthiiig in it>, 
^ which did aot give Mr. Francis the mOft 
'^ favourable idea of Mifs Flora's condud ^ 
but that not much concerning him^ and 
finding notning wherewith he could jufUy 
reproach the ftudent, he foon after quitted 
him, and went to the gendenaan^'Com- 
moner, having been told he might find 
him in his rooms. 

' Had any one been witnefs of the man* 
ner in which thefe two accofted. each 
other, they would not have been at 9 loft 
to guefs what would enfue: the brother of 
Mifs Betfy came with a mind full of re«* 
fentment, and determined to repair the 
ikStont had been oflfered to him in the 
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perfon pf a fifter, who wa$ very dear co 
him, by calling the other to 9 fcvere acr 
count tor what he had done. The gen- 
tleman-commoner was defcended of g 
noble family, and had an eftate to fup- 
port the dignity of his birth, and was 
coo muchjpuffed up and infolent on the 
fmiles of fortune: he was coufcious the 
affront he had given demanded fatisfadtion, 
and neither doubted of the errand on which 
Mr. Francis was come, nor wondered at 
it ; but could not bring himfelf to acknow« 
ledge he had done amif^, nor think of 
making any excufe for his behaviour. 
GMJIt io 9 pjroud he^rt is generally accom- 
panied with a Aillen obstinacy, for, as thf 
poet %S9 



For^iveQefs to the injur'd does belong, 

But tl\t}r ne'er pardon who liave done the wrong. 



He therefore received the interrogato- 
ries Mr. Francis was beginning to make, 
vith an air rather indignant than comply* 
^g« which the other not being able to 
brook, fuch hot words arpfe between 
them, as could not l)ut paafion a chal* 
feoge, which was given by Mr. Francis. 
The appointment to meet was the next 
morning at fix p*clock, and the ^lace^ 
Fa ^^x. 
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that very field in which the gentleman- 
commoner, and his friend had fo unlucki^ 
ly happened to meet the ladies in their 
morning's walk. 

Neither of them wanted courage, nor 
communicated their rendezvous to any one 
perfon, in hopes of being difappointed with- 
out danger of their honour ; but each being 
equally animated with the ambition of 
humblmg the arrogance of the other, both 
were fecret as to the bufinefs, and no lefs 
punftual as to the time. 

The agreement between them was fword 
and piftol, which both having provided 
themfelves with, they no fooner came with"* 
in a proper diftance than they difcharged at 
each other, the firft courfe of this fatal en- 
tertainment 5 that of the gentleman-com- 
moner was fo well aimed, that one of the 
bullets lodged in the ihoulder,and the other 
grazing on the flefhy part of the arm of his 
antagonift, put him into a great deal of 
pain •, but thefe wounds rather increafed 
than diminifhed the fury he w^s poflefled 
of; he inftantly drew his fword, and ran 
at the other with fo well-direScd a force, 
that his weapon entered three inches deep 
into the right fide of the gentlenun-com- 
moner : both of them received fcveral other 
burtSjyct ftiJl both contiuutd Uve figjit with 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS, loi 

equal vehemence, nor would either of 
them, in all probability, have receded, 'till 
one or other of them had lain dead upon, 
the place, if fome country men, who by 
accident were pafling that way, had not 
with their clubs beat dpwn the fwords of 
both, and carried the o>yners of them by 
meer force into the^ village th^y were go- 
ing to, where they were no fooner entered, 
than fcveral people who knew them, fee- 
ing them pafs by in this manner, covered 
all over with their own blood, and guard- 
ed by a pack of ruftics, ran our to enquire 
what had happened, which being informed 
of, they took them out of the hands of 
thcfe men, and provided proper apartments 
for them. 

By this time they were both extremely 
fwnt through the anguifh of their woun:.s,' 
and the great effufion of blood that had 
iflfucd from rhem. Surgeons were imme- 
diately fcnt for, who, on examining their 
hurts, pronounced none of ihem to bd 
mortal, yet fuch as would requ.re fome 
time for cure. 

Mr. Francis fuflferecf extreme torture in 
having the bullet extrafted from his Ihojl- 
der, yet notwjthftanding that, and the 
wca^k condition he was in, he made a fct- 
irmt fuppon him in his btA^ V4\\i\^ V^ 
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fcrawled otit thefc few lines to his fiftct : 
which, as foon as finifhed, were carried to 
her by the fame perfon. 

To Mift Betsy Tkouchtless. 

" My dear Sifter, ^ 

" I HAVE endangered my life, and 
** am now confined to my lid, by the 
•• wounds. I have received, in endeavour- 
•* ing Co revenge your quarrel: do not 
•* think I tell you this by way of reproach % 
" for, I aflure you, would the circum* 
•* ftance? of the affair have permitted it to 
<' have been coiKeakd, you never ihould 
** have known it, 

'^ I ftould be glad to fee you, but 
*' think it not proper that you ihou!d 
^* conie to me» 'till I bear what h iaid 
'^ concerning this matter. I (hall fend 
** to you every day j and that you will 
" be perfcdly cafy, is the carntft requeft 

« Dear Petfy, 
•« Youl" moft afFeftionate brother, 
^^ And humble fervant, 

« F. Thoughtless^ 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 103 

The young ladies were that morning tt 
breakfaft in the parlour, with the gentle- 
woman of the houfe, when the maid came 
running in^ and told her miftrefs, (he had 
heard, in a (hop where fhe had been, of 
a fad accident that had juft happened ( 
** Two gentlemen (cried flbe) of the uni- 
** verfity have been fighting, and almoft 
*« killed one another ; and they fay, con- 
*' tinued fhe, it was about a young 
** lady that one of them attempted to 
«« raviOi/* 

Mils Betfy and Mifs Flora, at this in- 
telligence, looked at each other with a 
good deal of confuHon, already beginning 
to fufpeft who the perfons were, and how 
deeply themfelves, one of them efoecially, 
was interefted in tiiis misfortune. The gen* 
tiewoman afk'd her. fervant, if Ihe knew 
the names of thofe who fought: ** No, 
•• madam, anfwered Ihe, I could not learn 
*« that as yet •, but the people in the ftreet 
** are all talking of it, and L doubt not 
** but I (hall hear the whole ftory the next 
*' time I go out. 

The good gentlewoman, little imagin- 
ing how much her guefts were concerned 
in what fhe fpoke, could not now forbear . 
hmcncing the ungovertvabk^tfe ol ^o>^^\ 
F 4 ^i^ 
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the hecdlefs levities of the one fex, and 
the rnad-braiued paffions of the other. 
The perfons to whom fhe direfted this 
difcourfc would not, at another time, have 
given much ear to it, or perhaps have re- 
plied to it with raillery ; but the occafion 
of it now put both of them in too fcfrious a 
temper to offer any interruption, and (he 
was dill going on, inveighing againft the 
follies and vices of the age, when Mifs 
Betfey received the above letter from her 
brother, which confirmed all thofe alarm* 
ing conjeftures the maid's report raifed 
in her mind. 

The miftrefs of the houfe perceiving the 
young man who brought the letter, came 
upon; bufinefs to the ladies, h^ the good 
manners to leave the room, that they 
might talk with the grea-er freedom. 
Mifs Betfy afked a thoufand queftions*, 
but he was able to inform her of no far- 
ther particulars^ than wliat the letter con- 
tained. 

The moment he was gone, (he ran up 
to her chamber, threw herfelf upon the 
bed, and in a flood of tears, gave a loofe 
to the mo(t poignant vexation (he had 
ever yet experienced. Mifs Flora foU 
lowed, and feeing her in this condition, 
thought /be could do no lefs> in decency. 
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than contribute every thing in her power. 
for her confolation. 

By the behaviour of this young lady in 
other refpeds, however, the reader will 
eafily perceive it was more through policy 
than real good-nature, (he treated her af- 
flifted companion with the tendernefs fhe 
did now : Ihe knew that it was not by an 
open quarrel with Mifs Betfy fhe could 
wreak any part of the fpite fhe had con- 
ceived againft her, and was therefore glad 
to lay hold of this opportunity to be re- 
cpnciled. 

•* I was afraid, my dear, (faid fhe) that 
*« it would come to this, and. that put 
*« me in fo great a pafTion with you 
** yefterday, for telling Mr. Francis any 
*' thing ol the matter ; the men are fuch 
** creatures that there is no trading them 
•* with any things but. come ^continued 
' ** (hi?, kifllng her check) don't grieve and 
** torment yourfelf in this manner, you 
** find there is no danger of death on 
•* either fide, and as for the reft it will 
** all blow off in time.'* MifsBctfy fa^d 
litde to this, the fudden paffion of h(r 
foul muft have its vent ; but when tl^at 
was over, fhe began to liften to the voi'ce 
of comfort, and. by degrees, to refuipe 
her rtatiiral viv*acity, not 5oi^few\%, 'Cw^x 
P 5 ' * ^Jcvxs 
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this unhappy adventure would lay her 
under mortifications, which to a perfon 
of her fpirit were very difficult to be 
borne. 



CHAP. X. 

Gives the cataftropbi of the Oxford rambUf 
and in what manner the young ladies returned 
to London. 

IF the wcunds Mr. Francis had received 
had been a'l the misfortune attending 
Mift Betfey in this adventure, it is pro- 
table, that as Ihe every day heard he was 
in a far way of recovery, the firft guft 
of paflion would have been all (he had 
fuftained 5 but fhe foon found other con- 
fequtnces arifing from it, which were no 
fefs afflifting, and more galling to her 
pride. 

The quarrel between the two young 
gentlemen, and the occafion of it, was 
frefently blazed over the whole town : it 
tjpreadlike wild- fire-, every one made theif 
feveral comments upon it, and few there 
were who endeavoured to find any excu'e 

for the /hare Mifs Bctf^ and Mifs Flora 

ir^d in it. 
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The ladies of Oxford are commonly 
more than ordinarily circumfpeft in their 
behaviour, as indeed it behoves them to 
be, in a place where there a.e fuch a num- 
ber of young gentlemen, niar y of whom 
puifue pleafure more than ftudy, and 
icruple nothing for the gratification of 
their defines. It is not therefore to be 
wondered at, that being from their infancy 
trained up in the moft ftrift referve, and 
accuftomed to be upon their guard againft 
even the moft diftant approaches of the 
other fex, they Ihould be apt to pafs the 
levercft cenfures on a condiift, which they 
had been always taught to look upon as 
the fure deftruiSion of reputation, and fre- 
quently fatal to innocence and virtue. 

This being pretty generally the charac- 
teriftic of thofe ladies, who were of any 
diftinftion in Oxford, Mifs Betfy and Mifs 
Flora immediately found, that while they 
continued there, they muft either be con* 
tent to (it at home alone, or converfe only 
with fvich as were as difagreeable to them, 
as they had now rendered themfelves to 
-thofe of a more unhlemifhed fame. 

They had reeeived feveral vifits, all of 
>vhich they had not yet had time or Ici- 
fur^ to return -, but now go\t\% X.0 ^-a.^ x\v^ 
F 6 ^^v. 
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debt, which complaifance demanded from 
them, they were denied accefs at every 
place they went to ; all the pcrfons were 
cither abroad or indifpofed ; but the man- 
ner in which thefe anfwers were given, 
eafily convinced Mifs Beefy and Mifs Flora 
that they were no more than mere pre- 
tences to avoid feeing them. In the public 
walks, and in paffing through the ureets, 
they faw themfelves ihunned even to a de- 
gree of rudenefs : thofe of their acquain- 
tance, who were obliged to meet them^ 
lookM another way, and went haftily on 
without vouchfafing a fatute. 

This was the treatment their late un- 
happy adventure drew on them, from thofe 
of iheir own fex, nor did thofe of the 
other feem to behave to them with greater 
^ tendernefs or refpeftnefpecially the younger 
ftudcnts, wno all having got the flory, 
thought they had a fine opportunity of 
exercifing their poetic talents ; fatires and 
lampoons fkw about like hail : many of 
thefe anonymous compofitions were di- 
refted to Mifs B:tfy, and thrown over the 
rails into the area uf the houfe where fhe 
lodged i others were fung under the win- 
dows by perfons in difguife, and copies of 
them handed about throughout the whole 
town, to the great propagation of fcandal, 
and the iheerlng faculty. 
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Never, certainly did pride and vanity 
meet with a more fevere humiliation, than 
what thefe witicifms inflidlcd on thofe, 
who by their inconfiderate behaviour had 
laid tUemfelves open to them. Neither 
the affurance of Mils Flora, nor the great 
Ijpirit of Mifs Betfy, could enable them to 
Itand the (hock of thofe continual affronts, 
which every day prefented them with. 
They dreaded to expofc themfelves to 
frefh infults, if they ftirr'd out of the 
doors, and at home they were perfecuted 
with the unwearied remonftrances of their 
grave landlady ; fo that their condition 
was truly pitiable. 

Both of them were equally impatient to 
get out of a place where they found their 
company was held in fo little eftimation 5 
but Mifs Betfy thought her brother would 
not take it well, (hould fhe go to London 
and leave him in the condition he then 
was. Mifs Hora's importunities, how- 
ever, joined to the new occafions flie every 
day had for incrcafing her difcontent on 
flaying, got the better of her apprchen- 
fions, and (he wrote to her brother in the 
following terms : 



T^ 
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To Mr. Francis Thovohtlsss. 

«« Dear Brother, 

•* THOUGH I am not, to my great 
** affliftlon, permitted to fee ypu, or ojEfirr 
^< that affilbincc whkh might be cxpcaccj 
•* from a fitter in your prcfent iituation ; 
•« yet I cannot, without the extremcft re- 
** grct, rcfolve to quit Oxford before you 
*•* are perfeftly recovered of thofc hwts 
»' you ha^e received on my account. 
*** However, as by your judging it hn- 
•• proper for me to come to you, I can- 
V not fuppofe you are wholly unacquaint* 
«* ed with the fevere ufage lately given 
♦* me, and muft look on every affront of- 
*♦• fered to me as an indignity to you, I 
^* am apt to flatter myfclf you will not be 
** offended, that I wilhto remove from a 
*« place where innocence is no defence 
«* againft fcandal, and the (hew of virtue 
•* more conQdered than the reality. 

" Neverthelefs, I fhall determine no- 
** thing, 'till I hear your fentiments, 
•' which, if I find conformable to mine, 
«* (hall fet out for London with all pof- 
«' fible exptdition, 1 would very fain fee 
«* you before I go, and, if you confcnt, 
*' wjJJ come to you fo muffVcd vx^, ^s ^ot 
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** to be knqwn, by any who may happen 
•* to meet mc. I (hall expeft your anfwcr 
** with the utmoft impatience, beings 

«* My dear brother, 

V By friendfhip, as well as blood, 

*« Moft afieftionatcly yours, 

«* E. Thouohtlms/* 

When this letter was difpatched, Mifs 
Flora made ufe of all the arguments fhe 
was miftrefs of, in order to pcrfwade Miffs 
Betfy to- go for London, even in cafe her 
brother fhould not be altogether fo willing 
for it, as (he wi(ked he would. Mils 
Betfy, though no Ids eager than herfelf to 
be. out of a place (he now fo much de^ 
tefted) would »ot be .prevailed upon to pro- 
mifc any thing on thisfcorej but perfifted 
in her refolution of being wholly dire<5lcd 
how to proceed, by the anfwer (he (houid 
r^^eiye from Mi. Francis. 

Mifs Flora was fo fretted at this^pcr- 
verfenefs, as (he called ir, that (he told . 
her, in a very great per, that fhe might 
(lay if (he plcafed, and be the laughing- 
ftock of the town \ but, for her own parr, 
file had more fpir t, and would be gone 
the next day. Mi(s Btlt^ cviO'Vj i^>^\^?s.> 
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that if (he thought proper to do fo, Ihc 
was doubtlefs at liberty ; but believed Mr. 
Goodman, and even Lady Mellafin her- 
felf» would look on fuch a behaviour, as 
neither confident with gcnerofity or com- 
mon good- manners. ^ 

It is indeed fcarce probable, that the 
other had the leafl: intention to do as (he 
had faid, though flic ftill continued to 
threaten it, in the mod poficive and pe- 
remptory terms; and this, if we confider 
the temper of both thefe youiig ladies, 
•we may rcafonft&ly fuppofe, might have 
- Occafioned a fecond quarrel between them, 
if the fctvant, whom Mr. Francis always 
fcnt tp his fifter, had not that inftant 
come in, and put an end to the difputet 
by delivering a letter taMifsBetfy, which 
ihe haftiiy opening, fourid it cont^ned 
thtfe lines : 

To Miss Thoughjless. 
•* My dear fifter, 

^< IT is with an inexpreflible fatisfac- 

** tion that I find your own inclinations 

' ** have anticipated the requeft I was juft 

** about to make you. I do affure you, 

V the moment I received your letter, I 

" was 
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" was going to write, in order to per- 
'♦ fwade you to do the very thing you 
** fccm to dcfire. Oxford is indeed a 
** very cenfortous place ; I have always 
** obferved it to be fo, and have fre- 
•• quently told the ladies, between jeft 
•* and earneft, that I thought ic was a 
*^ town of the mod fcandal, an^ lead fin, 
*' of any in the world. I am pretty con- 
•• fident fome of thofe who pretend to . 
•* give themfelves airs concerning you and 
" Mifs Flora, are as perfedlly convinced 
•* of your innocence as I myfcU am ; yet 
«< after all that has happened, i would 
^^ not have you think of (laying 1 and the 
«« fooncr you depart the better: you 
<* need be under no apprehenfions on ac- 
«• count of my wounds 1 thofe I received 
^^ from the fword of my antagonifl: art 
^< in a manner healed, and that with the 
<< piftoi-fhor in my fhoulder, is in as fine 
** a way as can be cxpcftcd in fo Ihort a 
•* time, Thofe I had the fortune to give 
** him, are in a yet better condition ; fo 
** that I believe if it was not for the over 
** caution of our furgeon, we might both 
" quit our rooms to-morrow. I hear that 
** our grave fuperiors have h^d fome con- 
** fultations on our duel, and that there 
" is a talk of our being both expelled j 
** but for my part, I fliall certainly favc 
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•* them the trouble, and quit the univer- 
** fity of my own accord, as foon as my 
** recovery is compleated : my genius is 
*^ by no means adapted to the ftudy of 
•* divinity ; I think the care of my own 
*« foul more than fuflkient for me, with- 
** out taking upon me the charge of a 
*« whole parifh ; you may, therefore, ex- 
«* pc(fl to fee me (hortly at London, as it 
• ** is nighly ncccflary I fiiould confult Mr. 
<* Goodman concerning my future fcttlc- 
«* ment in the world. I (hould be ex- 
•« tremcly glad of a vifit from you before 
•* you leave Oxford, mere efpecially as I 
«• have fomeching of moment to lay to 
•* you, which I do not choofe to com- 
•* municate by letter; but cannot think 
*• it sft all proper, for particular reafons, 
•* that you fhould come to me, fome or 
«* other of the gentlemen being perpe- 
«• tually dropping into my chamber ; and 
** it is impoffible for you to difguife your- 
** felf fo as not to be diftinguiflied by 
«* young fellows, whofc curiofity would be 
<^« the more excited by your endeavours 
*< to conceal yourfelf. As this might re- 
*• vjive the difcourfe of an affair, which I 
** could wifh' might be buried in an eter- 
^* hal oblivion, muft defire you will defer 
«* the fatisfaftipn you propofe to give me, 
^^ 'tiiJ we meet at London, to which A 
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•• wifli you, and your fair companion, a 
** fafc and pleafant journey. I am, 

•! With the grcateft tendernefs, 

" My deaf filter, 

«* Your aflfFeionatc brother, 

•* F. Thoughtliss/' 

The receipt of this letter gave an in- 
finity of contentment to Mifs betfy i (he 
had made the offer of going to take her 
Jfeave of him, chiefly with the view tt 
keepiijg him from ftifpeding fht wanted 
natural affeftion, and was ho lefs pleafed 
With his refufing the requeft (he made 
him on that account, than (he was with 
hit fo readily agreeing to her returning ttt 
London. Mifs Flora was equally delight* 
ed \ they lent their footman that inftant 
to take places in the ftage- coach, and early 
the next morning iet out from a place, 
which, on their entering into it, they did 
not imagine they (hould quit^ either G> 
fi)on, or with fo Uttle regret. 
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CHAP. XL 

Lays a Foundaiioo for many Events to he prff" 
duced by tlmty and waited jar with pa-- 
tience. 

MISS B;:try and Mifs plora, on their 
coming home, were in fomc per- 
plexity how to relate the ftory of their 
Oxford adventure to Lady Mellafin and 
Mr. Goodman \ and it is very likely they 
would have thought proper to have kept 
it a fecret, if the unlucky duel between 
Mr. Francis, and the gentleman-commotier» 
which they were fenfible would be a known 
things had not rendered Uie concealment 
of the whole utterly imprafticable. 

As there was no remedy, Mils Flora 
took upon her to lay open the matter to 
her mamma ; which (he did with (b much 
artifice, that if that lady had been as au- 
ftere, as (he was really the reverie, (he 
could not have found much to condemn, 
either in the condu6t of her daughter or 
Mifs B*tfy : as to Mr. Goodman, he left 
the whole management of the young ladies, 
in thefe particulars, entirely to his wife, 
fo fdid little to them on the (hare of thj 
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adventure; but was extremely concerned 
for the part Mr. Francis had in it, as he 
fuppofed it was chiefly owing to that un-- 
lucky incident, that he had taken a refolu- 
tion to leave the college ; and he very well 
knew, that a certain nobleman, who was 
a diftant relation of his family, and god- 
father to Mr. Francis, had always pro- 
mifed to beftow a large benefice, in his 
gift, upon him, as foon as he fhould have 
compleated his ftudies. 

This honeft guardian thought he (hould 
•be wanting in the duty of the truil re- 
pofed in him, to fufFer his charge to throw 
away that fine profpe£t in his view, if by 
any means he could prevent him from 
taRing fo ra(h and inconfiderate a ^ep ; 
and as to his being expelled, he doubted 
not, but between him and Sir Ralph, inte- 
reft might be . made to the heads of the 
univerfity, to get the affair of the duel 
.pa0ed over, Ihe greateft difficulty he 
bad to apprehend, in compaffing this point, 
was from the young gentleman himfelf, 
wfe^e had obfervcd was of a temper fome- 
what obitinate, and tenacious of hi^ own 
opinion: rcfolving, however, to try all 
means poffible, he wrote immediately to 
him, reprefenting to him, in the ftrongeft 
and moft pathetic terms he was mafter of, 
the vaft advantages the clergy tx\\oY^%^^ 
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^efpefik they hacj from all degrees of people» 
and eiideavQUfied to cor^yince bim, thait 
there wasinaavocatiQn'ifi^hatevef, by which 
a younger brother might fq eafity. advance 
hi$ fortune, and do honour to his family. 

He alfo fent a letter to Sir Ralph Trufty, 
acquainting him with the whole ftory, and 
cameftly requeuing that he would write to 
Mr, Francis, and omit nothing that ipigh^ 
engage him to defift from doing a. thing 
fo contrary to his intereft, and the inten* 
tion of bis 4eeealed fadier, as what he now 
bad thoughts of 6cmg was manifeftly fy. 
TheCe c^prts, by both the guardians, weie 
often repeated ; but without the If aft fucr 
ccfs : the young gentleman found argu- 
ments to oppofe ^inft theirs, which net- 
thepof them could deny to have weight, 
particularly that of his having no caH to 
fake upon him holy orders. During thefe 
debates, in which Mifs Betfy gave herfclf 
no mannejr of concern, flie received a. lettcir 
from her brother, containing tbefe lines ij 

To Hus SfiTsy Thouqhtless. 

« My dear fitter, 

« TJiQUGH I flatter myfelf afl 

* my letters aflfbrd you fome fort of fa- 

* tisfydtioDj yet by what little judgment ' 
^i hdvc been able to totm ot tVv^itmDer 
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of your fex» have rc^on to believe, this 

I now (end will meet a double portiofl 

of velcotoe from you* It brings a con* 

6rm«uon of your beauty'^ power ; the 

intelligeace of a new conqueft ; the offer 

of a he^rt, which, if you will truft a 

brother's recotninendatlon, is well de* 

ferving your acceptance : but, that 1 

xmj i^^t i^^^w ^ ^^ ^n riddles, you 

m»y rwHnnJbiQr* tbait the firft time I bad 

the pteafgiie of entertaining you at noy 

rooQOs, a gft^kman calted Trueworth, 

wa^9 vith us, and that the next day, when 

jTpu dimd vrith that pcifon, who after* 

wai^s tieettd you ^ith foch unbecoming 

liberti^, ht nvide oai of die company 1 

fince then you could not fee him, as he 

was obliged to go to bis feat, which is 

about thirty miles off, on anextraordi* 

ntry occafion, and returned not ^11 the 

day after you left this town. He feem'd 

more tbaa ordinarily affeAed on my 

telling him what had happened, on your 

9^ouot, und after jpaufing a little, « How 

unhappy was I, laid he, to be ablent I 

had I been here, there would have been 

no need for the brother of Mifs Betfy 

to have exppicd bis life to the fword of 

an injurious antagonift^ or his charafter 

to the cenfui?e of the univecficy. I 

would have taken upon my(elf (o hgve 

revenged the fiuarcd of tbtt. %sci\^V^Vt 



no THE HISTORY OP 

" lady, and either have fcverely chaftifcd 
*« the infolence of the aggreflbr, or loft 
** the beft part of my blood in the at- 
<« tempt. * * I was very much furprifed 

* at thefe words, as well as the emphafi^ 

* with which they were delivered; but rc- 

* covering myfclf as foon as I coidd. We 
*' are extremely obliged to you, fir, faid 
*^ I ; but I know not if fach a miftakeri 
«* generofity might not have been fatal to 
•* the reputation of us both. What would 
*• the world have faid of me to have becii 
*« tamely paflive, and fuffer another to 
*« revenge the affront ofiered to my 
«* fifter ? What would they havfe thought 
<* of her, on finding her honour vindi- 
«« cated by one who had no concern in 
c< it?" •« No concern! cried he, with 
<< the utmoft' eagernefe; yes, I have a 
*« concern, more deep, more ftrong, than 
«* that of father, brother, or all the ties of 
«« blood could give ; and that you had be- 
«* fore now have been convinced of, had 
** I not been fo fuddenly and fo unfortu* 
•' nately called hence/' 

* Perceiving I looked very much con- 
« founded, as well I might, *' Ah ! Frank, 
«« cried he, I love your charming fifter: 
«* my friends have, for thefe fix months 
•« paft, been teazing me to think of mar- 
^^ ris^c^ and fevcral pro^pofel^ have been 
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•* made to me on that fcore; but never 
*♦ 'till I faw the amiable Mils Betfy, did I 
<* behold the face for whpm I would ex- 
«* change my liberty : . in fine, *tis flie, and 
" only (he, can make me bleft ; and 1 re- 
•« turned to Oxford full of the hopes of an 
♦* opportunity to lay my heart, my perfon, 
•* and my fortune at her feet. 

• It would require a volume,, inftead of a 
letter to repeat half the tender and paf^ 
fionate expreffions he uttered in your fa* 
vour. What 1 have already faid is 
enough to give you a fpecimen of the 
reft. I Ihall only add, that being im- 
patient to begin the attack he is deter- 
mined to make upon your heart, he is 
preparing to follow you to L43ndon with 
all poflible expedition. I once had 
thoughts of accompanying him, but 
have fince thought it proper to have Sir 
Ralph Trufty's advice in fomething I 
have a mind to do, and for that pur- 

pofe fhall take a journey into L e, 

as foon as I receive remittances from Mr. 
Goodman, to pay oflf fome trifling debts 
J have contracted here, and defray my 
travelling expences \ fo that, if things 
happen as I wi(h they may, my/riend^s 
paOTion will have made a cooQderable 
progrefs before 1 fee you. 

Vol. !. G ^\>^ 
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* Indeed, my dear fifter, if you hare hot 

* already feen a man whofc perfon ytoti 

* like better, you can never have an offer 

* that promifes more fclicUy : he left the 

* college foon after I came into it, beloved 

* and refpcdcd by all that knew him, for 

< his difcreet behaviour, humanity, and 

* affability : he went afterwards on hit 

* travels, and brought home with him 

* aM the accompliftiments of the feveral 

* countries he had been in» witjiout beiiig 
K the leaft tainted with the vices or fop<-^ 

* perie^ of any of them : he has a muc{ir 

* larger eftatc than your fortune cbuki cx^ 

* peft, unincumbered with debts, morc-^ 
« gages^ or poor relations : his family it 

* antient, and, by the mothef^s fide, bo-* 

* nourable •, but, above all, he has fente^ 
« honour,and good-nature," — rare qualities) 

< whiph, in my opinion, cannot fail of 

* making him an excellent hulband^wheo-' 

* e^er he comes to be fuch. 

* But I (hall leave htm to plead his own 
« caufe, and you to follow your own in* 

* cUnations. I am, 

* with the n>oft unfeigned good wifhes^ 

« My dear fifter, 
• Your affectionate brother, 
• And humble fervant, 

• F, Thovghtless. 



^ISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 123 

« P.S. Mr. Trueworth knows nothing of 

* my writing to you in his behalf; fo 
« you are at liberty to receive him as 

* you (hail think proper. 

Mifs Betfy required no lefs a cordial 
thjgi this,, to revive her fpirits, pretty 
rough deprefled finee her ill ufage at Ox* 
ford« 

She had not time, however, to indulge 
the*^pleafure of reflecting on this new tri- 
umph, on her ifirft receiving the news of 
it. Lady Mellafm had fet that evening 
apart to make a grand vifit to a perfon of 
her acquaintance, who was juft married 1 
the young ladies were to accompany her, 
and Mifs Betfy was in the midft of the 
hurry of drefling when the poft brought the 
letter, fo fhe only looked it carelefsly over> 
and locked it in her cabinet 'till (he (hould 
have mpre leifure for the examination.— 
They were all ready-, the coach with the 
beft ham mock- cloth and harnelTes was at 
the door, s^n.d only waited while Mrs. 
Prinks was drawing on her lady*s gloves, 
which happened to be a little too tight. 

In this unlucky in(tant one of the foot- 
men came running into the parlour^ and 
told Lady McDaiin, that thtic ^i^ ^n^\>} 
G 2 WV 
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ill- looking woman at the door, who en- 
quired for her la^yfhip, andJihatihe muft 
neeci^ fpeak with her, and that ftie had a 
letter to deliver, which (he would give into 
nobody's hand but her own. Lady Mel- 
lafin feemed a little angry at the info* 
lence and fglly of , the creature, as (he 
then termed itj but ordered (he fliould be 
(hewed into the back parlour : they were 
not above five minutes together, before 
the woman went away, and Lady Mella(ih 
returned to the room where Mils Bctfy and 
Mils Flora were waiting for her. A coa- 
fufion not to be dcfcribcd fat on every fea- 
ture in her face; (he looked pale, (be 
trembled, and having told the young la- 
dies fomething had happened, which pre- 
vented her going where (he intended, flew 
up into her drclTing-room, followed bv 
Mrs, Prinks, who appeared very much 
alarmed at feeing her ladyfhip in this dif* 
order. 

Mifs Betfy and Mifs Flora were al/b 
furprifed, and doubtlefs had their own 
conjeftures upon this fudden turn. *TU 
not likely, however, that citHfer of them, 
efpecially Mifs Betfy, could hit upon the 
right : but whatever their thoughts were, 
they communicated them not to each other, 
and feemed only intent on confidering in 
whgc manner they (hould difpofe of them- 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 1^5 

{tWcs that evening, it not being proper 
they fliould ^akc the viQt above- men** 
tioncd without her ladyfliip. As they were 
difcourfingon this head, Mrs. Prinks came 
down, and having ordered the coach to be 
put up, and fent a footman to call a hack,. 
ran up Hairs again, in a great hurry, to. 
her lady. . . 

In lefs time .than could almoft be ima- 
gined they both came down: Lady Mel- 
laGn had pulled oflP her rich apparel, an 1 
mobScd herfcif up in a cloak and hood, 
that little of her race, and nothing of her 
mr, could be diftinguiihed : the two young 
ladies ftared, and were confounded at the 
metamorphofis. " Is your ladyfliip going 
^< out in that drefs ?" cried Mifs Flora ^ 
hut' Mifs Betfy faid nothing, " Aye, 
*« child, (replyM the lady, fomewhat faul- 
•^ teringin her fpeech) a poor relation, who ' 
«* ihiy fay is dying, has fent to beg to fee 
•* me.*' She faid no more, the hackney- 
coach was come, her ladyfliip and Mrs. 
Prinks ftepped haftily into it ; the latter 
in doing lo, telling the coachman in fa 
low a voice, as nobody but himfelf could 
bear, to what place he was to drive. 

After they were gone, Mifs Flora pro* 
4X>fed walking in the park ; but Mifs Betfy 
did not happen to be 'm a hxxtcvow vq ^ 
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cither there or any where elfe, at that 
time, on which the other told her, (he 
had got the fpleen ; but, faid (he, " I am 
** refolved not to be infefted with it, fo 
•' you muft not take it ill, if I leave you 
** alone for a few hours ; for I fhould think 
*' it a fin againft common fenfe, to fit 
•* moping at home without fiicwing my- 
** felf to any one foul in the world, after 
*' having taken all this pains in dreffing.** 
Mifs Betfy affurcd her, as (he might do 
with a great deal of fincerity, that flie 
Ihould not at all be difpleafed to be ca- 
tircly free from any company wh^iiocvcr 
ii'.c the whole evening v and tQ pcoye 
the truth of what fhe faid^ gave orders 
that inftant to be denied to wjioever ihpuld 
come to vifit her. •* Well (cried -Mifa 
^^ Floira, laughing) I (half give y(HiF comr 
** plimentSjt howevcrj^ wherel ani ^oin^,**^ 
and then mentioned the naoocs of ibme 
perfons flie had juft then taken into her 
head to vifit. ** As you pleafc for that,** 
replied Mifs Betly, with the fame gdf 
fivjr it ^^ but don^t tell tl^efn it is bqcau^ 
«* I am eaten up with tl^ vapours, ^ai; 
«^ I choQie to fiay zt hpipe .nu;hfi^ fl\MK 
^^ carry my compbnoents ia perfpn; for. 
«* if ever 1 find cut (continued /he) that 
^' you ar^ fo mifcbievous^ I fhaU contrive 
<' fome way oi QC^if tQ be cevcnged oa 
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They talked to each other in tjiis plea- 
fant manner, 'till a chair Mifs Flora had 
fcnt for was brought into the hali, in 
which ihe feaied herfelf tor her inteaded 
ramble, and Mifs Betfy went into her 
chamber, where how flie was amufed will 
prcfently be Ihcwn. 



CHAP. XIL 

is littU mori than a eontinuana rf thif9rmer. 

MISS Betfy had no igoner di&o^ged 
herfelf from the kicumbramcie of a 
drefs, and put on one more light 
and eafy, al frefco, as the Spaniards phrafe 
it, than flie began to give her brothcr'3 
ktter a more ferious and atteotive perufaU 
than ihe had the opportunity of doing 
before. 

She was charnKid and elated with tht 
defcription Mr. Francis had told her, fhe 
had iofpireS in the bread of his friend; 
ihe called to her , mind the idea of thofc 
pcrfons who were prefent at the entertain- 
ments he nientioned^^ndeafily recoUedbed^ 
which was moft rike\Y \o >a^ ^^Vs^«% 
G 4. %^'^>^^ 
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though (he remembered not the name : 
(he Very well now remembered there was 
one that feemed both times to regard her 
with glances, which had fomewhat pecu- 
liar in them, and which then (he had ia- 
terpreted as the certain indications of feel- 
ing fomething in his heart of the nature 
her brother had defcribed ; but not feeing 
him afterwards, nor hearing any mention 
noade of him, at leaft that (he took no* 
tice of, the imagination went out of her 
head. 

Tlvs account of him, howver, brought 
to her memory every thing (he had ob-* 
ferved concerning him, and was very wdl 
convinced ihe had feen nothing, either ill 
his perfon or deportment, that was not 
perfeftly agreeable; yet notwithftandins 
all thfs^ and the high encomiums given at 
him by a brother, who (he knew would 
not deceive her, (he was a little vexed to 
^nd herfclf prcffed by one fb dear, and 
fo ijearly related to her, to think of him 
as a man (he ever intended to marry : 
ihe thought (he could be pJeafed to have 
fuch a lover, but could not bring herfelf 
to be content that he ever fliould be a 
hufband. She had too much good fenfe 
not to know it fuited not with the con- 
dition of a wife to indulge herfelf in the 
gaieties (he at prefeat did^ which though 
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Innocent, and, as (he thought, becoming 
enough in the prefent ftate (he now was, 
might not be altogether pleafing to one, 
who, if he fo thought proper, had the 
power of reftraining them. In fine, fhe 
looked upon a ferious behaviour as unfuit* 
afade to one of her years, and therefoye 
• refolvcd not to enter into a condition, 
which demanded fbme (hare of it, at leaft . 
for a long time; that is, when (he (houkl 
be grown weary of the adm^iration, flat*^ 
teries, and addrt(res of the men, and no* 
longer found any pleafurc m feeing ht^r- 
fclf pfefened before alV the women (^ hit 
acquaintance. 

ThoQgjh it IS certain that few young, 
bandfome ladies are without fome ihare 
of the vanity here defcribed, yet it is tabe 
hoped, there are not many who are pof- 
fcffed of it- in that immoderate degree 
Mifs Beffy was. It is, however, for the 
lake of thofe who are fo, ibat thefe pages 
are wrote, to the end they may ule iheir 
mmoft endeavours to correft that error^ 
as thef will find it fo fatal to the happi^ 
hefs of one, who had had fcarce any other 
'blameable propenfuy in- her whole com^ 
po(ition^. 

Thiff young lady was full of med taf'on 
«n her new conqueft, and vlvt m^w^w^V* 
G 5 -^Vi^stosr 
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' whicli fbc (hould receive the viftim, who 
. was fo (hoftly to prQftxate himfelf at the 
Ihrirte of her beauty, when (he heard forne 
body run haftily up ftairs, and go into 
Xady Mellafm's dreffing-rooriH whicji 
beingj as has bK?en already t^ken nptke pf 
on a very rcjnwkaWe pccafion^Ui^gieDpcfl 
cue of the chamber to 1^ whq was therf^ 
and fowd Mrs. Prinks very bufy at a ca- 
binet, where her ladyfhip's jewels were al- 
ways kept: ** Sq, Mrs. Prinks, ((aid fhe) 
** is my lady co;ne heme ?** " Np, Mift, 
*« (replied the othe?) her lady (hip is cc?- 
** tainly the moft compafflonate l>c(t wck 
** man in the world : her coufin is very 
** bad indeed, and (he has fent me for a 
J:*_ bottle of rgyiving drops, which I am 
•5 going back ta carry*'' With tbefe 
words ihc (hu(Bed fonaething into her 
pocket, and having locked the cabinqt 
again, went out of the room faying, —^ 
** Your fervant, Mifs Betfy, I cannot ftay, 
«* for lifc's.at (hke." 

' This put MijS Betfy in the greateft: cou- 
ftcrnation imaginable: (he knew Lady Mel- 
la(ia could have no* drops in that qabine;, 
UDlefs they were contained in a phial of 
no larger circumference than a thimble^ 
the drawers o( it being very (hallow, and 
m^de only to hold rings, croceats^ neck- 
hfes^ ^ad fuch other ftat uVtJs^^ts.: (he 
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thought there was fomething very odd and 
extraorcHnary ip the whole affair. A 
ftrange woman coming in fo abrupt i 
manner, — her refufing to give the ktter tat 
any one but I^dy Mellaiin berfelf,— her 
ladyfhip's confufion at the receipt of it,— * 
Iiei: diigutGng herfelf, and going out with 
Prinks 10 that violent hurry, —the. latter 
being feht home,— her taking fomething 
out of the cafk<^t, and her going back 
again ; aH thefe incidents, I fay, when put 
together, denoted fomething of a myftery 
not eafily penetrated iniio. 

Mifs Betfy, however, was not of a dif- 
pofuiQn,tt>.t|iink too much, or too. deeply,, 
en thpib things which the moft nearly 
concerned herfcif, much lef^ . on fuch as; 
related entirely to other people 5 and Mif» 
Flora coming home foon after, and re- 
lating what converfation had paffed in the 
vifits fhe had been making, and the dreifes 
the feveral ladies had on, aod fuch other 
trifling matters, diverted the other from^ 
tjiofe ferious reflexions,; which might* 
otherwife, perhaps, have lafted fotoewSat* 
longer. 

When Mifs Flora was undr^fs-d, they 
went down together into the parlour, 
where they found MnGoodtt>aiv ^xu^vi^t.^. 
unczfy^ that Lady Me\\af\r\ nn^i!^ yvo\. cc^to^ 
G 6 VoiX^csR 
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home. He had been told m what aianner 
ihe went out, and it now being, growr^ 
dark, he was frighted leaft any ill accident 
Ihould befal her, as (he had no man-fer^ 
▼ant, nor any one with her but her woman^ 
whom, he faid, he could not look on as a 
fijfficient guard for a lady of quality,againfl: 
thbfe infults, which night, and the liberti* 
nifm of the age, frequently produced. 

This tender hiifband alfced the young 
kidies a thoufand queftions, concerning the 
poffibjlity of guefling to whom, and ta 
what part of the town (he was gone, ki 
order that he might go himfclf, or fcnd a. 
Jervant to condirft her lafelyhomej but 
neither of them were able to inform himf 
any thing farther than what has been al- 
ready related 5 that fhe had been lent for 
to a lick relation, who, as it appeared ta 
them, had been very prefTing to engage, 
hv lady (hip to that charitable office* 

Mr. Goodman then began to endeavour 
to Tecolle6k the names and places of abode^ 
of an thofe he had ever heard her lay were 
of her kindred, for (he had never fuffer*d 
any of them to come to the houfe, under 
pretence that fome of them had not be- 
Itived well, and that others 1!>eing fallen 
to deciy, and poor, might cxpeft favours 
Aom her^ and that Ihe nvouWl fctfer no- 
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body belonging to her to be burtbenfom^ 
Co falm* 

He was, notwithfUnding, about to fend^ 
his men in fearch of hts beloved lady^ 
chough he knew not where to dirndl theni 
td go, when 0ie and Mrs. Prinks came 
home: he received her with all the tpanf- 
ports a man of his years could be capable 
of, but gently chid her for the little carer 
fiie had taken of herfelf, and looking onf 
her, as Mrs. Prinks was pulling off hep 
hood, '^ Blck me,, my dear^ laid he,, what 
^ was your fancy for going out in fuch w 
•« drefs ?^* " My coufih, replied Ihc, }% 
" in very wretched circumftancesy lives? 
•• in a little mean lodging, and, befides^ 
** owes money •, if I had gond any thing, 
** like myfclf, the people of the houfe 
** might have cxpefted grcai things from- 
" me. I am very compaffionate, indeed ,v 
** to every orje under misfortunes, but 
•* will never fquander Mn Goodman's^ 
^ money for their relief"' 

^' I know thou art all goodnefs, (faid^. 
the old gentleman, kiffing her with the ut* 
moft tcndernefs ;) ** but fomething, con- 
•* tinucd he, methmks, might be fparcd."' 
^ Leave it to me, Mr. Goodman, anfwer*d 
*« fhe, I know befl,^ — they have not de- 
•» icrvcd it frqm me/* Ste \Wv \.^Vi ^ 
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long ftory, how kind fhc bad been to this 
coufin, and fomc others of her kindred, in 
\\et firft hufband's time, and gave fome 
inftances of the ill ufe they had made of 
her bounties. AH (he faid had fo much the 
appearance of truth, that even Mifs Betfy,^ 
who was far from having an high opinion 
of her fincerity, believed it, and thought 
Ho farther of what had paffcd ; fhe had» 
indeed, in a fhort time, fufficient bufinefs 
ef her own to take up all her mind. 

■ NJr. Goodman, the very next day^ 
brought home a very agreeable young 
gentleman to dine with him, who, though. 
Re paid an extraordinary refpeft to lady 
Mellafin, and treated her daughter with. 
the utmoft complaifance, yet in thecompli- 
inents he paid to Mifs Beefy, there was 
Ibmething which ffeemed to tell her fhc 
had inlpired him with a paQion more ten- 
der than bare refpeft, and more fincere 
than common coipplaifance. 

She had very penetrating eyes this way, 
and never made a conqueft without know- 
ing fhe did fo; (he \^as not, therefore, 
wanting in all thofe little artifices fhe had 
but too much made her fludy, in ordei: 
to fix the impreffion ^fhe had given this 
lirangcr as indelible as pofllble : this (he 
had a very good opporiuutt^ fox Ao\ ^\ 
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he ftaid the whole afternoon, drsHik tea 
with the ladies, and left them not, *till a 
crowd of company coming in» he tliought 
gpod-manners obliged him to retire. • 

Mifs Betfy was filled with the moft im« 
patient curiofity to know the name and 
chara&er of this perlbn, whom (he had al- 
ready fet down in her miod as a new ado- 
rer : (he afked Mifs Flora, when they were 
going to bed, as if it were a matter of in- 
difference to her, and merely for tiie fake 
of chat, who that gentleman was who had 
dined with them, and made fo long a 
viTit ; but that young lady had never leen 
him beloK, and was as ignorant of every 
thing concerning him as herfelf. 

Mifs Betfy, however, I<^ no part of her 
repofe that night, on this account, as fiie 
doubted not but (he (hould very foon be 
lofbrmed by himfelf of all (he wifhed to 
know : flie was but juft out of bed the next 
morning, when a maid-fervant came into 
the chamber and delivered a letter to her, 
which (he told her was brought by a por- 
ter, who waited for an anfwer. 

Mifs Betfy's heart fluttered at the men- 
tion of a letter, flattering herfelf it came 
from the pcrfon who at prefent engr ofs'd 
her fhoughts 5 • but oc\ uVyi^^^ Vi Vwci '^^ 
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H>aid foi^d a woman's hand on the fupe^- 
fcription, and one pferfcftljr known to her, 
tho' at that inftant (he could not recoUeA 
to' whom it belonged : (he was a good deal 
farprifcd, when, on breaking the feal, (he 
found i& cam^ from Mi(s Forward, with 
whom, as well as the beft of the boarding- 
fchool ladies, (he had ceafed all correfpon- 
dents for many months.. The concencs 
were thefe ^ 

^ Tjo Miss Bitsv Thoughteiss^. 

«E)earMifsBctfy, 

<« THOUGH (inee I had the pleafure 
^ of feeing or hearing iiom you, fo many 
»* accidents, and odd turns of fortune^ 
♦* have happened to me, as might very 
•* well engrofs my whole attention ; yet 
<* I cannot be (a far forgetful of our 
«* former fpiend(hip, as to be in the fame 
«* town with you, withuut letting you 
•* know, and dcfiring to fee yoiJ^ Were 
** there a poITibility ©f my waiting on yois 
** I certainly ^ould have made you the 
•'* firft vifu % but alas ! at prefent there is- 
" riot. -^^ Oh ! Mifs Betfy, I have (kange 
*• things to tell you ; — things fit only to- 
« be trofted to a perfon wh^fe geherofity 
•* and good-nature 1 have experienced. \i 
/* therefore you are fo good to come, I 
''^ mud inutat you will Wvn^^ tvo cota^a^ 



i 
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" nton with you, and alfo that you will 

** allow me that favour the firft idfurc 

/* hour -, becaufe I am in feme hopes 0I 

** returning to L .— e in a (hort time. 

** Pleafc to enquire for the houfe of 011c 
*^ Mrs. Nigtufhade, in Ciuck-Iane, * near 
** Smirhficld, where you v/ill find her* 
V who, in fpite of rime, abfence, and a 
thoufand perplexing circumftanccs, iS; 

** With the mort: tender regard, 

*' My dear Mti^ Betfy* 

** Vour vtry Bnccrc, 

^^, *• Thojgh unfortunate friend, 

A*FORWARI>^ 






'* P, S. Be fo good to let me know> by q 
** lme> whether I may flatter myfel 
*' with the hopes of feeing you, and at 
*' what time," j 

Though Mifs Betfy, through the hurry 
o! her own affairs, had neglcflcd writing^ 
to this young lady for a confidcrable time^ 
yet fhe was extremely pleated at hearing 
from her: fhe could not imagine how- 
ever, what flrange turns of fortune they 
w^ re (he mentioned in her letter, and 
which fhe ftippofcd had brought her to 

LotiA 
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London. Equally impatient to faiisfy her 
curiofuy in this point, as to fee a pcrfon 
with whom flie had contrafted her firft 
friendfliipf fhe took pen and paper, and 
immediately wrote this anfwcr : 

To Miss Forward^ 

" Dear M ifs Forward, 

"THE fatlsfaftion of hearing yoh 
•* were fo near me wotld be complcar, 
•* were it 'not allayed by the hints you 
•• give, that fomc accidents, not altogc- 
•* thcr pleafmg, had occafioncd it. I long 
•* to hear what has happened to yoii* 
** fince kft wc few each other, and will 
** not fail tQ wait on you this afternoon. 
^* I know nothing of the part of the town 
** you are in, bgt fuppofc a hackney* 
•^ coach will be able to find its way. I 
•• will detain your meflenger no longer, 
f than to tell you that I am, 

•« With the moft perfeft amity, 

" Diar.Mifs Forward, 

?? Tour very aflPeaionatc friend, 

^ And humble fervant, 

<* E. Tboughtlmi. 
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Mifs Flora had not been prcfcnt whet> 
the maid delivered the letter to Mifs Betfy ; 
but coming into the chamber juft as flic 
had finiflied, and was fealing up the anfwcr 
to it: *'-So, faid flie, have I ,catchcd 
** you ?" Pray what new lover have 
*' you been writing to this morning?" 
It was in vain that Mifs Betfy told her, 
fhe never had yet fecn the man (he 
thought worthy of a letter from her, on 
tlic fcore of love : the other perfifted in 
her affevcrations •, and Mifs Betfy, to filencc 
her raillery, was obliged to fhew her feme 
part of the letter (he bad received froo^ 
Mi& Forward. 

It being near bre^^ft-tixne thejr went 
down together into the' parlour* and as 
tKey were drinking, ibeir coffee, ** Welh, 
*' pretty lady, faid Mr. Goodman to Mifs 
*« Betfy with a fmilt, how did you like 
^ the gentleman th^t dined here yeftcr^ 
** day." This queftion fo much (urprifedr . 
l)er, that (he could not help blufliiiig, 
^' ts\kt him, J&r^ riepliied (he, I did DO(i 
^ sake any notice of hiin. -^ I remember 
** a (Granger was here, and ftaid a good 
«< while, and that is all \ for I neither. 
*^ obferved any thing be faid or did, or 
** thought on him fincc/* ** The agree-* 
** able coAfMfioQt criod Mr.^ G^odmasvt 
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•* gaily, you are in at my mentioning 
** him, mdkes me believe you remarked 
*' him more than you are willing to ac- 
*' knowledge,, and 1 am very glad of it :— 
•' you dp, him but juftice, I aflbre you, 
*' for hcl/very much in love with you.'* 



** Lord, fir, (faid Mifs Bctfy, blufhing^ 
«* ftill more) 1 cannot imagine what makes 
•' you talk fo 5 I don*t l^ppofe the man 
•'thinks of me any more than I do of 
** him/* ** That may be," rejoined he> 
laughing outright. Lady Mcllafin then 
took up the word, and told her hufband^ 
he was very merry that morning, *« Ayt^ 
•« faid he, the hurry of fpirits I have put 
" poor Mifs Betfy in has made mc fo j 
•« tor I can affure you the thing is very 
" ferious. ; but, continued he, you fhalt 
• know the whole of it.** 

He then proceeded to inform them;* 
that the perfon he had been fpeaking of 
was the fon of one who had formerly been?; 
a merchant % but who haying acquired a 
forge fortune by his induftry, had for tc-' 
i!(eral ye«rs paft left off bufinefs, and lived 
moftly in the country ; that the young 
gentleman had fecn Mifs Betfy at St. Pauri 
rebearfal, when they were alt there to hear 
tlMi mufic i that the next day after, he 
J»d conm to kim m: acoffce-houfe,^ whic& 
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is was known he frequented, and after 
afking many queftions concerning Mifs 
Betfy, and hearing fhe was not engaged, 
dcclartd he was very much charm'd with 
her, and entreated his permifnon^ as being 
her guardian, to malce his addrefles to 
her. Mr. Goodman remembered the af* 
front he had received from Alderman 
Saving on a like pccafioii, and was deter- 
mined lio't to lay himfelf open to the fan^ 
from Mr. Staple (for fo he was called) 
and plainly told the young lover that he 
would . encourage nothing of that fort, 
without the approbation ot his father ; that 
after (his he had a meeting with the old 
gentleman, who beihg fully fatisfied by 
him of Mifs Betfy*s family, fortune, and 
charafter, had no objeftions to make 
againft his fon's inclination* ** Having 
«\ this fan6l ion, continued Mr. Goodman, 
^* ahd believing it may be a very proper 
** match for both of you, I brought him 
** home with me' td dlhne? yefterday, 
** and Ihould be glad to know how f^r 
«* you think you can approve of the 
** offer, before I give him my confent to 
•* makcit/V 

" I have already toM you, fir, replied 
«< M'Ss Betfy, that I took biH: little notice 
•* of the gentleman j — or if I had, ihould 
.•V wv^r have alk'd myftlf tte x\v)R&Vwi^ 
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»• whether I^ooldlikf him or not; for 
** as to m»»agc7^o afiure you, fir, it 
•* is a thing that has never yet entered 
" into my head." ** Nay, as to that, rc- 
*' turned he, it is time enough indeed. -^ 
" A good hufband, however, can never 
" cott\c unfcaibnably . —r I fbali tell him 
** he may vifit y6u, and leave you to an- 
^^ fwer the addi^fles acGorSing to the dic- 
<* tates of your heart." 

Mifs Bctfy neither oppofed, nor gave 
confent to, whatt her guttfdian iaid pa chis 
fcorc 5 but her not rcfufin^ feemed to him 
a fufiicient grant : fo there pafTed nothing 
•more except fome little pleafantrics ufual 
on fuch fubjeAs. 



CHAP. xin. 

Contains fomi part rf ihihijiory of Mifs FH"* 
ward^s adveniur^f^frum the titr» (fhir kavBg 
the Boarding'fchiol^ as relatti^ by hiffiif itf 
MfsBetfy. 

MiSS Betfy had now her head, thou^ 
not hcfr heart, full of thenwotieiv 
conqueAs &e had made : Mr. Truenrbrrti 
nras ftroagiy recommended b^ \^btoi\\^t^ 
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—Mr, Suple by her guardian; yet all the 
ideas (he had of either of them, ferved only 
to excire in her the pleafing imagination, 
how, when they both came to addrefs her, 
Ihe fhpuld play the one againft the other, 
and give herfclf a conftant round of diver- 
fion, by their alternate contentment or di& 
quiet. As the barometer, faid fhe to her« 
feifj is governed by the weather, fo is the 
man in love governed by the Woman he 
admires: he is a meer machine, —«aAa 
nothing of himfelf,— *has np will or power 
of his own, but is lifted up or deprefs'dt 
juft as the charter of his heart is in the 
humour. I wi^, continued fhe, 1 knew 
what day thefe poor creatures would come, 
— though 'tis no ipattcr,— I have got, it 
feems, poflelfion of their hearti, and tbeiir 
eyes will find graces in me, let me appear 
in wdat fliape foever. 

Thefe contemplations, however enchant- 
ing as they were to her vanity, did not ren* 
der her forgetful of the promife fhe had 
made Mifs Forward, and as fcon as dinner 
was over, ordered a hackney coach to be 
called, and went to the place Mifs For- 
ward's letter haddireded. 

It is fcarce pofiible for any one to be 
more furprifed than fhe was, on entering 
thehoufeof Mrs. Nightfiiadfi« TV^^U^bn 

^1 
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of Mifs Forward was a gentleman of a 
large cftatc, and of great confideration in 
the county where he lived, and fbe ex- 
peded to have fccn his daughter in lodg- 
ings fuitable to her birth and fortune : in- 
ftead of which, (he found herfclf conduc- 
ed by an old ill- looked mean woman, who 
gave her to underftand (he was the mijlrcfs 
of the houfc, up two-pair bf-ftairs, fo nar- 
row that (he was obliged to hold her hoop 
quite under her arm, in order to gain the 
tteep and almoft perpendicular afcent : — 
Ihe was then (hewed into a little dirty 
chamber, where* on a M%etched bed, Mifs 
Forward lay, in a moft melancholy and de- 
jeded pofhire, " Here is a lady wants 
♦* you," faid the hag, who u(hered in IM ifs 
Bctfy. Thefe words, and the opening the 
door, made Mifs Forward ftart from the 
bed, to receive her vifitor in the bcft man- 
ner (he could : (he faluted, (he embraced 
her with all the dcmonftrations of joy and 
affedion i but Mifs Beefy was fo confounded 
at the appearance of every thing about her, 
ihat (he was almoft incapable ot returning 
her cartflics. 

Mifs Forward eafily perceived the con* 

fufion her friend was in, and having led 

her to a chair, and feated herfclf near her, 

** My dear Mifs Betfy, faid (he, I do 

'* noc wonder you arti a\^t«v^d at find* 
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** ing me in a condition fo different from 
•' what you might have expedted : my let- 
<• ter indeed gave you a hint of feme mis- 
*' fortunes that had befallen me j but t 
** forbore letting you know of what na* 
** ture they were, becaufe the fafts, with- 
•* out the cifcumftancfes,which would have 
«' been too long^to communicate by writ- 
«* ing, might have made me appear mqre 
«« criminal, than I flatter myfelf you will 
** think I really am, when you (hall be 
** told the whole of my unhappy ftory.** 

Mifs Betfy then affured her, (he ihould 
take a friendly part in every thing that had 
happened to her, and that nothing could 
oblige her more than the confidence (he 
mentioned : on which the other taking her 
by the hand, and letting fall ibme tears, 
faid, " O Mifs Betfy[! Mifs Betfy !— I have 
•* fuffered much, and if you find a great 
«' deal to blame me for, you will find yet 
** much more to pity." Then after having 
paufcd a little, as if to recolleft the paf- 
fages (he was about to relate, began in thii 
manner:* 

* You muft remember, faid (he, that - 

* when you left us to go for London, I 

* was ftridly watched and confined, on 

* account of my innocent correfpond ence 
.^* with Mr. Sparkifti •, bui Oci^\.^c^vc^^^|ycv- 

Vol. I. H * \Sr.^^ 
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tkm^ bieing feo^ (o ^ univerficy fbon 
after, I had the f^me Itbettjras eycr^and 
as much as Any yoo^g lady in the fcbooL 
1 he tuu>r^^« who W4a with us.io your 
tirne^ being in an ill ftate of heakh« 
went away« and on^t M^K^empiicIle Gre^ 
Qouiile, a French w|^Q3^n» was put in her 
place: the governie&Jbadtabtgb (Dpinioii 
of her, not only on the ftrore of the did* 
r^Aer ibe h«d of b^r, but alfa for the 
gravity of her behaviour. But as.de- 
n^^re, how<v^r> as ihft a&ded to. be 
before her, fhe could be as merry and 
facetious as ourCelves, when out of her 
fight, as you will foon, perceive by what 
I have to tell you. 

♦ Whc.nwe^ any of us took; an. evening's 
walk» this was the peribn to whole care 
w^ were encrufted, the governels growing 
e^ry day naore in6nD» and indeed un« 
ablie to attend U8» 

* It was towards the clofe of a very hot 
^y^ that myfelf^ and two more^ wens 
with Mademoifelle Grenouille to take a 
litle air in the lane, at the backfide of 
the great road) chat leads up to Lord 
♦***'s fine feat. We w^re about the 
middle of the lane when we he&rd the 

found oF French: horns, double curtails, 
sad other inilrumtnts. ol Ni'uv&f mu^c \ 
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Mademoifelle at this could not rcftrain 
the natural alertnefs t)f her country, but 
went dancing on, 'till we came very Hear 
tbofe that played. 

* You muft know» my dear Mift Bctfjr, 
(continued (he) that my Lord ♦***'s park 
wall reaches to the bottom of this lane^ 
and has a little gate into it : having, it 
fecms, fome company with him, he had 
ordered two tents to be eredted in that 
part of the park ; the one for himfelf 
and friends, the other for the mufic, 
who founded the inftruments to the 
heahhs were toafted; but this we being 
ignorant of, and delighted with the har 
mony, wander*d on 'till we came cl^^fe 
to the little gate I mentioned, and thcrfe 
ftood ftill liftening to it. Some one or 
other of the gentlemen faw us, and faid 
to the others, — * We have eve's-drdp- 
pers 5* on which they quitted their feats; 
and ran to the gate. On feeing them all 
approach, we would have duwn back; 
but they were too quick for us | the gate 
was inftantly thrown open, and fix ot* 
feven gentlemen^of whom my Lord him* 
felf was one, ruQied out upon us. Per* 
ceiving we endeavoured to cfcape them, 
they catched hold of uSj-^* Nay, ladies^ 
« faid oiic of them, you. tuv^ t^^ \\\\t^i;. 
Hz ^ v^ 
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^ to avoid'paying the piper, after having 
*• heard his mufic/* 



* Mademolfellc on this addrefs'd her- 

* felf to my Lord ♦***, with as much for- 

* mality as ftie could affume, and told him 

* we were young ladies of diftinftion, 
' who wtrc placed at a board ing^fchool 

* juft by, and at prefent were under her 

* care. To begged no rudenefs might be 

* offered. His Lord (hip protefted on his 
^ honour none ftiould ; but infiftcd on our 

* coming into the park, and drinking one 

* glafs of whatever wine we pleafed i upon 

* which, -^ *' What fay you, ladies? cried 
*' Mademoifclle, I believe we may depend 
*' on his Lordfhip's protc6lion.** None 

* of us oppofed the motion, as being as 

* g-ad to accept it as herfelf. In a word, 

* we went in, and were conduced to the 

* tent, in the midft of which were placed 
« bottles, glaffes, jellies, fwcet-meats, 
< pickles, and I know not what other 
« things to regale and quicken the ap- 

* petite. . Servant?, who attended, cooled 

* the glaffes out of a filver fountain, on 

* a little pedeftal, at one end of the tent, 

* and filled every one a glafs with what 

* each of us chofe. One of the com- 

* pany perceiving our conduftrefs was a 
'French woman, talked to her in her 

f own language, and kd Vitt ^ u\\tv\\t.u^ 
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* rbund the table ; and, in the mean time, 
« the others took the opportunity of enter- 

* taining us r he that had hold of me, fo 

* plied me with kifles and embraces, that 

* I fcarce knew where I was. — Oh ! the 

* difference between his careffes and the 

* boyilh infipid falutes of Mafter Sparkifh! 

* The others, I fuppofe, were ferved witli. 

* the fame agreeable robuftnefs I was ; buc 

* I had not the power of obferving them, 

* any more than, as I afterwards found, 

* they had of me. 

• In fliort, never were poor innocent girls 

* fo prefled, — fo kifled . — every thing 

* but the dernier undoing deed, and thac 
^ there was no opportunity o^ completing, 

* every one of us, our tutorefs not ex- 
f cepted, I am certain experienced. 

** Heavens ! (cry*d Mifs Betfy, inter- 
•^ rupting her) how I envied your happi-i 
^^ ncfs a moment fince, and how I tremble 
** for you now !** 

« O Mifs Betfy, replied Mifj Forward, 

* ev ry thing would have been df ne ia 

* that forgetful hour -, but as I have aK 

* ready faid, th^ re was not an opportunity, 

* My lovrr notwithftanding, torfo I mult 

* call him, would not let me get out of- 
« his arms, 'till I had to\d\i\m tK^yxv-OTv^x 
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* and by what means he (hould cahvcy a, 

* letter to me. I affetSlcd to make a 

* fcruple of granting this requeft, though 

* Heaven knows-I was but too well plcafed 
« at his grafping me ftill fafter, in order tO 

* compel me to it. I then gave him my 

* name, and tokl him, that if he would 
< needs write, I kmw no other way by 

* which he might be fure of my receiving 

* his letter, but by flippiiig it into my 
« hand as I was coming cut of church>, 
« which he might eafily do, there bring 

* always a great concourfc of people about' 

* the door : on this he gave me a felute, 

* the warmth c f which I ntver JhaH forget^ 

* and then fu8r red me to depart whh my 

* companions, who, if they were not quite 

* fb much engaged as myfelf, had yet 

* enough to make them rtmcmbcr this 

* riight's ramble, 

* The tutorefe knew well enough how to 
« excufe our ftaying out to much longer 

* than ufual, and neither the governefs^ 

* nor any one in the family, except our- 
•felves, knew any thing of what Had 

* palTtd. I cannot fay but my head ran. 

* extremely on this adventure. I heartily 
^ wifhed my pretty fellow might keep his 

* word in writing to me, and was form- 
! ing a thoufand projefts how to keep up 

. ^ a corre/pondcnce with hina^ I don't tell- 
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• you I #as x(Am they call in loVe 5 but 

• certainly I was very near it, and lohged 

• much more for Sunday tha^ cfer I had 

• done fori new gown. At laft the wifh'd. 

• for day armed, — my gentleman was 

• punftual,— he came clofe to me jn the 

• church porcS, — 1 held my hand in a 

• carelefe manner^ with my handkerchief 

• in it behind mc, and pt-efeHdy found 

• fomething put into it> which I haftily 

• conveyed into my pocket, and on ccniUig 

• home, found a littfc three-corrterM biilet, 
^ containing thefe lines : 

ft 

To the chaitnii^ Mi& Forward* 

•* Mod lovely of your fcx, 

*1 1 rtA VE not flept fince I few you, 

^ fo deep an imprcffion has your 

•« beauty made on my heart, that I. find t 
** cannot live Without you; nor even di« 
^ in peace, if you vouchfafe not my laft 
f* breath to iffue at your feet. In pity 
^ then to the fuflF^rings you occafion, 
f* grant me a fecond interview, though it 
** be only to kill me with your frowns,^ 
*< I am too much a Granger in thefe parts 
•• to contrive the means i be, therefore, 
•* fo divinely good to do it for me, elfe 
^ expeQ: to lee me carried by your door 
f a bleeding deatMefs coi^%^. — '^^ ^^^^ 
H 4. ^Aaxs^ 
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** tim of your cruelty, inltead of your 
•« compaffion, to 

*• Your moft grateful adorer, 

•• And evcrlaffing flave, 

" R. Wildly-" 

« In a poftfcript to this (purfued Mifa 
} Forward) he told nae, that he w0ui4.be 

• in the church porch in the afternoon, 
« hoping to receive my anfwer by the fame 

• means I had direfted him to convey to 

* me the didates of his heart. 

^ I read this letter aver afed over, as you 

* may eafiiy guefs, by my remembering. 

* the contents of itfbpcrfcftly, but it is 

• impofCble for me to exprefi the pcr- 

* picxity I was in how to reply to it. i 

• do not mean how to cxcufc myfelf .from 

* granting the interview he fo paflionately 
*requefted; for that, perhaps, I wiOkd 

* for with as much impatience as he could 

♦ do, but r was diftrafted at not being 

* able to contrive any prafticablc method 

♦ for our meeting, 

» O Mifs Betfy, how did I long for you, 

• or fuch a friend as you, to affift me ia 

• this dilemma ! but there was no one 
^per/on in the whole houfe I dared truft 
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* with fuch a fecrct : — I could not eat a 
^ bit of dinner, nor fcarce fpeak a word to 

* any body; fo much were my thoughts 

* taken up with what i fhould do. I was 

* rtfolved to fee him, and hear what he 
^ had to fay, whatever {hould be the coa- 
^ fcquence ^ at laft I hit upon a way, dan- 

* gerous indeed in every refpeft, and 
^ ihamcful in a girl of my condition 5 yet 

* as there were no other, the frenzy I wa3 

* poffefs*d of, compelled nie to have re- 

* courfe to it. 

* You muft remember, my dear Mils 
^ Betfy, continued (he, with a deep figh„ 

* the little door at the farther end of thp 

* garden, where by your kind contrivance 

* young Sparkifti was introduced : it was- 
« at this door I determined to meet Mr^ 
« Wildly. This you may be f^re could 
•^not be done by day, without a difco- 

* very, fome one or other being cohti- 
^ nually running into the garden. I there- 
*- fore fixed the rendezvous at night,- at 

* an hotir when I was pofitive all the fd- 

* mily would be in bed, awi 0rdier*<i it in- 

* this manner : ■ 

* Chance aided my ill genius in* m^ 

* undoing, I lay at that time alone j— 

* Mifs B^, who ufed to be my Bedfellovr;, 

* wgs gone home! for ^ toivw^w.^ c^^ '^^- 
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• count of a great wedding-in their family^ 

• and I thought I could cafily flip dowa 

• flairs when every body was afleep^ and 

• go through the kitchen, from which you 

• know there is a paffage into the garden. 

• I took no care for any thing, but to pre- 

• vent the difappointment o§ my defign ; 

• for i apprehended nothing of ill from a 

• a man who ador'd me, and of whofe will 
^ and anions I fooUflily imagined I had 

• the fole command. 

* The fettling this matter In my mind 
^f engrofsM all my 'thoughts 'till tlic bell 

• begfto to ring for divine ferviee, and J 

• had only time to write thefe lines in an- 

• fwcr to his billc^; 

To Mr. WiLOLY. 

•* S?ii, 

•* I HAVE been always told it wafc 
«* "highly criminal in a your^ maid, 
** like mc,. to liften to tlie addrcfles of 
•* any m^ without receiving the per^- 
•• miffion of her parents for fo doing % 
*« yet I hope I (hall ftand excuicd both t# 
** them and you, if I confefs I am willing 
^< to be* the firft to hear what fo nearly 
«* concerns myfelf. I have but one way 
/^ ofipeaking to you, and if your lov« 
'^ b^ a^ fmQ^it and fetveul a& >|ou vx.«^^ 
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^ tend, you ^ill not think it too much 

< to wait between the hours of eleven 

< and twelve this night, at a grpen door^ 
^ in the wall which ehcompafles our gar^ 
^ den, at thd further ena of the laae< 
^ leading tD that part of Lord ♦*♦♦•$ park* 

* where Ve fifft Taw each .other; you. 

* will fthdf me,, if b6 cro6 accident inttfr-^ 
^iMeiy at tW tinae and place I men- 
^tion; bar impute this condcfcenfion to 

* no other motive thaiv that compaflion^ 

* you implore. I flatter myfclf your in- 

* tftntions ifc honourable, and m that be- 
•'Ikf am^. 

•• S I R, 

"^ Youp humble fervant, 

•* A. Forward/*' 

Mifs BctJy durmg the repetition of this ' 
Ittter, and feme time before, fliook her 
head^ and (hewed great tokens of furprize 
and diiapprobation, hut offering no inter- 
raptionv^the other went on in her difccurfe 
in this^ manner:. 

* «'rproteft to yoU', my dearMift Bfetfy,, 
*'fiiid (he, that I had nothing in view by 
"this ktierrthan'to fecure him to me as a^ 

* larer^ I never had reafou 10 \e>^^vv\: ^• 

* the private correfpond^uce; \ ^^i\\\^^ ^^^ 
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* with Mr. Sparkifb, nor knew it was inr 
« the nature of man to take advantage of 

* a maid's fimplicity ; but I will not pro- 
« trad the narrative I promifed by any 

* needlefs particulars. Every thing hap* 
^ pencd but too fortunately, alas ! accord- 

* ing to my wilh : I found Mr. Wildly 

* in the church-porch, gave him the fatal 
« billet, unperceived by any one : night 

* came on, — all the family were gone td 
« their repofe, — and I unfeen, unheard,i 
« and unfufpefted, quitted my chanibery 

* and taking the route I told you of,. 
« open*d the garden door, where it feems 
« the perfon I expefted had waited above 

* half an hour. 

* His firft falutations were the moft 

* humble, and withal the moft endearing^ 

* that could be/ — " My angel, faid he, 
** how heavenly good you are 1 permit me 
" thus to tbank you.** *^ With thefe 

* words he threw himfclf on his knees, 

* and taking one of my hands, kifs'd it 

* with the extremeft tendernefs. But, oh F 
« jet no young woman depend on the firft 

* profeflions of her lover ;^ nor in her* 

* own power of keeping him at a proper 

* diftance.* 

Here a fudden gu(h oF tears prevented^ 
her, for fomc minutes, from "pTOfecati^ife'^ 
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her difcourfc, and Mifs Bctfy^. found her^ 
felf obliged to treat her with more tender- 
hefs, than in her own nfiind ihe thought 
the nature of her cafe defcrved* 

CHAP. XIV. . 

C$Hduiis Mifs Forward^s narrative^ and r/*, 
laUs^fome further particulars of Miff Betfy^ 
hbaviour^ on bearing a deiaA Jhe fo littlr 
txpeStetL 

HOW fweet are the confolations of a- ' 
fincere friend ! — how greatly do 
they alleviate the fevereft of misfortunes !. 
— Mifs Forward foon dried up her tears,, 
on a foft commiferation fhe faw they ex- 
cited in Mifs Bet>fy ;. and ftifling, as well 
ai fhe could the rifing fighs- with which- 
her bofom heaved ai the rcmerobrance of 
what fhe was going, to relate, relumed her 
mournful (lory in thefe terms ^ 

« You may very well fuppofe, faid lbc,r 

• that the garden-door was not a. proper 

• place to entertain my lover in : — good* 
« manners forbad me to ufe him in fo- 
« coarfe a manner : — befides, late as it 
1 was, fome paflRrnger might happen , t& 
i come that way •, I thcidwt \t^\atcv'\siW 
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•"the arbour,, at the end of the terrafs^ 
•"where we fat down together on that 
,: broad bench un4er the arch, where you 
^fo often ufcd id loU, and call it yoar 

* throne of ftate. K(?ver was there a finer 
♦night; — the moon and her attcndanr 
«' ftars, Ihone with uncommon brightnefs ;. 
^ the air was all ferene, the boifterous winds 
^ were all lockM in their caverns, andonly? 

< gentle zephirs with their fanning wings,.. 
■*- wafted a thoufknd odours from theheigh- 
*" bouring' plants, perfuming all around.— 

* 'Twas an enchanting, fcene ; nature her- 
^ felf fcemcd to cpnfpire my ruin, anct 
•contributed all in her power to Itill my 

* mind into a foft forHctfulncfs of what t 

* owed myfelf, — my lame, my fortune,^ — 

* and my family. 

« I was beginning tbtell him, Kow fen- 

< fible r was, that to admit him] in thisi 
** manner was agarnft all the rules of de- 
*ccncy and decorum j and that I hopedl 
«' he would hot abufe the good opinion T 
« had of him, nor entertain the wofi^ of 

* me for pn^ fb readUy complying with* 

* his reqwefti and foch like Huff: to which^ 
**hc gave little ear,^ and only, anfwered 
•me with proteflations of the moft violent 
•"paffioa that ever was; - — fwore that I 

* /fad more charms than my whole fex bc- 
^£des' cot^^ bodii of *, — tim 1 ^^is «\' 
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^ angel! — a goddcfs! — that I wa$ na* 
^ ture's whole pcrfcftion in one piece : 
< then looicing on me with the moft ten^ 
*^der languifhmenbv he repeated theie: 
^ line3 in a kind of extafy;. 



< In forming thoct heaven igph^umtml care ^^ 

* Like its own b^nty it deiiga M' tbe^ fair, 

^ And copUd from dm-hefrl^^d angel tbiere.- 

* The anf^ers I mad% tatfeferomanticr 
*- enconiiums, were fiily enowgji I believe,^ 

< and fuch as tiicoui;aged him to think I" 
*- was too weli pleaied to be nsuch offend*- 

< ed at ai^ thing he did. He ki&'d, ---r- 

< he clafped mc tahis boibm^ilillftleQcing; 

* my rebukes, by telling mo how hauid- 
^ fame I was, and bow much he lov'd me ;« 
''and that as opportunities of fpeaking to 

* me were fo difficult to be obtained, I 

* muft not think him too prefyming.if hr 
'^ made the moft of this. 

s < What could I do ? — how refift his* 

* prcffures? 1 he maid bavVng put me to 

* bed that night as ufual', I had no time' 
« to drefs myfelf again after I got up, fo^ 
f was in the moft loofe difhabiUe that can 

* be imagin'd. ' His ftre^ig^k wa$ far fu* 
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« perior to mine; — there was no creature 

< to come to my affiftance: — the time, 

* — the place — all joined' to aid his 

* wiflies ? — and wiih the bittereft regret 

< and fliame I now confefs it, my own 

* fond heart too much confented. 

* Inr a word, niy dear Mifs Betfy, frofti 

* one Irberty he proceeded to another, 'till 
« at laft there was nothing left for him to 
« ask, or me to grant.' 

Thefe laft words were accompanied with 
a fecond fibod of tears, which ftreamtrf in 

* fuch abundance down her cheeks, that 
« Mifs Betfy was extremely moved : her 
« good-nature madfe hi^r pity the diftrefs^ 
*• tho' her virtue and underftanding taught 

* her to deteft and defpife the ill conc!u6l 
« which occafioned it : (he wept and figh'd 
*- in concert with her afflidcd friend, and 
^ omitted nothing that fhe thought might 

* contrib^ite to aflwage her forrows^ 

Mifs Forward was charmed with the^. 
generofity in Mifs Betfy, and compofed 
h^rfelf as much as poffiWe, to make thofe 
acknowledgments it merited from her^ 
and then proceeded to gratify her curiofity 
with that part of her adventures which yet 
rcwmn'd-untcM. 
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« Whenever I recolleft, refumed ftic, 
« how ftrangely, — how fuddenly, — how 
^ almoft unfolicired, 1 yielded up my ho- 

* nour, fome lines which I remember to 

* have read fomewhere, come into my 
« mind, and feem, methinks, perfeftly 
« adapted to my circumftanccs. — They 

* arc thefc : 



* Pleas'd withdeflruflion, proud to be undone 

* With opeiv arras I to my ruin run, 

* And. foughi the mifchieft I was bid to fliun : 
^ 1 cippted that (hame a virgin ought to dread^ 
^ And had not the excufe of b«in^ betray 'd*^ 



:l 



• Alas ! I fee my folly now, — mjr 

• madriefs, — but was blind to it too long, 

• I upbraided not my undocr ^ — J re* 

• monlVrated not to him any of the ill 

• coiifcquences might poffibly attend this 

• tranfaction •> nor mentioned one word 

• concermng how incumbent it waS; on 
*^ him, to repair the injury he had done 

• me bymarriage : — fure never was there 

• fo infatuated a wretch 1 looming be* 
« gan to break in upon us, and the pang 
^ of being obliged to part^ and the means 
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* of meeting again^ now took up all mf 
^ thougbcft. Letting him in at midnight 

* was very dangerous, as old Nurfc Win-* 

* ter, who yoo know is very VApourilh^ 
' often fancies (lie hears noifes iri the 

* houfe, and rifes to fee tf all the doors 

* and windows afe faft: befides Mr.Wildly 
^ told me. It wa3 highly incon^veoient for 

* him, being obliged to nfiake a friend- of 

* my 'lord *****s porter to fit up for 

* him* 

• I was almoft at my wit'^s end, *till he 

* recovered me by faying, he believed' 

* there might be a more ca(} way for our 
^ intercourfe, than this noftumal rcndez«» 

* vous/ " Oh ! what is that ?*' cried | 
•* earneftly. ^*^he Frenchwoman, re- 
"^ plied he, CS'^^ives heise, is good- 
•* natgred, andrftf a very amorous com-^^ 
•* plexion 5 at leaft Sir John Shuffle, wha 
•• toy'd with her in my Lord's park, tcll» 
** me (he is fo ; but, continued he, \ 
*« dare take his word •, he knows your fex. 
** perfedlly, and I dare anfwer, if yotiJ 
♦* will get her to go abroad with you„ 
••the Goftfequcnce. will be agrccabk ta 
»• us all/* 

•• What,, fiid I would you have mo^ 

•• make her my confidante ?" •* Not aU 

^ aogether fo, faid he •,-. at Icaft not •till- 
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«< you are upon «ven terms with her j t 
** nican, 'tjl you have lecrct for fccret* 

" How can that be ? demanded V 
•< Leave thgt to me, faid he, do you only 
^ .get her out to-morro^ a walking •, lee 
** me know what time you think you can* 
•« beft do it, and Sir John and I will meet 
** you a^ if by chance/* I told him I 
•* would undertake to do it if the wca- 
•• ther were fair, and that they might 
^ meet us going towards the town, but it 
** muft be paft five, after (he bad givca 
•* her French Icfibn to the ladies, Thi» 
^ beirg agreed upon> we paj? ted» though 

* not without the extreme^ rduAance %, 
^ at lead, I am fure on my fide it waa^ 

* fincerely fo. I then y*eot back with the 

* fame precauticfh I h. uk out, k)cke<t 

* all the doors foftly, i^' i goc into my 
< chamber before any of the family were 

* ftirring. 

< I was more than ordinarily civil to* 

* mademoiselle all the next day: I faid^ 

* every thing I could think on to flatter 

* her, and having got an opportunity of 

* fpeaking to her alone, **^Dear mademoi*^ 
•* felle, fejd I, in a wheedling tone, I 
♦•^have a great favour to beff of you.*** 
« What is that, Mifs ? replied flie ; anjr 
** thine in my power you may command.**^ 
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* I then told her, I had got a whim la 
^ my head for a new tipper, ai;d that I 

* wanted her fancy in the choice of the 

* colours.' •* With all my heart, faid 

* (he, and when we go out a walking this 

* evening, we can call at the milliner% 

* and buy the ribband^.*' " That will 
<• not do, cried I, I wou'd not have any 
«* of the ladies know any thing of the 
•* matter, 'tiU I have made it and got Jt 
^* on ; fo no-body muft go with us.'^ 
** Well, well, anfwer'd (he, it fhall be 
*' fo i but I mull tell the governels. — 
«* I know fhe will not be againft humour- 
*-*.ing you in fuch a tittle fancy, and will 
** fend the other tutorefs, or Nurfe W.in- 
♦« tcr, to wait upon the other ladies/* * I 
^ told her (he was very good, but enjoin'd 

* her to beg the governefs to keep it as a 

* fecrct ; for my tippet would be mighty 
^ pretty, and I wanted to furprife them 

* with the fight of it. 

• The governefs, however, was fo kind 
•* as to let us go fomewhat before the time 
« we expefted, in order to prevent any. 

* one from offering to accompany us ;. 
•■but early as it was the two gentlemen 

* were on the road. They accofted us 

* with a gr*at deal of complaifance :* 
** What ! my Diana of the foreft ! (aid 

^f* Sir Jolm ta madcH\\)ifeVl«»^ra I fo for- 
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*« tunate to fee you once again ?" * What 

* reply IHe made I do not know, being 

* fpeaking to Wildly at the fame time j 

* but he alfo, by my inftijgations, made his 

* chief court to mademoifelle, and both 

* of them joined to intreat (he would per- 

* mit theni to lead her to fomc houfc of 

* entertainment : her refufals were very 

* faint, and perceiving, by my look, that 

* I was not very averfe/ ** What jhall we 
^ do, mifs ? faid Ihe to me, there is no 
•« getting rid of thefe men. Shall we 
•* venture to go with them ? — 'Tis but 
«* a frolic." *' 1 am under your dircdion, 
•* mademoifelle ; but I fee no harov in it, 
" as to be fure, replied 1, they arc gentlc- 
** men of honour." 

* ^ In fine, we went into the firfl: houfe 

* that had the profpeft of affording us an 

* agreeable reception. It is not to be 

* doubted but we were treated with the beft 

* the place we were in could fupply ; Sir 

* John declared the moft flaming paflion for 
« mademoifelle, and engrofs'd her fo much 

* to himfelf, that Wildly had the liberty 

* of addrefling me, without letting her fee 

* his choice gave me the preference, 

• Sir John after ufing mademoifelle 

* with Ibme freedoms, which I could 5^^t- 

« ceive the did not grcax\s td^x^x^ x.^^ 
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*' her, there was an exceeding fine pidure 
^ in the next room, and aAced her to ga 

* and look upon it/ ** O ! yes, replied 
<* (he, I am extravagantly fond of paint- 
*« irg. Arc not you^ mife?" continued 
ihe to me with a CardeTs air. ** No^ faid 
*^ I, I had rather Hay here, and look out 
^* of the window \ bu( I woirid not hiiv 
•* der this gc»tleman/* liieaning Mc 
*< Wildly, who replied, •« 1 have feen ic 
^r already, fo wiU flay and keep yoa 
" company." 

« I believe, indeed, we might have 

* fpared ourleJves the trouble of thefe laft 
< fpeeches \ for our companions feemed as 
« little to cxpeft as to defire we flionld 
« follow them, hut ran laughing, jum^ 
^ ing, and ikipping out of the r^iom, 
^ utteriy regarcUels of tbdfe they k£t b<h 
•hind. 

* Thus VQU fee, my dear Mifs Betry-^ 
« continuea Ihe^ Wildly had, a fecond 

* tinoe, the opportunity of triumphing 
"^over the we^nefs of your unhappy 
♦friend. Oh ! had it been the laft, per- 

* haps I had not been the wretch I am \ 

* but, alas ! my tolly ceafed not here : I 

* Jowd, —and every interview made hitn 
^ S&ll dear£T to mc. 
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* On mademoifeJlc's return, we bcguo 

* to talk oi going home : *< Blefs roe, 
** cried I5 'tis now too late to go into 
*• town- What excufc (hall we make to 
•* the governefs for not having bought 
"^^ the ribbands ?** ** I have already con* 
«* trived that, replied fhe, I wiJl tell her, 
'* that the wom^n had none but ugly old- 
•* fafhioned things and experts a frclh 
^^ parcel frono London in two or thre^ 
*• days.** ** O that is rarcy cried I, that 
^ will be a charming pretence for our 
*« conning cut again/* ** And a charm- 
•• ing opportunity for our meeting you 
•' again, faidSii: Joho Shuffle/* •^'If vou 
** have any. inclination to lay hold of it, 
*« rejoined madeaioifclle.'* •* And you 
•« have courage to venture,'* cried he. 
** You fee wc arc no. cowards, anfwcred 
•* Ihe. briflcly.** " Wcllthpn^ name your 
»« day, faid Wildly, if Sir John accepts 
^< the challenge,^ I wiJI be bis.fecQnd 1 but 
•* I am afraid it cannot be till after Thurf- 
*• day, becaufe my Lord, talks of going 
ftc tQ ♦♦♦•^ and we caonot be back in left 
•« than three daya.**^ 

♦ Friday therefore was. the, day ngretd 
^ upon, and we ail four were pun^ual tQ 

♦ the appointment, I (halV tvot xxwJcX^ 
*fou with the particularly ol ow cwNtx- 
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< ration 'in this or any other of the mcet>- 
« ings we had together, only telljou, that 
« by tlic contrivance of x)ne or Other qf 

* us, we found means of coming together 

* once or twice every week, during the 

* whole time thefe gentlemen ftaid in the 

* country, which was upwards of two 

* months. 



< On taking leave, I prcfsM Wildly to 
write to me under cover to madcmoifelle 
Grenouille, which he promifed to do» 
and I was filly enough to expeft. Many 

f}o{ls arriving, without brining any 
etter; I was fadly difappointed, and 
coulci not forbear exprefling my concern 
to mademoifelle, who only laughed at 
me, and told me, I as yet knew no- 
thing of the world, nor the temper of 
mankind; — that a tranfient acquain- 
tance, fuch as ours had beep with thefe 
gentlemen ought to be forgot as foon as 
over 5 — that there was no great proba- 
bility we fhould ever fee one another 
agam, and it would be only a folly to 
keep tp a correfpondcnce by letters ; — • 
and added, that by this time they were, 
doubtlefs, entered into other engage- 
ments ; and fo might we too, faid Ijie, 
if the place and falhion we lived in did 
/jor prevent us. 
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« I found by this, and fomc other 
fpecches of the like nature that it was 
the fex, not the perfon ihe regarded. 
I could not, however, be of her way of 
thinking. I really loved Mr. Wildly, 
and would have given the world, had I 
been miftrefs of it, to have feen him 
again ; but, as (he faid, indeed, there 
was no probability for my doing (b ; and 
therefore I atten>pted, through her per- 
fwafions, to make a virtue pf neceflity, 
and forget both him and all that pafied 
between us. I Ihould in the end, per- 
haps, have accompliihed this point ; but 
oh ! I had a remerqbrancer within, which 
I did not prefemly know of. In* fine, 
I had but too much reafon to believe I 
wa» pregQint. — A thing which though 
a natural conftquence of the folly I h^d 
been guilty of, never once entered into 
I my" head. 

^ MadcniK>ire1Ie Grenouille ieetndd now 

• terribly alarmed, on my communicating 
« to her my fufpicions on- this fcore : (he 

• aied Vwas very unlucky ! — then paufed, 
^ and aik'd what I would do, if it fhould 

• really be as 1 fear*d ? I replied, that* I 
^ knew not what courfe to take, for if 

• my father fhould kngw it I was utterly 

• undone ; I added, that te ^^'^ ^ n^\>^ 
Vol. I \ ^ zs!&s^^ 
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^ auftere man ; and befidcs I had a 

* mother-in-law, who would not fail to 

* fay every thing (he could to inccnfc him 

* againft me.' 

** I fee no recourie you have then, 
<^ Hlid (he, but by taking phy(ic to caufe 
*< an abortion. You mult pretend you 
«^ are a little ditbrdered, and fend for an 
** apothecary ; the fooner the better, for 
y^ if it (hould become vilible, all would 
«^ infallibly be known, and we (hould both 
•» be ruined/' 

^ I was not fo weak as not to fee, that 
« if any difcovery were made, her (hare 

* in the intrigue muft come our, and (he 

* would be dire£tly turned out of doors ; 

* and that whatever concern (he pretended 

* for me, it was chiefly on her own ac- 

* count : however, as I faw no other re« 
^ medy, was rcfolved to take her advice. 

^ Thus by having been guilty of one 

< crime I was enfnared to commit another, 
^ of a yet fouler kind : one was the error 
' < of nature, this an oflfence againft nature. 

* The black dt&gn, however, fucceeded 

* not : I took potion after potion^ yet ftill 

< retained the token of my (hame, which 
fat length became too perfpicuous for 

^ mc 
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^ me to hope it would not be taken notice 
< of by all who faw mc. 

< { was almoft diftra<5ted, and mademoi- 

* felle Grenouille little lefs fo : I was one 
^ day alone in my chafnber, pondering on 

* my wretched ftate, and venting fome part 

* of the anguiih of my mind in tears, 

* when (he came in : *' What avails all 
«< this whimpering ? faid flie, you do but 
«* baften what you would wiih to avoid. 
•* The governefs already perceives you 
«« are ftrangely alter'd ; (he thinks you are 
<< either in a bad ftate of health, or fome 
tt y^2LY difordered in your mind, and talks 
<< of writing to your father to fend for 
•* you home.** 

** O heaven ! cried I, — Home did 
•* you fay ? — No i I will never go home. 
^* The grave is not fo hateful to me, nor 
** death fo terrible as my father's pre- 
« fence/* " I pity you from my foul, 
^ £ud (he( but what can you do? There 
«* will be no fhying for you here, after 
<« your condition is once known^ and it 
*< cannot be concealed much longer.** 
« Thefe words, the truth of which 1 was 

* very well convinced of, drove me into 

* the laft dcfpair : I raved, — I tore my 
^ hair,-*I fwore to poifon, drown, or ftab 
^ myfelf^ rather than live to bi^^t xxc) 

I 2 ^ ^^tCk^ 
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* fl^ame espppi^d CO the feverity of my ^« 

* ther, and reproaches of my kiridced/ 

^^ Comtf ccimc» reftuned, (he^ there is 
<^ no need of fuch deipcratc remedies, y^u 
*^ had better go to London, and have re* 

* recoiirie to Wildly ; wlio. knows, as ycAi 
'^ arc a gentlemaA's daughter, and will 
** have a f^ittune, but you mayperfwade 
*^ hicQ to m^rry you ? if npit, you oaa 
«* oblige him to takecaffe of youia y4)ur 
<^ lying-iiu and ta keep the child : and 
^^ when you are once goc rid q| y^urbur* 
** then, fo^mcejflcufe or other may be found 
<• for yx)ur elopement^'* 

** But how (hall I get to Loodon*?. re- \ 
*' fumed I, how find out my undoer in 
<* a pUce I knew aotbing c^, nor ever 
c< have been at? Of wJiom (hall I en* 
*^ qjui;^ ? I am ignorant of wh^t family 
•* he is or evea wliere he lives/* *« As 
^^ to that, replied fiie, I will undertake ta 
•« inform myfetf of every thing neceflGiry 
•^ for you to know, and if you refolve to 
** go I will fet about it direftly.** I then 
< told her, I would do aoy thing rather 
C; thaa be cxpoied \ on which (he bid me 
^ a(Sjme as cheerful a countenance as I 
<^ could, and d^spend on her bringing me 
t iume iacelligence of WikUy before I flept. 
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• The method ftie took to make gbod 

* her ^promife, was, it feem?, to Tend a 
« perfon whom (he cou'd (Confide in to the 

* feat of lord ♦*♦», to enquire among the 

* fcrvants where Mr. Wildly, who hud 

* lately been a gueft there, might be found. 

* She told me, that the arifwer they gave 

* the man was, that they knew nc t Where 
« he lodged, but that lie might be hear'! 

* of ttt any of the cofFce-houfcs about St. 

* James's. As I was altogether a ftrangcV 

* in London, this information gave hi'e 
•* but little fatisfaftion \ but madeinoifeire 
■« Grenouille, whofe intereft it was to hu^rjr 
^ me away, aflTurcd n>e that (he knew that 
^ pan of the town perfcdlly well, having 

* livid there feVeral months on her firft 

* arrival in England ? — that there werfe 
< feveral great coffee- houfes there, fre- 

* quented by all the gentlemen of falhion', 
^^nd that nothing would be rhore ea^y 

* than CO find Mr. Wildly dt one or othp'r 

* of thtm. My heart, however, Ihuddereil 

* at t?he thoughts of thiis cnterprize, yet 

* her peffwafions, joined to the tefrots 1 

* was in of being- ex^ofed, and the cer- 

* oainty that a difcovery of my conditioh 
« was inevitable, made rnc rcfolve to un- 
^ disruke it. 

1 3 *V.<i« 
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• Nothing now remained but the means 
^ how I Ihould get away, fo as to avoid 
^ the putfuit which might, doubtlcfs, be- 
* made after me; which, after fome conful- 
^ tation^ was thus contrived and executed : 

A flying coach fet out from H - 



* every Monday at two o'clock in the 

* morning ; mademoifcJlc Grenouiile ery- 

* gaged the fame man, who haci enquired 

* at Lord ***»'s for Mr, Wildly, to lecurc 

* a place for me in it. The Sunday be- 

* fore I was to go I pretended indifpofi- 

* tion to avoid gong to church : I pafled 

* that time in packing up the beft of my 

* things in a large bumlie ; for I had no 

* opportunity of taking a box or trunk 

* with me. My greac^ft ciificulty was 

* how to get out of bed from Mifs Bab, 

* who ftiU Jay witli me, I thought, how- 

* ever, that Jf (he happened to awake 
^ while I was fifing, I would tell her I 

* was not very well, and was only going 
« into the next room, to open the widow 

* for a litttle air ; but I flood in no need 
^ of this precaution, fhe was in a found 
< fleep, and I left my bed, put on the 
^ cloaths I was to travel in, took up my 
' bundle and ftole out of the room, wittv- 
^ out her perceiving any thing of the mat- 

^ tcr. I wcot out by iVit {^xcA way by 
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* which I had fulfilled my firft fatal ap- 

* poincment with Mr. Wildly ; a( a Tttle 

« diftance from the garden-door, I found - 

* the friend of madtmoifcUc Grcnouillc, 
« who waited fif me with a horfc and pil- 

* lion ; he took my bundle before, and me 

* behind him, and then we mnde the beft 

* of our way towards H— — — , where we 

* arrived time enough for the coach* I 

* alighted at the door of the inn, and 4ie 

* rode off dircftly to avoid being fcen by 

* any body, who might defcrbc him, in 
' cafe an enquiry (hould be made. 

' * I will not trouble you with the parti- 
^ cuhrs of my journey, nor how I was 

* amazed on entering this great mcrtro- 
^ polis ) I fhall only tell you, that it be- 

* ing dark when we came in, I lay that 

* night at the inn, and the next morning, 

* following the direftions mademoifelle 
^ Grcnouille had given me, took a hack- 

* ney coach, and ordered the man to drive 

* into any of the ftreets about St. James's, 

* and (lop at the firft hou?e where be 

* (hould fee a bill upon the door for ready 

* furni(hed lodgings. It happened to be 

* in Rider- ft rcet ; the woman at firft 

* feemed a little fcrupulous of taking me, 

* as I was a flranger and had no recom- 

* niendation ; but on my telling her I 

* would pay her a fottrngJAt bcfotd\^x^<i^ 

1 i^ '^ ^^ 
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< we agreed at the rate of \yidv^ fliillin^ 

* a week. 

* The firft thing I did was to fend % 

* porter to the cofFee-houfes, where he 

* cafily heard of him, but brought me 

* the vexatious intelligence that he was 

* gone to Tunbridge, and it was not 

* known when he would return. Thit 

* was a very great misfortune to me, and 
« the more fo as 1 had very little money : 
*I thought it bed, however,^ to follow 
^ him thither, which I did the fame 
^ week. 

* But, ob,! my dear Mife Bctfy, how 

* unlucky every thing happened -, he had 

* left that place the very morning before 

* I arrived, and gone tor London. I 

* had nothing now to do but return 5 but 

* was fo difordcr*d with the fatigues I had 

* undergone, that I was obliged to ftajr 

* four days to compofe myfeU. When I 
« came back I fent immediately to the 

* coffee- houfe 5 but how (hall I expreis 
« the didradion I was in, when I was told 
« he had lain but one night in town, a'nct 
' was gone to Bithr 

* This fcGond difappointment was ter- 

* rible indeed : I hail but half-a-crown re- 
fmainwg of th«/sm\e ftock I brought 
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« from the boarding-fchool, and had no 

• way to procure a Supply 'but by felling 

• my watch, which I did to a goldfintth 
« in the neighbourhood, for what he was 

• pteafed to give me, and then fet ouc for 

• Bath by (he firft coach. 

* Here I had the good fortune to meet 

• him; he was ftrangely furprifed at tho 

• fight of me in that place, but much 

• more fo when I told him what h.^d 

• brought me there: he fcemed extremely 

• concerned 4t the :^ccidtnt. But when 1 

• OKn iomd marriage-, he plainly told 

• ir.e, I muft not think of luch a thing; 

• that he was not in circumftinces fup- 

• P'Ft a fanMly j-77- that haying loft the 

• frpall fortune, left him by his » friends,. 

• at play, he was obliged to have recourfe 

• for his prefent fubfillence, to the very- 

• means by which 'he had been undone r 

• in (hort, that he was a gamefter. The- 
^ name ftartled me : treated as I had al- 

• ways he*>rd it, with the utmoft contempt, 

• I could not rccofiCile how fuch a one* 

• came to be the gueft and companion of 

• a lo d; though I h^ve fince heard, that 

• men of ihat profeffion frequently receive 
« ibofe favours from the nobility, which. 

• are denied to perfons of more unblemifh-* 

• ed cha^aders. 
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• Wildly, however, it is certain, had 

* fome notions of honour and good-na- 
' cure ; he afTured me he would do all in 

* his power to proteA me; but added, 

* that he had been very unfortunate of 
' late, and that I mufl: wait for a lucky 

* chance, before he could afford me iny 
« fupply. 

* I (laid at Bath all the time he wa^ 

* there : he vifited me every day ; but I 

* lived on my own money *till we came 

* to town, when my time being very near,' 

* he brought me to the place you find 

* me in, having, it feems, agreed witH 

* the woman of the houfe for a certain' 
« fum of mqpcy to fupport me during my 

* lying-in, and keep the child as long as 

* it (hould live. The mifci ics I have fuf- 
< tained during my abode with this old 
Vhag, would be too tedious to repeat. 

* The only joy I have is, that the wretched 

* infant died in three days after its birth, 

* fo has efcajxd the woes which children 
« thus expofcd are doom'd to bear. Wildly 
« has taken his laft leave of me, and I 

* have wrote ro an aunt, entreating her to 
« endeavrur to obtain my father's forgive- 

nefs. 1 p erended to her that I left 
^ ■ ■' ■■-■e for no other reafon than 
Tavie I had an atdeut Act^i^^ ^o fct: 
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* London ; and, as I think, no-body can 

* reveal to him the true caufe, have fome 

* hopes of not being utterly abandoned by 

* him.* 

Here this unfortunate creature finiflied 
her long narrative, and Mifs Bctfy fa<v 
her in too much afflidion to exp efs any 
thing that might increafe it : flie only 
thanked her for rcpofing a confidence in 
her, *' which, faid fhe, may be of great 
•* fervice to me fome time or other.'* 

Before they parted Mifs Forward faid, 

Ihe had gone in debt to Mrs. Nightihadc, 

for fome few things (he wanted, over and \ 

above what is generally allowed in fuch 

cafes, and had been affronted by her for 

not being atlc to difcharge it, therefore 

imreated Mifs Betfy to Jcnd her twenty 

(hillings; on which the generous and 

fweet tempered young lady immediately 

drew her purfr, and after giving her the 

fum (he demanded, put two guineas more 

into her hand : '' Be pleafed to accept 

"this fadd /he, you may pofSbly want^ 

** fomething after having paid your debt.'* 

The other thank'd her, and toKl her, (he 

doubted not but her aunt would fend her^ 

fomething, and (^le would then rcpay-it,' 

•♦ Ifliall givd myfclf no piin about tliar,' 

16 ^^U\^ 
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" faid Mifs Betfy/' and then took her 
leave, defirlng (he would let her know, by 
a letter what fuccefs (he had with her 
friends. Mifs Forward told her, (he 
might depend not only on hearing from 
her, but feeing her again, as foon as (he 
had any thing co acquaint her with^ 



CHAP. xy. 

Bring: many things on the carpet, highly pleajing 
to Mifs Bet/y^ in their beginnings and no Ufs 
perplexing to her in their confequenceu 

THE accounts of thofe many and 
dreadful misfortunes which the ill 
condudt of Mifs Forward had drawn upon 
her, made Mifs Betfy extremely penfive. 

* *Tis ftrange, faid (he to herfelf that a 

* woman cannot indulge herfelf in the lir 
'*' berty of converfing freely with a man, 

* without being perfwaded by him to do 

* every thing he would have her/ She 
thoughtf however, that fyme excufe might 
be made for Mils Forward, on the fcore 
of her being ftriftly debarred from aU 
acquaintance with the other fex. * People, 

* cried (he, have naturally an inclination 

* to do what they are moft forbid. The? 

• poor 
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* poor girl had a curiofity to hear hcrfelf 
^ addreiTcdf and having no opportunity of 

* gratifying that paflion, but by admitting 
< her lover at fo odd a time and piace^ 

* was indeed too much in hh power to 

* have withftood her ruin, even if Ihe had 
^ been miftrefs of more courage and refo-*^ 
^ lution than ftic was.* 

On meditating on the follies which wo- 
men are fometimes prevailed upon to be 
tuilty of, the difcovery ihe had made of 
lifs Flora's intrigue with Gaylaijd came 
fre(h into her mind. * What, £aid (he, 

* could induce her to facrifice htr honour ? 

* Declarations of love were not new to 
« her. She heard every day the flatteries 
« with which our fex are treated by the 
« men, and needed not to have .purchafed 
^ the aifiduities of i»ny one of them at ib 

* dear a rate. Good God ! are innocence 
« and the pride of confcious virtue, things 
« of fo little eftimation, as to be thrown 
^ away for the trifling pleafure of hearing 

* a few tender proteftations ? perhaps all 

* falfe, and uttered by one whole heart 

* defpifes the eafy fondnefs he has Iri- 

* umphed over, and jidicules the very 

* grant of ^hac he has fo eariieftly fol- 

* licitedP 
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It is certain this young lady had the 
higheft notions of honour and virtue, and 
whenever (he gave hcrfelf time to refleft, 
looked on every thing that had a tendency 
to make an encroachment on them with 
the moft extreme deteftation ; yet had Ihe 
good-nature enough to pity thofe faults in 
others, (he thought it impoflible for her to 
be once guilty of herlclf. 

But, amidft fentiments as nob!e, and as 
generous, as ever heart was po(re(red of» 
vanity, that foible of her foUl, crept in, 
and would have its fhare. She had never 
been thoroughly attacked in a di(honour- 
able way, but by Gayland^ and the gentle* 
man commoner at Oxford ; both which (he 
rebuffed with a becoming difdain. In this 
fhe fecretly exulted, and hald that depend- 
ence on her power of repelling all the ef- 
forts, come they in what (hape foever, that 
fhould be made aga nft her virtue, that (he 
thought it beneath her co behave fo as not 
to be in danger of incurring them. 

'' How great a pity it is, that a mind en- 
dued with fo many excellent qualities, and 
which had fuch exalted ideas of what is 
truly valuable in womankind, fhould be 
iainted with a frailty of fo fatal a nature. 
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as CO expofe her to temptations, which if 
(he were not utterly undone, it muft be 
owing rather to the interpofition of her 
guardian angel, than to the ilrength of hu- 
man reafon : but of that hereafter ; at pre- 
fent there were none had any bafe defigns 
upon her; we muft (hew what fuccefs 
ihofc gentlemen met with, who addrefled 
her with the mod pure and honourable in- 
tentions : of this number we fhall fpeak 
firft of Mr. Trueworth and Mr. Staple v 
the one, as has been already Taid, Are- 
nuoufly recommended by her brother, the 
other by Mr. Goodman. 

Mr. Staple had the good fortune (if it 
may be called fo) to be the fkft of theie 
two who had the opportunity of declaring 
his paffion : the journey of the other to 
London having been retarded two days 
longer than he intended. 

This gentleman having Mr. Goodman*! 
leave, made a fecond vifit at his houie. 
Lady M* llafin and Mifs Flora knowing on 
what bufinefs he was come, made an ex- 
cufe for itaving him and Mifs Bctfy to* 
gether. He made his addrefTcs to her in 
the forms which lovers ufually obferve on 
the firft declaration : and (he replied to 
what be faid, in a manner not to to encou* 
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rage him too much, nor yet to take froixi 
bim all hope. 

While they were difcourfing a footman 
came in, and told her a gencleman from 
Oxford defircd to fpeak with her, having 
fome commands from her brother to de- 
liver to her. Mr. Staple fuppofing thfcy 
had bufinefs took his leave, and Mr, True- 
worth, for it was he indeed, was introduced^ 

" Madam," faid„he, faluting her with 
the ucmoft refpedt, " I have many obli- 
** gations to Mr. Thoughtlefs ; but none 
** which demands fo large a portion oF my 
'^ gratitude, as the honour he has con* 
** ferrcd upon me in prefenting you with 
"<* this letter." To which ithc; replied^ 
that her brother mull certainly have a 
great confidence in his goodnefs, to give 
him this ' trouble. With thefe words £hc 
took the letter out of his hand, and having 
obliged him to feat himfelf : *' You will 
*• pardon, fir, laid (he, (he rudenefs which 
** my impatience to receive thecomrnands 
*^ of fo near and dear a relation makes 
•^ "me. guilty of.*/ He made no other 
•* anfwer to thefe words than a tow baw» 
and fhe withdrew to a window, and found 
^he contents of her brother's Jcttor. were 
tWc: 
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To Mifs BfeT4Y THOU0ttTl/£S». 

• My d(?ar fitter, 

* I SHALL leave OtiotH ro-morrowi 

* in order to crbfe the country for the feat 

* of Sit Ralph Trufty, as I fupt)ofe Mr. 

* Goodman will inform y6u, i having 

* wrote to him by the poft ; but the nK)ft 

* valuable of my friends being going to 

* London, and expreffing a dcfire of re- 

* newing that aeiqnaintance he had begun 

* to commence with you here, I havfc 
« taken the liberty of troubling liim wilk 

* the delivery of this to you. He is a 

* gentleman whofe merits you arc yet 4 

* ftflanger tb j but I hare fo Jgodd an opi* 

* hion of ybur penetration, as to be confr- 
« dent a very little time Will convirice ybu, 
« that hfe is deferving all thfe efte^m iri 

* your power to regard him with : in tht 

* mean time doubt not but yoii will MeJ* 

* ceive him as a perfon whofe filcc^^fs, in 

* every thing, is much dcflrcd by hirti^ 
f who is, 

« Witli the tcndereft, good wilhe^s 

< Dear fitter, 

♦ Your moft affedionate brother, 

* F. THoircftTLEfs.* 



K% 
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As fhe did not doubt bur, by the ftile 
and manner of this letter, that it had been 
lecn by Mr. Trueworth, fhe could not keep 
hcrfcif from bluQiing, which he obfervirtg 
as he fat flattered himfelf with taking as a 
good omen. He had too much awe upon 
him, however, to make any declarations of 
his palTion at the firft vifit, neither, indeed, 
had he an opportunity of doing ir. Lady 
MellaGn and Mifs Flora, thinking they 
had left Mr. Staple and Mifi Bctfy a 
fufficient time together, came into the 
room : the former was furprifed to find 
he was gone, and a ft range gentleman in 
his place; but Mifs Flora remembering 
him perfectly well, they (aluted each other 
with the freedom of perfons who were not 
entire ftrangers ; they entered into a 
converfation, and other company coming 
in, Mr. Trueworth had an opportunity of 
difplaying the fine talents he was mafter 
of : his travels, — the obfervations he had 
made on the curiofities he had feen abroad, 
particularly at Rome, Florence, and Naples, 
were highly entertaining to the company : 
on taking leave he told the ladies, he 
hoped they would allow him the favour 
of making one at their tea-table fome^ 
limes, while he renuined in London : to 
which Lady Mellafm and her daughter,, 
Jifcle /u/pcfting the motive Vv^ VaCi tot x5a\^ 
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requefl:, joined in affuring hiniy he coufd 
not come too often, and that they fhould 
cxpcd: to fee him every day ; but Mifs 
Betfy looking on hcrfclf as chiefly con- 
cerned in his admiffion, modeftly added to 
what they had faid, only that a pcrfon Co 
much, and (he doubted not but fo juftlVy 
cfteemed by her brother, might be ccrtaia 
of a fincerc welcome from her. 

Every body was full of the praifes of 
this gentleman, and 'Mifs Betfy, though 
ihe fatd the leaft of any one, thought her 
brother had not beftowed more on him 
than he really deferved. Mr. Goodmaa 
coming home foon after, there appeared 
ibme marks of difpleafure in his counte- 
nance, which, as he was the bell humoured 
man in the world, very much furprifed 
thofe of his family ; but the company not 
being all retired, none of them feemed to 
take any notice of it, and went on with the 
converfation they were upon before his 
entrance. 

The vifitors, however, were no fooner 
gone, than without (laying to be afked, he 
immediately let them into the occafion of 
his being fo much ru(Hed : ** Mifs Betfjr, 
(faid he) " you have u(ed me very ill: I 
** did not th'mk you would have made a 
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** fool of me in the manner you haw 
*^ done/' ** Blcfs me, fir, (cried (he) 
«* in what have I offended ?" ** Yoti 
*< have not only offended againft mfc, 
(anfwcred he, very haftily) •« but alfo 
•* againft your own reafon, ahd cbmmon 
*' underftanding : you are young, 'tis 
** ttue, yet not fo young as not to know 
** it is both ungenerous and filly toimpofc 
** upon your friends/' " I fcorn the 
♦« thought, fir, of impofing upon any body, 
(faid (he) *' I therefore defirc, fir, you 
** will tell me what you mean by fo unjuft 
^ an accufation/* " Unjuft \ (refumcd he) 
" iappeal to the whole world, if it were 
** well done of you to fuffer me to encoii^ 
** rage my friend** cburtftiip to you, when 
<^ at the lame time your brother had eir • 
^^ gaged you to leceive the addrelles of 
••another/* 

Mifs Betfy, though far fi-om thinking it 
« fault in her to bear the propofals of 
a hundred lovers, had as many ofiered 
themfelves, was yet a little fliocked at the 
reprimand given her by Mr. Goodman, 
^nd not being able prefently to ma^ke any 
reply to whjit he bad faid, he took a letter 
he had jufl: received from her brother out 
of his pocket, and threw it on the table, 
with tTie(e Wdrds: " That will fhew, 
i(^d he) *« whether I have not caufe to 

•• relent 
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** refent your behaviour in this point.'* 
Perceiving (he was about to take it up, 
** Hold, (cried he) my wife (hall re^d it, 
f^ and be the judge between us." 

Lady Mellafin, who had not fpoke all 
this time, then took the letter, and read 
aloud the concents, which were chefe : 

To Mr. Goodman. 

« S I R, 

* « THIS comes to let you know I 
« have received the remittances you were 
«• fo obliging to fend me, I think to fet 

* out to-morrow for L e, but 
^ (hall not ftay there for any length of 
« time : my intentions for going into the 

. • army are the fame as when I laft wrote to 
^ you, and the more t confider on that 

* affair, the more I am confirmed that a 
% military life is mpft foitable of any to 

* my genius and humour; if therefore, 
^ you can hear of any thing proper for 

* me, either in the guards, or in a march- 
^ ing regiinent, againft I come to town,. 

* I fliall be infinitely thankful for the 
f trouble you cake in the enquiry ; but, 

< fir, this; is aot all the favours I have to 

* afk of you at prefent. A gentleman of 

< family, foctuae, and charafter, has feen 
^ my Mcr, likes her, and is going to 

^ Loadom 
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London » on no other bufinefs than to 
make his addrefles to her. I have.al- 
ready wrote to her on this fubjcfti and 
I believe Ihe will pay fomc regaid to 
what I have faid in his behalf. I am 
very well aflfured (he can never have a 
more advantageous ofTer^ as to' his cir- 
cumftances, nor be united to a ndan of 
more true honour, morality and fweet- 
nefs of diipofitjon ; all which I have had 
frequent occafions of being an eye-wit« 
nefs of: but ihe is young, gay, and as 
yet, perhaps, not altogether fo capable as 
I could wifli of knowing what wMl make 
for her real happinefs : I therefore intreat 
you, Rr. as the long experienced friend 
of our family, to forward this matchf 
both by your advice, and whatever el(e 
is in your power, which certainly will bo^ 
the greateft aO: of goodnefs you can 
confer on her, as well as the higheftobli* 
gation to a brother* who wiihes nothing? 
more than to fee her fecured from aH 
temptations, and well fettled in the 
world. I amt 

. f With the greatcft refpeft, 

• Sir, ] 

« Your moft humble, 
♦ And moft obedient fervant* 

♦ F. TH0UGHTiSSa« 
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5 P. S. I had forgot to inform you, fir, 

< that the name of the gentleman I take 
« the liberty of recommending with fa 

< much warmth, is Trueworth i that he 

• is defcended from the ancient Britons 
« by the father's fide, and by the mother's 
^ from the honourable and well known 

• Oldcaftlc's, in Kcnt^* 

" O, fye Mifs Bctfy, (faid Lady Mella- 
fin) •* how could you ferve Mr. Goodman 
*^ fo ? What will Mr. Staple fay, when he 
*^ comes to know he was encouraged to 
•* court a woman that was already pre- 
•• engaged/' " Pre-engiged, madam, 
(cried Mifi Betfy, in a fcornful tone) 
** what to a man I nerer faw but three 
^ times in my whole life, and whofe mouth 
•* never uttered a fyllable of love to me/* 
She was going on, but Mr. Goodman, who 
was ftill in a great heat, interrupted her^ 
^^yingy ^* No matter whether he has ut* 
«* tered any thing of the bufinefs, or not^ 
*' it feems you are enough acquainted 
** with his fentiments, and I doubt not 
^^ but Jie know5 you are, or he would 
«* not have taken a journey to London 
** on your account. You ought therefore 
<^ to have told me of his coming, and what 
** your brother had wrote concerning him« 
^ and I ihould then have let Mr. Staple 

** know 
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" know it would be to no purpofc to 
^ make any courtihip to you, as I did to 
** anothtr juft i)cfore I came home, who 
•* I find has 'taken a great fancy to you ; 
«« but I have giircn himi an anfwer 5 for 
^« my part I do not underftand this way 
♦* of making genricmen lofc their time/* 

*Tis probable thcfe laft words nettled 
Mifs Betfy more thgn all. the reft he had 
faid : (he imagined hcrfelf fecure of the 
hearts of both Trueworth and Staple, but 
was vexed to the he^c to have 16ft the 
addrei&s of a third admirer, through the 
fcrupuloufnefi of Mr. Gocklman, who flie 
looked upon to have nothing to do with 
her affairs in this particular : (he was toa 
cunning, however, to let him fee what 
hpr thoughts were Qn thi$ occafion, and 
only faid that he ^ might do as he pleafed y 
— th*t fee did not waat a huftifeind ; — . 
that all men were alike to her j — but 
added, that it Ceemed ftrange to her, that 
H young woman who hod her fortune to 
make might not be aHowed to hear all the 
different propofals that fhould be offered to 
har on that fcore, and with theft words 
ftung out of the room, and went up 
into her chamber, nor would be prevailed 
upon to come down again that nighr^ 
chough IV£fs Flora, and Mr. Goodnoan 

him- 
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himfcif, repenting he had faid fo n^uch, 
jcalled to her for that purpofe. 



utmvsn^ousxKjntniti 



CHAP. XVI. 

» 

TrefenU the reader with the name and character 
rf Mifs Betfy*5 tlnrd lover ^ and alfo withfome 
§tber particulars^ 

THOUGH Lady Mellafin had feem'd 
to blame Mifs Betfy for not having 
communicated to Mr. Goodman what her 
brother wrote to her in relation to Mr. 
Trueworth. yet in her heart fhe was far 
from being averfe to her receiving a plu- 
rality of lovers, becaufe whenever that 
young lady fliould fix her choice, there 
was a poflibility fome one or other of thofe 
(he rejefted might tranfmit his addreffes 
to her daughter, who fhe was extremely 
dcfirous of getting married, and had never . 
yet been o1ice folicited on honourable 
terms : — (he therefore told her hufband, 
that he ought not to hinder Mifs Betfy 
from hearing what every gentleman had 
t<J offer, to the end fhe might accept that 
which had the profpcft of mofl advantage 
to her. 

Vol. I. K ^^^^ 
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Mr. Goodman in this, as in every thing 
clfe, fuffer'd himfelf to be direded by her 
judgment, and the next morning, when 
Mils Betfy came down, talVd to her with 

his ufual plcafantry, " Well, faid he, 

** have you forgiven my ill humour laft 
** night ? I was a little vexed to think my 
" friend Staple had fo poor a chance foFr 
** gaining you, and the more fo, becaufe 
*• Frank Thoughtlefs will take it ill of 
«* me, that I have done any thing in op- 
•' pofitioji to the perfon he recommends : 
*^-but you muft aA as you pleafc; for 
** my part I (hall not meddle any farther , 
" in thefe affairs." 

" Sir, replied Mifs Betfy, very gravely, 
** I (hall always be thankful to my friends , 
** for their advice, and whenever I think 
** ferioufly of a hulband fliall not fail to 
«* intreat yours in my choice ! but, conti- 
«* nued fhe, orve would imagine my bro- 
»''ther, by writing fo preffingly to you, 
H wanted to hurry me into a marriage 
•< whether 1 would or no •, and though I 
«* have as much regard for him, as a fitter . 
«« can or ought to have, yet I (hall never 
«* be prevailed upon by him to enter into 
«* a ftate to which at prcfent I have rather 
«i an averfioh than inclination. 



M% 



That 
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•^ That i%^ faid Mr. Goodman, yoa 
** have rather an ayerfion, thari an in(5lina- 
^' tion to the perfotis who addref^ y6u on 
•* that fcore.** ** No, fir, anfwcred (he, 
*' not at all ; the. perfons and behaviour, 
•* both of Mr. Trueworth and Mr. Staple, 
♦* appear to me to be unexceptionable 1 
•* but fure one may allow a man to 
♦* have merit, and be pleafed with his 
•• converfation, without ddfiring to be 
*' tacIcM tahim forever. I very believe 
** I (hall never be in love; but if I am, 
** it muft be a long length of tinie, and 
^ a fcries of perfevering aflfiduities miift 
*• make me fo. 

Mr. Goodman told her theft weite only 
romantic notions^ which he doubted not 
but a little time would cure her of. What 
reply Miis Betfy would have made is un* 
certain, for the difcourfe was interrupted 
by a footman delivering a letter to her^ in 
which fhe found thefe lines : 

To Mifs BiTsr Thottghtlbss. 

«* Fair. Creature, 

• I AM no courtier, —no beau,— <ind 
* have hitherto had but little communica* 
^ tion with your fex; but I am honeft 
f and fiocerej and you may depend on 
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* the truth of what I fay. I have. Heaven 

* be praifcd, acquired a very large fortune, 
^ and for fome time have had thoughts 

* of marrying, to the end I might have a 

* ton to enjoy the fruits of my labours, 

* after I am food either for the fifties or 

* the worms : -r-— it is no great matter 
« which of them. Now I have been 

* wifli'd to feveral fine women, but my 

* fancy gives the preference to you^ and 

* if you can like me as wejl, we fhall be 
, • very happy together. I fpoke to your 

* guardian ycftcrday, for 1 love to be 

* above-board ; biit he feem'd to lour, or, 
« as we fay at fea, to be a little hazy on 

* the matter, fo I thought I would not 

* trouble him any farther, but write di- 

* reftly to you. 1 hear there are two about 

* you; but what of that \ I have doubled 

* the Cape of Good Hope many a time, 

* and never failed of reaching my intend- 

* ed port i I therefore fee no caufe why I 

* Ihould apprehend a wreck by land. I 
' am turn*d of eight and forty, 'tis true, 

* which may-be you may think too old ; 

* but. I muft tell you, dear pretty one, 

* that I have a conftitution that will weaf 

* out twenty of your wafliy pamper'd 

* landmen of not half my age. Whatever 

* your fortune is I will fettle accordingly, 
^ and moreover will fecure fomething 

^ handfome to you at m^ dtc^^^t^ \tv cafe 
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< you (hould chance to be the lohgeft liver* 
« I know you young women do not care 

* a man fhould have any thing under youf 

* liand, fo expeft no anfw^r 5 but defire 

* you will confider on my propofais, and 

* let me know your mind this evening at 

* five o'clock, when I (hall come to Mr* 

* Goodman*s, let him take it how he will- 
« J can weather out any ftorm to come at 

* you, and finccrely am, 

♦ Dear foul, 
i Your moil C^ithful, 
* And affcdionatc lover, 

* J. HVSOM.' 

There were fomc paffages in this letter. 
that fee Mifs Betfy into fuch immoderate 
fits of laughter, as made her a long time 
in going through it» Havnig finilh'd (he 
whole, fhe turn'd to Mr. Goodman, and 
putting it into his hands, — - ^ Be pleafed, 
^* fir, to read that, faid fhe ; you (hall 
•* own, at leaft, that I do not make a fecret 
** of all my lovers to you/* Mr. Good- 
nan foon look'd it over, and after return- 
n^it to her, ** How troublefome a thing 
Mt is, faid he, to be the ^^x4\^xv v^ ^ 
beautiful young \ad\\ Hi\veJc«x\ ^^^^> 
K5 
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«• or whether I refufe the confent rcquirr cl 
^^ of me, I equally gain ill-wHl from one 
*« fide or the other/* 

Lady Mellafin, who had all this mom« 
ing 'complained of a violent head-ach, and 
laid nothing during this converfation, now* 
cried out, ** What new conqueft is this 
♦* Mifs Betfy has made ?** * O, madaraj 
•* replied Mifs Betfy, your ladyfliip fliali 
*' judge of the value of it, by the doughty 
•* cpiftle I have juft received," With 
thele words fhe g^ve the letter to Mift 
Flora, ddfiring her to read it aloud, which 
llie did, but was obliged, as Mife Betfy 
herfdf had done, to flop feveral timesi 
and hold her fides, before flic got to 
th'e conclufion, and Lady Mellafin, as 
little as fhe was then inclined to mirth^ 
could not iorbear fmiUng to hear thf 
manner in which this declaration of love 
was penn'd. *' You are all very merry^ 
-** faid Mn Goodman ; but I can tell you^ 
•^ Captain Hyfom is a match that niany a 
•• fine lady in this town would jurivp at 5 
*« he has been twenty five years in the fer- 
•• vice of the Eaft- India company, has. 
** made very fuccefsful voyages and is 
•* immenfely rich : he has livea at fea^ 
'•* indeed, the greateft part of his life, and 
'* much potitenefs canuot bt t.>L^e<Sled 
'^£x)w hiai^p but, hft t* a ^tt^ >wmv^^ 
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•* good-natured man, and I believe means ^ 
«* well. I wi(h he had ojafer'd himfelFto 
«< Flora.^' ** Perhaps, fir, I Ihould not 
*"*« have refufed him, reolied (he, briflclyj 
"•* I fhould like a hufband prodigioufly 
•* that would be abroad for t:r.e whole 
•* years together, and leave me to bowl 
•* about in my coach and fix, while he 
•* ploughed the ocean in fearch of new 
•* treafurcs to throw into my lap at iiis 
•* return " 

« Well, well, 'faid Mifs Bctfy, laugh- 
«* ing ftill more) who knows but whtn I 
•• have reized him a little, he may fly 
<* for fhcltcr tt; your more cli'mcnt good- 
«*ncfs/* "Aye, aye, cried Mr. Good- 
' y man, you are a couple of mad-caps, in- 
'•• deed, and I fuppolp between you botk 
•* the captain will be finely managed ; but 
•* no matter, I fhall not pity him, as I 
** partly told him what he might cxpedt/ ' 

After this Kf r. Goodman went out, and 
thfe yoiihg ladies went up to drefs againfl: 
'dihner, diverting them'fclves all the time 
ii'it'h the poor captain's letter. Mifs Betfy 
told IVlifs Flofa^ that as he was for coming 
To direflily to the point, (lie muft ufe afi 
"hCr artifice, in order to keep him in fuf- 
pence, " For, faid fhe, if I fhould kt Kica 
•* know any part ot m^ \tA ^«vx.\xsvw5^s. 
K 4 . ^^ ^^^- 
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** concerning him, he would be gone at 
" once, and we (hould lofe all our fport : ^ 
" I will therefore, continued fhe, make 
** him believe that I dare not openly en- 
" courage his pretenfions, becaufe my bro- 
** ther hath recommended one gentleman 
*' to me, and Mr. Goodman another; but 
•' (hall affure him at the fame time, 
** that I am inclined to neither of them, 
«« and Ihall contrive to get rid of them 
*' both as foon as poflible : this, faid flic,^ 
** will keep him in hopes, without my 
" downright promifing any thing ia his 
" particular favour,'* 

Mifs Flora told her, (he was a perfcft 
Machiavel in love-aflfairs, and was about 
to fay fomething more, when a confufed 
found of fever al voices, among which Ihe 
diftingui(h*d that of Lady Mella(in very 
loud, made her run down dairs to fee 
what was the occafion ; but Mifs Betfy 
ftaid in the chamber, being bufily em- 
ploy'd in fomething belonging to her drefs, 
or had (he been lefs engaged, it is not 
probable (he would have troubled hcrfelf ' 
about the matter, as (he fuppofcd it only 
a quarrel between Lady Mella(in and fome 
of the fervants, as in e(Fe6l it was, and 
ihe, without alking, was immediately ini^ 
formed. 
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Nanny, the upper houfe-maid, and the 
fame who had delivered Mr. Saving's let- 
ter to Mifs Betfy, and carried her anfwer 
to him, coming up with a broom in hei* 
hand, in order to fwecp her lady's drefs- 
ing-room, ran into the chamber of Mifs 
Betfy, and feeing that (he was alone " Oh, 
•* Mifs! faid fhe, there is the devil to do 
** below.** ** I heard a fad noife, indeed, 
•« (faid fhe carclefly)." ** Whv you muft 
«*know Mifs, cried the maia, that my 
*♦ lady hath given John the butler warn- 
•* ing, and fo his time being up, Mrs. 
«* Prinks hath orders to pay him off this 
♦'"morning, but would have flopped thirty 
*« (hillings for a filver orange- ftrainer that 
** is miffing John would not allow it, 
•« and being in a paffion, told Mrs. Prinks 
•* that he wovild not leave the houfe with- 
•* out his full wages ^ that for any thing 
** he knew,ihe flrainer might be gone afttr 
•« the diamond necklace. This, I fuppofe, 
•* fhe repeated to my lady, and that put 
••* her in fo ill a humour this morning, . 
«* that if my mafler had not come down 
«« as he did, we fhould all have had fome- 
•« thing at our heads. However, coo- 
•• tinued the - wench, fhe ordered Mrs. 
•• Prinks to give him his whole money ; 
•« but would you believe It M\fel tcc^ 
^'inaftcf was no foonet catv^ wi.v^^^^ 
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«* ftie came down into the kitchen raving, 
*^* and finding John thcvia ftil}, (the poor 
^^ fellow, God knows, only fUid to take 
•« his leave of us,} ftie tore about, and 
•* fwore we (hould all go ; accufcd one of 
*' one thing and another of another.**-— 
•* Well, but what did the fellow mean 
** abput the diatnoixd necklace, cried Mi& 
»' Betfy, interrupting her.** « I will tell 
•* you the whole ftory, faid (he; bi|t you 
/* muft promife never to fpeak a word qf 
** it to any body ^ for though I do not 
*< value the place; nor will flay much 
** longer, yet they would not give one a 
•* charafter, you know, Mifs.** 

Mifs Betfy then having aflurcd hcr^ fhfi 
would never mention it, the other (hut the 
door, and went on in a very low voicc^ in 
this manner. 

'* Don't you remember, Mifs, faid (he, 
•^what a flurry my lady and Mrs. Prinks 
** were in- one day ? hXjvy her lady(hip# 
•* pulled off all her fine clbaths, and they' 
•> both went but in a hackney-coach ; 
*« then Mrs. Prinks came home, and went 
*' out again?'* " Yes, replied Mifs Betfy, 
•* 1 took notice they were both in a go(^ 
** deal of confufion.** '* Aye, Mifs, wc|l 
«* they might, faid Nanny ; that very after- 
^ f)ooa Johft was gone to f$e a coufi^ 

thai 
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«• that keeps a pawnbroker's (hop in 
** Thieving-lane, and as he was fitting in ' 
.*• a little room behind the counter, that 
•* it feems (huts in with glafs doors, who 
** (houid he fee through the window, but 
«* Mrs. Prinks come in -, (he brought my 
•• TL.ady'8 diamond necklace, and pledged 
«* it for a hundred and twenty, or a hun- 
** dred and thirty guineas, I am not furc 
«« whi'ch he told me, for I have the faddeft 
** memory, but it is no matter for that> 
** John was ftrangely confounded, as you 
•' may think, but rcforve.d to fee into 
*« the bottom, and when Mrs. Prinks wai 
•• got into the coach, popped up behind 
«* it, and got down when it ftopped, 
*« which, was at the fign of the hand and 
•* tipftafF in Knaves-acre •, fo that this 
** money was raifed to get fomebody that 
«' was arrefted out of the b.iilifPs hands, 
'«• for John faid it was wjiat they call a 
•* fpunging-houfe that Mrs. Prinks went 
«* into. Lord ! how deceitful fome people 
^* arc ; my, goor matter 1 ttle thinks how 
*l his rtioney goes; but Pll warrant our 
** houfe-keeping niull fuflfcr for this. 

This go(npping young hufly would have 
run on much longer, d ubtlcfs, with her 
comments on this affair; but hearing 
Mifs Flora's root upon the ftaiis, (he leit 
off, and opening the door, foftly Qipt into 
K 6 Ilcc 
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her lady's dreffing-rootn, and fell to work 
in cleaning it. 

Mifs Flora came up, exclaiming on the 
ill behaviour of moft lervants, telling Mils 
Bctfy what a paffion her mamma had been 
in. The other made little anfwer to what 
fhe faid on that or any other fcore, having 
her thoughts very much taken up with 
the account juft given her by Nanny ; Ihe 
lecolleAed that Lady Mellafin had never 
drefs'd fmce that day, always making fome 
-<xcufe to avoid paying any grand vifits, 
which fhe now doubted not but it was 
becaule (he had not her necklace. It very 
much amazed her, as (he well knew her 
kdylhip was not without a good deal of 
ready ca(h, ihtrcfore was certain the fum 
muft be argc indeed, for which her friend 
was arretted, that it reduced her to the 
neceffity of applying to a pawnbroker, 
and who that friend could be for whom 
Ihe would thus demean herfelf, puzzled 
her extremely. It was not 1 ng, however^ 
before (lie was let into the fecret, but ia 
the mean time other matters of more mo- 
ment tnuft be treated on. 



CWMJ, 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Is of lefs importance than the former ^ yet mu/l 
not bi omitted. 

LADY McHafin having vented her 
fpleen on thofe, who, by their frac- 
tions, were obliged to bear it, and thcob- 
jcft of it removed out of the houfe^ became 
extremely chearful the remaining part of 
the day. The falhion in which it might be 
Tuppofed Mifs Betfy would be accofted by 
the tarpaulin enamorato, and the recep- >- 
tion (he would give his paffion, occafion\i 
8 good deal of merriment, and even Mr. 
Goodnian, feeing his dear wife took part 
in it, would fomciimci throw in his joke. 

' '*WelI, well, (cryM Mifs Betfy, to 
** heighten the diverfion) what will you 
•' fay now, it I (hould take a fancy to the 
*' captain, fo far as to prefer him to any 
** of thofe who think it worth their while 
•' to folicit me on the fcore of love ?" 

" This is quite ungenerous in you, 
«« (cryM Mifs Flora) did you not promife 
•* to turn the captain over to me, when 
^ you had done with him ?'*— « That 
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** may not happen a great while, replied 
•• the other •, for I affure you I have feeii 
** him three or four times, when he has 
•* called here on bufincfs to Mr. Gcod- 
** man, and think to part with a lover 
" of his formidable afped would be to 
** deprive myfelf of the moft confpicuous 
*' of my whole train of admirers : -j^ but 
* fuppofc, (continued ihe, in the fariie 
"«* gay ftrain^ I refign to you Mr. Staple 
** or Mr. Trucwortb, would not tbac^d^ 
" as well ?'^ 

«« Do not put me in the head of either 
«« of them, I befeech you, faid Mifs Flora 
♦* for fe^r I (hould think too feriouQy pa 
^< the matter, and it fliould not be Ia 
•* your power to obligic me.*' 

" All thatmuft be left to chance, cried 
•* Mifs Betfy •, but fo far I dare promifc 
•* you, as to do enough to make them 
•' heartily weary of their courtfhip to me^ 
•* and at liberty to make their addrefle* 
" clfcwhere.*' 

After this they fell into fbme conver- 

fation concerning the merits ef the two 

kft- mentioned gentlemen : — they allowed 

tr. Staple, to have the fineft face, and 

at Mr. True worth was the beft fhaped, 

id had the mqft graceful air in every 

thing 



4 
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thing he did : •— Mr. Staple had an infi- 
nity of gaiety, both in his look and beha- 
viour : •— Mr. Trucworth had no lefs of 
Iweetncfs, and if his deportment Teemed 
ibmewbat: too ferious for a man of his 
years, it was well atoned for by the ex- 
cellence of his underftanding. — Mifs Flora 
JYOwever fatd, upon the whole, that both 
of them were charming, men v and Lady 
Mellafm added, that it was a great pity 
j^lther erf" them Qrauld hare bcltowed his 
heart where .there was fo little likelihood 
of ever receiving any reconipence. — 
** Why fo, my dear, cried Mr. Goodman, 
* • if my- pretty charge is at prefent in a hu- * 
*• mour to make as niany fools as (he can 
•* in this world, I hope ihe is not deter-* 
** mined to lead apes in another ; — I 
*• warrant (he will change her mind one 
,** time or other. — I only wiftx fhe may 
«< not, as the old faying is, out-ftand her 
♦« market." 

Vitnk they were thus difcourfing, a 
fervant brought a letter from Mr. Staple, 
direftedto Mifs Betfy 1 houghtlefs, which 
was immediately delivered to her:— *on^ 
being told from whence it came, Ihe gave 
it to ivlr. Goodman, faying, *< I fhall make 
«« no fecret of the contents, — .therefore, 
<< dear guardian, read it tor the benefit of 
;* the company.'* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Goodman (book his head at the( 
little fenfibility (he teftified of his friend's 
devoirs, but faid nothing, being willing 
to gratify the curioIitY he doubted nocbuc 
they were all in^ Mifs Betfey herfelf not 
excepted, as carelefs as (he affeded to be» 
which he did by reading in an audible 
voice thefe lines: 

To the moft amiable and nooft accom^ 
pliftied of her fcx. 

* Madam^ 

« IF the face be the index of the mm J, 
« (as I think one of our bed poets takes 
« upon him to aflcrt) your foul muft cer- 

* tainly be all made up of harmony, and 

* confcquently take deKght in what has fo 

* great a fimilitude of its own heavenly 
« nature. — I flatter myfelf, therefore, you 

* will not be oflended tliat I prefume to ia- 
« treat you will grace with your prefence, 
« a piece of mufic, composed b/ the fo 

* juftly celebrated Signior Bononcini, and 
« I hope will have jufticc done it in the 

* performance, they being the bed hands 

* in town that are employed. 

* I do myfelf the honour to indole 
^ tickets for the ladies of Mr. Goodman's 
&miJy, and beg leave to ^iix otv ^ci>\ 
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« this afternoon, in the pleafing expcfta- 

* tion, not only of being permitted to at- 

* tend you to the concert, but alfo of dit 

* opportunity of renewing thofe humble 

* and fincere profeffions I yellerday began 
^ to make, of a paffion, which only charms 

* fuch as yours could have the power of 
^ infpiring in any heart, and can be felt 

* by none with greater warmth, zeal, ten- 

* dernefs, and refpedi:, than by that of him 

* who is, and ever muft be, 

* Madam, 
» Your moft paflionate, 

^ And moft faithful admirer, 
T. Staple* 

* P. S. If there are any other ladies of your 

' acquaintance, to . whom you think 

* the entertainment may be agreeable, 
^ be pleafed to make the invitation, — ^ 

* I mall bring tickets with me to ac« 

* commodate whoever you choofe to 

* accompany you. — Once more I be- 

* feech you madam, to believe me, as 

* above, 

* Yours, &c/» 
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Mr. Goodman had fcarce finifhed read- 
ing this letter, when Lady Mellafin and 
her daughter both cried out> at the fame 
time, '* O Mifs Betfy, — how unlucky this 
•* happens : — what will you do wich the 
•• captain now ?" 

" We will take him with us to the 
•* concert, replied (he; — and in my 
^^ opinion nothing could have fallen out 
•' more fortunately. — The captain has 
** appointed to vifit me at five, — Mr. 
•* Staple will doubtlefs be here about that . 
•* time, if not before, in order to ufher 
*' "US to the entertainment, fo that my 
** tar cannot expeft any anfwer fr^ni me 
** to his letter, and coi Jequcntly I QiaH 
•• gain time/* 

Tho* Mr, Goodman was far from ap- 
]proving this way of proceeding, yet he 
could not forbear fmiling with the reft, at 
Mifs Betfy's co i;rivance, and told her, it 
Was a pity (he was not a man, Ihe would 
have made a fare minifter dt ftatc. 

•* Well, fince it is fo, faid Lady Mel- 
•* lafin, I will have the honour of com* 
** plimenting the captain with the ticket 
^^Mr. Staple intended for me.*^ Both 

fs Flora and Mvfc Bctf^ i^id^'d. V^\ 
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'.j^ fedylhip to be of their company, and Mr. 
Goodman likcwife endeavoured to per- 
fuade her to go ; but (he excufed herfelf^ 
faying^ *' A concert W5S never among the 
«* number of thofe entertainments (he toolj: 
•* pleafure in :" on which they left off 
(peaking any farther on it : but Mifs Bctfy 
was not at a lofs in her own mind to gut is 
the true reafon of her lady(hip*s reiufal, 
and looked on it as a confirmation o^ the 
truth of what Nanny had told her con- 
cerning the diamond necklace. 

There feemed, notwithftanding, one 
difficulty ftill remaining for Mifs B -cy to 
get over ; which, was the prob.^bi ty of 
wr. Trucworth's makin : ht-r a viit that 
afternoon i — (he did not « h fe to Jevc 
Jiim to go to the concert nor yet to aflc 
him to accompany th^ m to it, becaufe 
file thought it would be eafy for a man 
of his penetration to dilcover that Mr. 
Staple was his rival ; which (he was 43/ 
no means willing he (houid do. b«-tore. he 
had made a declaration to her of his own 
paflion." 

She was beginning to con(idf r how fhe 
ihould manage in a pointy which (he 
looked upon as pretty delicate, when z 
letter from that gentleman eafcd her of 
gU the apprekea&osk^ (he ^ ^^eitSft^fivx. \c^ 



^5ifi^ 
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on this fcore. — The manner in which he 
expreflfed himfelf was as follows : 

To Miss Betsy Thoughtless* 

* Madam, 

* I REMEMBER (as what can be for- 

* got in which you have the leafl: concern) 

* that the lirft time I had the honour of 

* feeing you at Oxford, you fcemed to take 

* a great deal of plsafure in the pretty tricks 

* of a fquirrel, which a lady in the com- 

* pany had on her arm :— one of thofe ani- 

* mals (which they tell me has been lately 

* catched) happening to fall in my way, I 
^ take the liberty of prefenting him to you^^ 

* intreating you will permit him to give 

* you fuch diverfion as is in his power. 

* —Were the litde denizen of the woods 

* endued with any fhare of human reafon, 

* how happy would he think himlelf in 

* the lofe of his liberty, and how hug thofe 
< chains which entitle him to fo glorious a 

* fcrvitude. 

« I had waked on you in perfon, in thfj 

* hope of obtaining pardon for approach- 

* ing you with fo trifling an oJBFering ; but 

* am deprived of that fafisfaftion by the 

* preflfmg commands of an old aunt, who 
^ inlids on my paQing tK\^ weula^ with 

fMcr : — but what nttd V^ iV«x^ x.^^ •a5j^- 
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* logize for the abfence of a pcrfon fo 
< little known to you, and whofe fenti- 
« ments are yet lefs lb ? I rather ought to 

* fear that the frequency of thofe vifits I 

* (hall hereafter make, may be looked upon 

* as taking too prefuming an advantage of 

* the pcrmiflSon you have been fo good to 

* give me, I will not, however, anticipate 
^ fo great a misfortune, but endeavour to 

* prevent it by proving, by all the ways I 
f ;am able, that I am» 

f With the moQ: profound fubmillloni 

< Madam, 

* Your very humble, obedient, 

* And eternally devoted fervant, 

* C. Trueworth/ 

Mifs Betfy, after having read this letter, 
ordered the perfon who brought it fhould 
come into the parlour ^ on which he de- 
livered to her the prefent mentioned in 
the letter, which (he received with a great 
deal of fweetnefs, gave the fellow fame- 
thing to drink her health, and fent her 
fervice to his mafter, with thanks, and an 
a(rurance that (he (hould be clad to fee 
him, whenever it fuited YfithlvU c5WN?it.- 
D/ence* 
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All the ladies then began to examihd 
the fquirrel, which was doufotlefs the mbfl 
beautiful creature of its kind that could 
be purchafed. The chain, which faftened it 
to its habitation, was gold, the links very 
th ick^ and curtoufly wrqughc^ — E ver^ 
one admired the elegance of the donot'i 
tafte. 

Mifs Betfy herfelf was^ charmed to aii 
excefs, both with the letter and the prc- 
fent^ but as^ much as (he was pleafed with 
the refpedful paflion of Mr. Trueworth, 
(he could not find in her heart to think 
of parting with the affiduities of Mr. Staple, 
nor even . the blunt addrefles of Captain 
Hyfom, at leaft 'till (he had cxercifed 
dl the power her beauty gave her over 
them. 

As the two laft mentioned gentlemen 
were the friends of Mr. Goodman, he 
went out fomewhat before the hour irt 
.which cither of them was cxpeftcd td 
come, choofirtg-not to feem to know what 
it was not in his power to amend, and de* 
termined, as he-had promifcd Mifs Betfy, 
not to interlefe between her and any of 
tho(e who pretended to-court^hen 
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Thcfc two lovers came to the door at 
the fame time, and Mr, Staple faying to 
the footman that opened the door, that 
he was come to wait on Mifs Bctfy, — ' I 
<^ want to fpeak with that young gentle- 
•* woman too, cried the Captain, if fhc 
^^ be at Icifure;-— teU her my name is 
"Hyfom.** 

Mr. Staple was immediately (hewed up 
into the dining-room, and the Captain in 
the parlour, *tili Mifs Betfy (hould be told 
his name: *« That fpark, faid he to him- 
«• felf, I find is known hcrej I fuppofe he 
*^ is one of thofe Mr« Goodman told me 
<^ of, that has a flbind to Mifs Betfy ; but 
«* as (he knew I was to be here, I think 
** Ihe might have left fomc orders con- 
<^ cerning me, and not make tpe wait 'till 
** that young gew-gaw hadfpoke his mind 
« to her/* 

The fellow not coming down immedi- 
ately, he grew very angry, and began to 
call and knock with his cane againft: the 
floor, which, it may be eafily imagined, 
gave fome fport to thtrfc above. — Mifs 
Betfy, however, having told Mr« Staple 
the charii£ter of the man, and the diver- 
fion (he intended to make of his preten* 
&ms, wonld not vqi Yatsi.XQi^ is£^«i^ ^^^ 
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to atone for having made him attend fb 
long, went to the t<^ of the ftairs herfclf, 
and defired him to walk up. 

The reception (he gave him was full of 
^11 the fweecnefs ihe could alTume, and 
excufed having made him wait, and laid 
the blame on the fervant, who, (he pre- 
tended, could not prelently recoHeA his 
name: — this put him into an exceeding 
good humour,— *« Nay, fair lady, iaid he, 
*' as to that I have, ftaid much longer 
^* fometimes, before I could get to the. 
*' fpcech of fome people, who I have not 
•* half the refpedt for as I have for you ; 
** — but you know, (contihued he, giving 
*' her a kifs, the fmack of which might 
*' be heard three rooms oflr) that I h^vc 
*' bufinefs with you, — bufinefs that re- 
*' quires difpatch, and that made me a 
*< little impatient/' 

All the company had much ado to re- 
frain laughing out- right; but Mife Betfy 
kept her countenance to a niTacle, " Wc 
« will talk of bufinefs another time, faid 
** ftie •, we are going to hear a fine enter- 
«* tainment of mufick ; — you mull not 
«* refufe giving us your company,— Lady 
^\ Mellafin has got a ticket on purpofe 
** for you/* — ** I am very much obliged 
'* to her Jady{h\p» Teip\\td x)wt C^^xivcv^ 
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•* but I do now know whether Mr. Good- 
" man may think well of it or not : for he 
«* would fain have put me off from vifiting 
«• his charge here.— I foon found by his 
«« way of fpeaking the wind did not fit fair 
" for mc from that quarter, fo tacked 
" about, fliifted my fails, and ftood for 
" the port dircdUy." 

« Manfully refoived, indeed! faid Mr. 
** Staple ; but I hope. Captain, you have 
•* kept a good look- out, in order to avoid 
•♦ any ftiip of greater burthen, that might 
** clfc chance to overfet you/* — " Oh, fir ! 
•* as to that, replied the Optain, you 
«< might have fparcd yourfclf the trouble of 
*^ giving mc this caution, there are only 
" two fmall pinks in my way, and they 
** had beft ft and clear j or I fhall run foul 
" on them." 

Though Mr. Staple had been apprifcd 
before- hand of the Captain's pretences, and 
that Mifs Betfy intended to encourage them 
only by way of amufcment to herfclf 
and friends, yet the rough manner in which 
Im rival had uttered thefe words, brought 
the blood into his cheeks, which lady 
Mellafm perceiving, and fearing that what 
was began in jcft might in the end become 
more fcrious than could be wiflied, turned 
the converiation, and addtfcffm^V^x^^ \.^ 

Vol, J. 1, \i5\^ 
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the Captain, on the fcore of what he ha4 
faid concerning Mr. Goodman, made many 
apologies for her husband's behaviour in 
this point : — aflUred him, that he had not 
a more fincere friend in the world, nor one. 
who would be more ready to ferve him,, 
in whatever was in his power. 

The Captain had a fund of great good- 
nature in hs heart, but was fomewhattoo 
much addifled to paflior, and frequently 
apt to refent without a caufe, but when 
once convinced he had been in the wrong, 
no one could be more ready to acknow- 
ledge and afk pardon for his miftake.— He 
had been bred at fea ; — his convcrfation, 
for almoft his whole life "had been chiefly 
among thofe of his own occupation ;— 
he was altogether unacqainted, with the 
manners and bthaviour of the polite 
world, and equally a ftranger to what is 
called genteel raillery, as be was to courtly 
complaifance 5 it is not, therefore, to be 
wondered at, that he was often rude, 
without defigning to be fo, and took 
many things as affronts, which were, noi 
mcaJic as fuch. 

Lady MtUafin, who never-wanted words, 
and knew'^i^ow to exprefs herfelf in the 
mod pcrfwafive terms >«Yvttvwcr (he plcafcd 
to make ufe of iVicm, U^ tV.^ ^dA\t& x^ 



MISS'BETSY THOUGHTIiESS. 219 

iQonvin^e the Captain, that Mr.r Goodman 
^as 1:10 enemy to his fuit, tholi||fa lie wouki 
not appear 40 encourage ir. c: :. 

While the Captain was engqajed with her 
Lady (hap in this difcourfe^ ; Mm jBctfy took 
the opportunity of telling Mr^ Staple, that 
flie infifted upon it, that he Ihould be very 
<aviLto a rival from whofeipreienfiori^ he 
might be certain be had aocMng toappre- 
hend^ and moreover (hat when fhe gave 
him her hand to lead her into the concert- 
room, he Ihould give his to Mife Flore^ 
without difcovering the leaft marks of dif* 
content :-*-the lover looked on.thisjaft im- 
junftion as too fcvere a trial of his patience : 
but (he would needs have it fo, and he 
was under a neceflity of obeying, or of 
fuffering much greater mortification from 
her dirpleafur<?« 

Soon after this they all four went to 
the entertainment in Mr, Goodman's coach, 
which Lady Mellafin had ordered to be got 
ready — ^The Captain was mightily pieced 
^with the mufic, and had judgment enough 
Jfi it t<>;^now it was better than the band 
he had onboard his (hip : — ** When they 
" have done playing, faid he, I will a(k 
«* them what they will have to go with 
" me the next voyage •,'* but Mr. Stable. 
told hiiUj it would be atv aS\otc^>^^<^^^ 



2:o THE HISTORY OF 

were men who got more by their inftni- 
ments than the beft officer either by iea or 
land did by his commiffion. -—This mif- 
take, as well as many others the Captain 
fell into, made not only the company he 
was with, b«t thofe who fat near enough ^ 
to hear himy a good deal of diverfion. 

Nothing of moment happening either 
here or at Mr. Goodman's, where they 
all fupped together, it would be needleA 
to repeat any particulars of the converiap 
tion ; what hasbeen laid already of their 
different fentiments, and behaviour, m^y 
be a fufficienc lample of the whole. 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

"Treats on mfrejh matters^ but ferves to heighten 
tbofe already mentioned. 

MR. Goodman had (laid abroad YiU 
very late that night the concert had 
been performed, fo was not a witnefs of 
any thing that had pafled after the com- 
pany came home ; but on Lady Mellafin's 
repeating to him every thing (he remem- 
bered, was very well pleafed to hear that 
fhe had reconciled the Captain to him, tho* 
extremely forry, that the blunt ill judged 
affefition of that gentleman had expofed 
htm to the ridicule, not only of Mifs Betfy^ 
but alio of all her followers. 

That young lady, in the mean time, 
was far from having any commiferation 
tor the anxieties of thofe who loved her i 
— on the contrary, fhe triumphed in the 
pains fhe gave, if it can be fuppofed that. 
ftc, who was altogether ignorant of them 
in herfelf^ could look upon them as fitlB- 
cere in others : —but I am apt to believe 
ladies of this caf(, regard alt the protef- 
fions of love made to them (as indeeiA 
many of tlycnLart) Qtily a& ii<Kdi^ ^ c^^x^ x 
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— the prerogative of youth and beauty in 
the one fex^ and a duty incuqf)l)qit on the 
o;her to pay ; — they value themfelves on 
the number and quality of their lovers,. as 
they do upon the nuriber and'richnefs of 
their cloaths, bccaufe it makes them oi 
confrderation in the world, and never take 
the trouble of reflefting hlow dear it may 
fometimes cod thofe to whom they are in^ 
debted for indulging this vanity; 

That this, at leaftv ^^ tbe mptiv<G^ 
which induced Mifs Betfy to. treat her lover* 
in the mariner flie did, is evident to a de* 
monftration, from every other adljoa of 
her life : — fhe had a cercaia foftnefv m hjwr 
difpofition, which rendered her incapable 
of knowing the diftrefs of any onc» with-- 
out affording all the relief that was in her 
power to give, and had flip fopner bocn 
convinced of the reality 6i the woes of 
love, flie fooner bad left off" the ambition 
of inflifting them, and perhaps have been 
brought to regard thofe who laboured un- 
der them, rather with too much than too 
Jittle compaffion j — ^but of this the reader 
will be able to judge on proceeding farthtr 
in this hiftory. 

There were now three gentlemen who 

all of them addreflfed this young lady on 

the /jjo/ljiooourabk ttrwsi>,^» did her 

1 .A ^^^^^ 
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giddy mind make no diftindlion between 
the ferious paffion they had tor her, and 
the idle gallantries (he received from thof^ 
who either had no dcfign in making them, 
or fuch as tended to her undoing. 

Impatient to hear in what manner Mr- 
Trueworth would declare himfelf, and 
imagining he would come the next day, as 
he had made fo handfome an apo'ogy for 
not having waited on her the preceding 
one, (he told Mr. Staple and Cape. Hyforn , 
in order to prevent their coming, that flic 
was engaged to pafs that whole afternoon, 
and evening, with fomc ladies of her ac- 
quaintance : neither the Captain nor Mr. 
Suple fufpcftcd the truth of what flie faid, 
but the former was in too much hafte to 
know fomc iffue of his fate 10 be quite 
contented with this delay/ 

Mlfs Betfy was not deceived in her ex- 
pedtations 5 — foon after dinner was over, 
fhe was told Mr, Trueworth had fent to 
know if Ihe was at home, and ]begg*4 1^^^*^ 
to wait upon her — Lady Mellafin having 
^ great deal of company that day in the 
dining-room, fhe went into ah adjacent 
one to receive him : — he was charmed a\ 
finding her abne, a happincfs he coul.'l 
not flatter himfelf with, on entering the 
houfe, he was aflbred by the number 
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of footmen that he faw in the hall, that 
many vifiters were there before him : — 
this uncxpcfted piece of good fortune, as 
he then thought it, efpecially as he found 
her playing with the fquirrel he had fcnt to 
^ her the day before, fo much elated him, 
that it brightened his whole afpeft, and 
gave a double (hare of vivacity to his eyes, 
** May I hope your pardon. Madam, faid 
^' he, for prefuming to approach you with 
•' fo trifling a prelcnt as that little crea^ 
<« tufe?" — OhjMr. Trueworth? anfwered 
«* (he, I will not forgive you if you fpeak 
•* flight of my fquirrel though 1 am in- 
** debted to you tor the pleafure he gives 
•'^me. — I lave him cxceflively ! -—you 
« could not have made me a more oblig- 
** ing prefent.*' 

*' How, Madam ! cried he ; I (hould be 
** mifcrable indeed, if I had nothing in 
*• my power to offer more worthy your 
*• acceptance than that animal. — What 
<^ think you Madam, of an adoring and 
•' paffionatcly devoted heart ? 

•« A heart ! rejoined (he, oh dear, tf 
•• heart maybe a pretty thing for^ ought I 
•^ know to the contrary 5 but there isfiich 
•• an enclofure of fliefh and bone about it, 
•« that it is utterly impoffible for one to 

a. fee 
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^ fee into it, and conlequently ta know 
^ whether one likes it or not/' 

*< The heait. Madam, m the fenfe I 
*^ mean, laid he, implies the foul, which^ 
** being a fpirit and invifible, can only be 
*• known by iti effcfts : — if the whole 
^ fcrvices of mine may render it an obla*- 
•* tion, fuch as may obtain a gracious rc- 
*' ception from the amiable Mifs Thought- 
^ leis, I fliall biefs the hour in which I 
•* ffrft beheld her charms, as the moft 
^ fortunate one I ever had to boaft of.**i 
In ending thefe words he kifledher handr 
with a look full of the greateft refpeft anc^ 
tendernefs* 

She then told him, the (ervices of the: 
ibul muft needs be valuable, becaule t|>ey 
were fincere ; but as Qic knew not of what 
nature thofe fcrvices were he intended to 
Knder her,, he muft excufe her for not fo 
leadily accepting them r— on which, ic 
is ROC to be doubted, but that he aflfured 
her,, they fhould be only fuch as werc.dtc-r 
tated by the moft pure affections, and ac^ 
companicd by the ftrideft. honour. 

He was going on with fuch proteft'a*-- 
taons as may be imagined a man fo muclv 
enamoured would make to the ob]e& of 
bis wilhes, when he was. interrupted b]( 
L jfc Mifs' 
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Mifs Flora, who ^ came haftily^ into the 
room, and told him, that het* mamma 
hearing that he was in the houfe, expedled 
he would not leave it without letting* her 
have the pleafure of feeing him \ — thar 
they ! Were juft going to tea, and that heif 
ladyfhip inireatcd he would join company 
with thofe friends fhe hid already with 
her. 

Mr. Trueworth would have been glad 
to have found fome plaufible pretence fof 
not corh()lying with this invitation, but as' 
he could not make any that would not 
be looked on as favouring of ill manners, 
and Mifs Betfy infilled on his goings they 
. all went together into the dining-room. 

The lover had now no farther opportu- 
nity of ^rofecutihg his fuit in this vifit •, 
but he made another the next day, more 
early than before, and found no-body but 
Mr. Goodman with MifsBctfy, Lady Mel- 
lafin and iMifs Flora being gone among the 
fhops, either to buy fomeihing they want- 
ed, or to tumble over goods, as they fr^- 
qut'ntly did, merely for the fake of feeing 
new tafliipns. — Mr. Trueworth having 
never beeii feen by Mr. Goodman, Mifs 
Betfy prefented him to him with thefc 
wordsy * * Sir, this is a gentle oian from Ox- 
ford, — • an intimaw it\^ o^ >ci\^\\«T 
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** Frank's, and who jdi4 me the favour 
** to bring me a letter from him.'* There 
needed no more to make Mr. Goodman 
know, both who he was, and the bufuiefs 
on which he dame : he received him with 
a great deal of good manners j. but knowj- 
ing his abfence would be mpft. agreeable^ 
after fome few compliments^ pretended h& 
was called abroad by urgent bufinefS) aiid 
took his leave. 1^ 

How much it rejoiced the fincerely dc^ 
voted heart of Mr. f rueworth^ to find 
bimielf once i^ore alone with th& idol of 
his wiiheSy iioay eaOiy ba Conceived byr 
ihofe who have had any experience of th^ 
paflion he fo deeply felt ; —^ but his feli- 
city was of ihort continuance^ and h^ 
profited but little by the complaifance qi 
Mr. Goo4man<»^ 

He was but ruft beginning to pour fortl^ 
feme part of thofe tender fentiments^ witii 
which his ibul overflowed, when he was 
prevented from proceeding, by a fecond 
jflterrupfion, much rapre difagreeable tha». 
fi^ former hadi. b^ca. 

Mr. Staple, and Captain Hyfom, for 
whom lS4i(8 Bfctfy had not kft the fanii 
orders i^q l^ad/ionc the day ^eforc cam:; 
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vantage of being there fomewhat fboner 
than the other, and accofted her with an 
air, which made the enamoured heart of 
Mr. Trueworth immediately^ beat an alarm 
to jealoufy. Mr. Staple, who had feen 
him there once before, when he brought 
^ brother^ Ibtter to her, did' not pre>- 
ibntly know him for his rivafi nor ima«- 
gined he had any other intent in his vifits^ 
man to pay his compliments to the fifter 
of his friend. 

They were all three engaged in a eon^ 
verfation, which had nodiins particular in 
It, when Mils Betfy was tola Captain Hy* 
ibm defired to fpeak with her : on which 
ihe bid the fellow defire him to walk in. 
•* He is in the back parlour, Madam^ re- 
** plied he 5 -^ I told him you had com- 
♦* pany, fo he defircs you will come to 
** nim there ; for he fays he has great bu-^ 
c* fihefs with you, and muft needs fpeak 
" with you,** Both Mils Betfy and Mr. 
Staple Iaugh*d immoderately at this mef- 
£|ge ; but Mr. Trueworth, who was not 
tto the fecret, fook'd'a little grave, as not 
knowing what to think of it. ^ Yois 
•• would fcarce believe. Sir," laid Mr* 
Staple to him, ^ that this embafly came 
«« from tKe court of cupid, yet 1 afllire 
^ yoa the CaptafO is one of this lady's 

* ^ ^^a«^ 
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«< deed, added Mifi Betfy,. and threatens^ 
•* terrible things to every one who (hoiild 
^< dare to diipute the conqueft of my heart 
«• with him : — but go, continued (he^ 
to the footman, •• tell him, I have 
«< friends with me whom I cannot be Co 
^ rude to leave, and chat I infift on his 
f^ giving us his company^ in (his room.** 

The Captain on this was prevailed upoa 
to come in, though not very well pleafed^ 
at finding himfelf oblrged to do fo,. by the- 
pofitive commands of his mifltefs. — He- 
paid his refpefts, however, in his bluntr 
manner to tiie gentlemen^ as well as Mifs^ 
Betfy, and havmg dmwn his chair as near 
her as he could; <^I hoped. Madam, faid' 
^ he, you would have found anopportuni^^ 
^ ty of fpeaking to me before now u — ^you 
^ muft needs think I am^ a. little uneafy 
^'-till I know what I have to depend 
*• upon/** — *• Blcfe nxe. Sir, cried fhe, you^ 
^ talk in an^odd manner ! — and then,*^ 
continued' fhe, pointing to Mr. TruewortH, 
•* this gentleman here, who is- a friend of 
•* my brothers, will thmk T have out- 
^ run my incomei and that you come to^ 
•* dun me for money borrowed of you.*' 
•« No,.no,,anfwer'd he, as to that you owe 
** me nothing but good-will, — and that 
*« I think I deferve for the refpeft I have: 
" for youi it it were foe i\^^\nj^ ^Vr. v — 
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«« bur. Madam, I ihould be glad to kno\iF 
^^ fome anfwer to the budnels I wrote ta 
•« you upon/* — *^ Lordy Sir,, replied flic^ 
*^ I hav^e not ytt had time cO' thmk upoa 
•* it, much klato refolve on any thing.*" 
*♦ That is ftrange, refumed he ; why you 
** have had three days,, and fure that is 
^ long enough to think and refolve too^ 
^* on any thing.**-:— *' Not for me indeed, 
*< Captain, anfwered fbe, laughing ; —*but 
•« come, here are juft four of us, — what 
>^ think you, gentlemen, of a game oT 
' •♦ quadrille to kill time ?'* 

Mre Troeworth and Mr. Supk told her 
at once» and they approved the mouon,, 
and (he was juft going to call for cards 
and fi flies, when the C;a^tain flopped her,, 
&ying» I never loved play in my life,, 
«^ and have no tiim^ to kill, as mayhap 
•* th^fe gcBtlemcn have, wJtio, 'tis likely 
^ have nothing elfe to do th%n to drcfs 
** and vifit j — i have a great deal of^ 
♦♦ bufinefs upon my hands ; — the Ihip i^ 
*< taking in her lading, and I do not know 
•( but we may fail in fix or fev.en days^ 
*« fp muft dtfire you would fix a day for 
•? us iQ be aione together, tha'- 1 may 
•* know at once what it is you defign to 
*« do/' — " Fye, Captain ! replied (he, 
*y how can you think of fuch a thing ? — 
" — / aflurc you, fu,'* ^jddcd fhe^ witlj 
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an a£feSed difdain, v^ I never make ap* 
** pointmcnts with gentlemen/* 

. •* That I believe, faid he, but you^ 
"Ihould confidcr that I live a great way 
** ofFj. — 'tis a long walk from Mile-end 
«* to St. James's, and I hate your jolting 
•* hackney coaches : — befidesf I may come 
<■ and come again, and never be able to^ 
" get a word with you in private in an 
** afternoon, and all the morning I am 
** engaged either at the India-Houfe, or 
•* at 'Change -, — therefore I (hould think 
<* it is better for both of us not to (land 
*^ (hilly, (bally } but come to the point at 
•* once ; for lookye, fair lady, if we hap- 
** pen to agree, there will be little enough 
*^ time to fettle every thing, as I am^ 
^» obliged to go fo (bon." — " Too littte 
•* in my opinion. Sir, anfwered (he, there* 
«« fore I think it beft to defer talking 
<< any more of the mailer, 'till you come 
" back." 

•< Come back, cried he, why de yoti 
•• con(idcr I (hill be gone three years**— 
^< Really, Sir, laid (he, as I told you be- 
«* fore, I have never confidered any thing 
«« about it,-^nor can promife I Ihall be 
•* able to lay any more to you at the end 
«* of twice the time you mention, than I 

*« C«3t 
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^ can da at prefent^ which I aflure you m 
^ juft nothing, at all." 

Though botb Mr.^ Tniewonh and MK 
Staple had toamucbgood* manners to do 
any thing (hat might aSront the Captain^ 
yet neither of them could reftrain their 
laughter £o well as to prevent fome marks 
of the inclination they had for it,, from 
being vifible in their faces ; •— and willing 
10 contribute fomething on their parts to 
the diverfion they perceived fhe gave her*^ 
felfy with a lover fi> every way unfuitable 
to her, — one totd her^ it was a great pity 
ihe did not confult the Captain's, conve- 
nience i «— the other faid that it muft 
needs^ be z vaft fatigue for a gentleman^ 
who was accullomcd only to walk the 
quarter deck,, to take a ftretch of four 
miles at once;— *^^ And all to no pur* 
** pofe,'* cried he that had fpokcn firft, 
•* pray,, Madam^ give him his difpatch,"^ 

As little acquainted as the Captain was- 
with raillery, he had underftanding enough 
to make him fee,, that Miis Betfy's beha« 
viour to him had rendered him the jefl; of 
all the company that vifitod her. apd this 
he took fo illr.cbat all the liking he before 
had to her was now turned into contempts 
—Finding they were going on in the iron* 
j^icah way they bad bcgan^ — ** Look^c 
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^* gentlemen, ((aid he, with a pretty ftcrti 
countenance) " I would advife you to 
** meddle only with fuch things as con- 
*« cern yourfelves 5 — you hare nothing to 
" do with me, nor I with yod.*— If your 
^' errand here be as I fufjpeA it is, there 
^^ fits one who I dare an(wer will find you 
•* employment enough, as long as you 
" fhall think it worth your while to dance 
•• attendance. As for you, madam,** 
continued he, turning to Mifs Bctfy, *• I 
*' think it would have become you as welW 
•• to have given me a more civil anfwer 1 
*• — if you dkl not approve of my pro* 
*< pofals, you might nave told me to at 
** firft 5 —^ but I (hall trouble neither you 
*^ nor myfelf any farther about the mattes; 
•* — I fee how it is well enough, and whca 
*< next I deer for the coaft of matrimdnyt 
*^ fhall take care to look out for a port 
*^ not cumbered with rubbilh r •— ib your 
** fervant/* 

As he was going out of the houfe, he 
met Lady Meliafin andMifs Flora juft en- 
tering, iNcing returned from the ramble 
above-mentioned : — they faw he was very 
angry, and would fain have perfwadea 
him to turn h^ck, telling him, tliat if any 
mifunderftanding liad happened between 
him and Mifs Betfy , they would endeavour 
CO make ic up tod racowivk xfewcw^ — '^^ 
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which he replied, tliat he thanked them 
for their love, but he had done with Mifs 
Betfy for good and all •, — that (he was no 
more than a young flirt, and did not know 
how to ufe a gentleman handfomely ; -— 
faid, he (hould be glad to take a bowl of 
punch with Mr. Goodman before he went 
on his voyage; but would nor come aiy 
mare to his houfe to be fcoffed at by Mifs 
Betfy, and thofe that came after her. 

Mifs Flora told him, that it was u^jult 
in him to deprive her mamma and hcrfelf, 
of the plealure of bis good company for 
the fault of Mifs Betfy, who» fhefaid, (he 
could not help owning was of a very 
giddy temper. — Lady Mellafin, ta what 
her daughter had faid, added many oblig- 
ing things, in order to prevail on him, 
cither to return, or renew his vifits here- 
after; but the Captain was obftinate» and 
perfifting in his refolution of coming thcrp 
no more, took his leave, and Mifs Flora 
loft all hope of receiving any benefit fronv 
hi$ beipg rejected by Mils Betfy*. 



CHAP^ 
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CHAP. XIX. 

fflll make ihg reader little the wifer. 

THE greateft part of the time that 
Mr, Trueworth and Mr. Staple ftaid 
with Mifs Betfy, was taken up wirh talk- 
ing of Captain Hyfom ; — his palfion, — • 
his behaviour, and the manner in which 
he received his difmiffion, afforded indted 
an ample field for converfation : — Lady 
Mellaun, and Mifs Flora, relating thean- 
fwers he had given them, on their preQiqg. 
him to come back, Mr. Truewortn faid» 
that it mud be o.wned, that he had (hewa 
a ftrength of refolution, which few men ia 
k)vc could ix)aft of. 

♦* Love, fir, according to my notions 
" of that paflion," replied Mr. Staple* 
** Is not to be felt by every heart j -— 
" many deceive themfelves in this point, 
** and take for it what is in reality no 
*^ more than a bare hking of a beautiful 
«« objed : — the Captain feems to me to 
^* have a foul^ as well as form, cafl: in 
*« too rough a mould, to be capable of 
^ thofe refined and delicate ideas, which 
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^* aiione cohftiCQte and are worthy to Be 
•« called love." 

•^ Yet, laid Lady Mellafin, 1 have 
*< heard Mr. Goodman gire bim an excel-' 
*< lent charaAer^ and above all, that he i» 
** one of the beft nattircd men breathing.*^ 
*^ That may be indeed, madam, refumed 
*^ Mr. Stai^,and fome allowances ought 
^* to be made for the manner in which 
«< he has been bred ; though, added he» 
^* I have known many commanders, not 
^< only of Indiamen, but of other trading 
•* veffels, who have all their life-time 
^* ufed the ieas, yet have known how to 
<^ behave with politenefi enough when on 
•* fliore," 

Mr. Truewdrth agreed with MnStapIe^ 
that though the amorous declaration of a 
perfon of the Captmn's age, and fafhion of 
bringing up, to one of Mi& Betfy's, ex« 
pofed him to the deferved ridicule of as 
many as knew it; yet ought not his partL* 
cular foible to be any refledion on his occu*^ 
pation, which merited to be held in the 
greateft veneration, as the ftrengt^L and 
opulence of the nation was owing to its 
commerce in foreign parts» 

This was highly obliging to Mr; Staple* 
irAo/c father hadbe^ ai tDiachaat> and 
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Mr. Trueworth being the firft who took 
his leave, perceiving ;he other ftaid fup« 
per, he faid abundance of handfome things 
in his praife; and feemed to have conceived 
fo high an efteem of him, that Mifs Betfy 
was diverted in her mind to think how he 
would change his way of Ijpeaking, when 
once the fecret of his rivallhip fliould come 
Djaty as Ihe knew it could not fail to do in 
aihorttime. 

But as eafy Mr. Staple was at prelent» 
on this occafion, Mr. Trueworth was no 
lefs anxious and perplexed :— he was con- 
vinced that the other vifited Mils Betfy on 
no other (core than that of love, and it 
appeared to him equally certain by the 
freedom with which be faw him treated in 
the family, that he was likewife greatly en- 
couraged, ijf not by Mifs Betfy herfelf, at 
leaft by her guardian. 

His thoughts were now wholly takes 
up with the means, by which he might 
^n the advantage over a rival, whom he 
k)oked upon as a formidable one, not only 
for his perfonal accomplifliments, but alio 
for his naving the good fortune to addrefs 
her before -4iimreir. -^ All he could do 
was to prevent^ as much as poffible, all 
opportunities of his entenaining Mils Bftfy 
ID private, 'til^ iht asuN^^L ^\\Ax«>^x«s^<>& 
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Thoughtlefs, froth whofe friendfhip, and 
the it)fluenct he had over his filtery he 
hoped much. 

He waited on her the next day very 
early : — Mr. Goodman happening to dine 
that day later than ordinary, on account 
of fome friends he had with him, and the 
cloth Aot being drawn, Mifs Betfy went 
and received him in another room. -— 
Having this favpurable opportunity, he 
immediately began to prepare for putting 
into execution one of thofe ftratagems he 
had contrived for feparating her from Mr. 
&aple. After fome few tender fpeeches, 
he fell into a difcourie concerning the 
weather; faid, he was forry to perceive 
che days fo much fliortcncd,— that fummer 
would foon be gone % and added, that as 
riiat beautiful feafon could lafl but a fmali 
time, the moft (hould be made of it.— 
** I came, faid he, to intreat the favour of 
•* you, and Mtfs Flora, to permit tne to 
«* accompany you in an airing through 
** Brumpcon, Kenfington, Chclfea, and 
** the other little villages on this fide of 
•* London.*' 

' Mils Bttffy replied, that 4ie would • go 
with all her heart, and believed Ihe could 
anfwer the fame for Mifs Flora, there 
being oriy two grave dens, and their 

*"' ' ' wives. 
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wives, within, whom flic would be glad to 
be difengagcd from J— «* but if not, faid 
** flic, I can fend for a young lady in the 
" neighbourhood, who will be glad to 
•* give us her company." 

She lent firft, however, to Mifs Flora, 
who immediately came in, and the propo* 
fal being niade, accepted it with pleafure^ 
and added, that flie would alk her mamma 
for orders for the coach to be got ready. 
— ** It need not, madam, faid Mrl 
•* True worth, my fervant is here, and 
«• he fliall get one from Blunt*s ; ~ 
but Mi& Flora infifted on their going in 
Mr. Goodman's, faying, flie was certain 
neither he nor her mamma would go out 
that day, as the company they had were 
come to ftay j on which Mr. Trueworth 
complied. 

When flie had left the room, «* Ah ! 
** madam, faid he to Mifs Betfy, could 
•* I flatter myfelf with believing I owed 
•* this condefcenfion to any other motive 
** than your complaifance, to a perfon 
** who has fome fliare in your brother's 
" friendftiip, I fliould be bleft indeed ;— 
*• but ah 1 i^fec I have a rival, —a rival 
" dangerous to my hopes, not only on 
•* the account vof his merits, but alfa as 
'< he had the honour of declaring his paf- 
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^* fion before me:— the fortunate Mr. 
'^ Staple^ added he, kifling her haod^ 
'< may perhaps have already made fome 
^ imprelTion on that heart I would facri- 
^' fice my all to gain, and I am come too 
« late." 

*« Rather too foon, replied (he, fmil* 
** ing ; — - both of you equally too ibon, 
*^ admitting his fentiments for me to be as 
*^ you imagine; for I aflure you, fir, 
^* my heart has hitherto been entirely my 
^^ own, and is not very likely to incline 
'< to the reception of any gueft of the na- 
** ture you mean, for yet a long -** long 
«< time. — Whoever thinks to gain me 
<* muft not be in a hurry, like Captain 
« Hyfom." 

Mr» Trueworth was about to make fome 
paflionate reply, when Mifs Flora returned, 
and told them the coach would be ready 
immediately, for fhe herfclf had fpoke to 
the coachman, and bid him put the horles 
to with all the hafte he could % on which 
the lover expitfled his fenfe of the obliga- 
tion he liad to her for taking this troublet 
in the politeft terms. 

A perfon of much lefs diicernment than 

this gentleman might eafily perceive, that 

the way to be agjrewbk to wvfe B^iCy, was 
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not to be too ferious; — he therefore aflbm- 
cdall the vivacity he was mafter of, both' 
before they went, and during the whole 
courfe of the little tour they made, in 
which it is not to be doubted but he re* 
galed them with every thing the places 
they paScd through could furnifli. 

' The ladies were fo well pleafed, both 
with their entertainment and the com- 
pany of the perfon who entertained them, 
that they feemed not in hafte to go home, 
and he had the double facisfaftion of en- 
joying the prefence of his miftrefs, and of 
giving at leaft one day's difappointment 
to his rival : — he was confirmed in the 
truth of this conjefture, when, on return- 
ing to Mr. Goodman's, which was not 
'till fome hours after clofe of day, the foot- 
man who opened the door told Mifs Betfy, 
that Mr. Suple had been to wait upon 
her. 

After this it may be fuppofed he had a-^ 
night of much more tranquility, than the 
preceding one had afforded him. — The 
next morning, as early as he thought de- 
cency permitted, he made a vifit to Mifs 
Bctfy, under the pretence of coming to 
enquire if her health had not fuffertd by 
being abroad in the night air, and how 
ihe had retted. — r Ste it.c£\N^\»J5Sw^K>:fi^ 

Vol.1. lA. ' 
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a great deal of fprightlinefs, and replied, 
Ihe found herfelf fo wdl afcer it, as to be 
ready for fuch another jaunty whenever 
he had a fancy for it. •* 1 take you at 
*« your word, hiadam,*' (cried he, tranf- 
ported to hearihp anticipated what he came 
on purpofc to entreat, •»— •• I am ready 
«« this monientjif you pleafe, continued he, ; 
^* and we will either take a barge, and go 
•' up the river, or a coach taHadnpfte^ 
** or any of thofc places, juft to diverfify • 
•* the fcene; — you have only to fay whick 
<• you chufe/* 

She then told him there was a neceffity 
of deferring their ran>ble 'till the after- 
noon, becaufe Mifs Flora was abroad, and 
would not return Hill dinner-time.—" As 

to what rout we fh^I take, and every 
^ thing belonging to it, faid fhe, I leave 

* it entirely to you i — I know nobody 
^ has a more elegant tafte, or a better 

* judgment.** — ** I have taken care, re- 
« plied he, to give the worid a high opi- 

* nion of me in both, by making my 
« addrefles to the amiable Mifs Beefy ; — 

* bur, madam, purfued he» fince we are 

* alone, will you give me leave to tell 
^ you how I hav^ employed ns^ hours 
« this morning." -^ ** Why, — in dref- 

*^ fing, — • breakfafting,— and, perhaps 
9 Jirtlc rcadingv anfwcrcd ihe." — " A 
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*< fmall time, madam» fuffices for the two 
** former articles with me, refumed he, 
** but I have indeed been reading :— hap- 
^^ pening to dip into the works of a poet^ 
•* who wrote near a century ago, I found 
<< fome words fo adapted to the lituatioa 
«« of my heart, and fo agreeable to the 
^^ fenfe of the anfwer I was about to make 
•' yefterday to what you faid, concerning 
** the perieverance of a lover, that I could 
** not forbear putting lome notes to them, 
•* which I beg you will give me your 
•* opinion of/* 

In fpeaking thefe words, he look a piece 
of paper out of his pocket, and fung chcf 
following ftanzas. 

I. 

«« THE Patriarch, to gain a wife 
«« Chafte, beautiful, and young, 

«* Serv'd fourteen years, a painfullife, . 
<« And never thought it long. . 

•« Oh! were you to reward fuch c^resi^ 
<« And life fo long would ftay, 

P' Not fourteen, but four hundred years, 
ij Would fcenoi but as one 4ay ." 
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Mr. Trueworth had a fine voice, and 
great (kill in mufic, having pcrfe&ed him* 
fclf in that fcience from the beft matters 
when he was in Italy. Mifs Betfy was fo 
charmed both with the words and the 
notes, that fhe made him fmg them fcve* 
ral times over, and afterwards fet them 
down in her mufic-book, to the end that 
Ihe might get them ISy heart, and join her 
vcrice in ccncert with her fpinnet. 

Mr, Trueworth would not make his 
mprning vifit too long, believing it might 
be her time to drefs againft <linner, as fhe 
was now infuch a difhabille as ladies ufuaily 
put on, on their firft rifing', — fo after 
having received a fccond promife from 
her ot giving him her company that day 
abroad, took his leave, highly fatisfied 
with the progrefs he imagined he had made 
in her good graces. 

The wind happening to grow a littl^ 
boifterous, though the weather otherwifc 
was fair and clear, made Mr. Trueworth 
think a land journey would be more agree- 
able to the ladies, than to venture them- 
fclves upon the water; he therefore pro- 
cured a handfome livery coach, and at- 
tended by his two fervants, went to Mr, 
C/OQd/nan'ss'-— the ladies vrete already in 
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ese^dation of him, and did not make hiai 
wait a momenc. 

Nothing extraordinary happening at this 
entertainment, nor at thofe others, which, 
for feveral fucceeding days, without intcr- 
miflion, Mr. Trueworth prevailed on his 
miilrefs to accept, it would be fuperfluous 
to trouble the reader with the particulars 
of them. 

Mr. Stapk all this time was very un- 
cafy r — he had not fecn Mifs Betfy for a 
whole week, anJ though he knew not as 
ytt, that he was deprived of that fatis- 
faction, by her being engroffed by a rival, 
yet he now began to be fenfible (he had 
k& regard for him, than he had flattered 
himfelfhe had infpireJ her with, and this 
of itfelf was a fuHicient mortification to a 
young gentleman, who was not only pai- 
uonately in love, but alfo could not, with- 
out being guilty of great iivjuftice to his 
own merits, but think himfelf not alco- 
gether unworthy of fiKceeding;; — This, 
however, was no more than a flight famp^le 
of the inquietudes which the Wind God 
fometimes inflids on hearts devoted to 
him, as will hereafter appear in the prb- 
g efs of this hiftory. * 
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CHAP. XX. 

Contains an 'odd acckUnt^ which bappiHid ^t^^ 
Mfs B$tfy in tbi cbyftirs of Wf^mm^ir* 

Ahbey* 

MR. Trucworth, who was yet far from 
being acquai ted witr» the temper 
of the pbje& he adoad^^ ndw cba^ght he 
bad no reafon tCrCirfpair of 'being one'day 
in pofieilion of all he aimed to obtain pic 
feemed certain to him, at leaft, that he 
had nothing to apprehend from the preten- 
fions of a r;val, who at firft he bad looked 
upon ,as fo formidable^ and no other a( 
jirefent interpokd between him aad hi$ 
deiigns, 

Mifs Betfy, in the mean while, wholly 
regardiefs of who hoped, or who de<* 
fpaired, had^nQ aim in any thing flie did, 
but nieerly to divert) Kerfelf, and.to that 
end laid hold of? evfyy opportunity that 
oftVrcd. Mr. Goodman having cafually 
mentioned, as they were at fupper, that 
one Mr. Soulguard had juft taken orders, 
and was to preach hi§firft fermon at Weft- 
jmin^cr-abhcy the next day, (he ^refently 
.j5jb#d>ft cjiriofity of bcajot^Vo^ Ve ^w\^ 
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, behave in the pulpit : — -bis over modcft, 
and, as they termed it, fheepifh behaviour 
in company, having, as often as he came 
there, aflrordcd matter of ridicule tp her 
and-Mifs Flora.— Thefe two young ladies 
-therefore talking on it after they were in 
bed, agreed to go to the cathedral, not 
doubting but, they fhould have. enough to 
laugh at,. and repeat to all.thofcrjpf their 
acquaintance who had ever (een Hiih* 

What meer trifless — what airy no- 
things ferve to amufe a mind not taken up 
with more eflentia) matters ! — Mifs Betfy* 
was fo full of the diverfion (he fhould have 
in hearing the down-looked baflifuLMr- 
Soulguard harrangue his congregation, that 
ihe could think and talk of nothing elfe^ 
- 'till the hour arrived when (he (hould go 
to experience what (he had fo pleafant an 

idea of. 

• « 

Mifs Flora, who ha4 f till now ieemed as 
eager as herfclf, cried all at once, that 
her head ached, 4hd that flie did not care 
Sot ftirring oiiL ---Mifs Betfy, who would 
fain have faughed her oqt of*. it, told her, 
fhe had only got the vapours,-— that the 

parfon would cure her, and fuch like 

things, — *but the o^hcr wais not to be ^rft- 
vailed upon by a^ 1M\ ^^rA^ % ^^ ^^^^ 
JUdy McUafin het«A\, c<wN5^^«\> ^^^ ^ 
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fwercd with fome fullcnncfi/that pofitively 
Ihe would not go.-^Mifs Betfy was highly 
ruffled at this fudden turn of her temper, 
as it was now too late to fend for any 
other young lady of her acquaintance to 
go withher J— -refolving, neverthekfs, not 
CO balk her humour, ihe ordered a chair 
to be called, and went alone. 



"y ' 



\- 



Neither the young parfon's manner of 
preaching, nor the text he chofe, being any 
way material to this hiftory, I Ihall there- 
fore pafs over the time of divine fervice, 
and only fay, that after it was ended Mifs 
Betfy paffing tcv, ards the weft gate, and 
flopping to look Oil the fine tomb, erefted 
to the memory ot Mr. Secretary Craggs, 
was accofted by Mr. Bloomacre, a young 
gentleman who fometimes vifited Laoy 
Mellafin, and livecj at W^ftmi:»ftcr, ia 
which place he had a large tfUte. 

He had with him, when he came up to 
her, two gentlemen of his acquaintance, 
but who were- entire fbrangers to- Mifs 
Betfy, — *• What, faid he, the celebrated 

*« Mifs Betiy ThoughtleC ! Mif3 Betfy 

«* Thoughtlefs I the idol of mankind t 
** alone, unattended, by any of her train 
•' of admirers, and contemplating thefe 
•* memenro*s of frjortalityP* " To 
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<* (he^ gaily) you ihould rather have told 
«« me I was contemplating the mementoes 
** of g;rcat aftions.— /' You arc at the 
«« wrong end of the cathedial fdr that* 
^ madamt refumed he; and 1 don't re- 
** member to have heard any thing cxtra- 
** ordinary of the life of this great man, 
^< whofe effigy makes fo fine a figure her^, 
*^ except the favours he received from the 
V ladies/' 

«* *Twerc too much then to beft6w 
^^ them on him both alive and dead» cried 
** ihe, therefore wc will pafs on to fome 
••other/' 

Mr. Bloomacre had a great deal of wit 
and vivacity, nor were his two compa- 
nions deficient in either of thefe qualities ; 
fo that between the three, Mifs Betfy wafs 
Tery agreeably entertained. — They went 
^ound from tomb to tomb, and the real 
char«i£ters, as well as epitaphs, fome of 
which are flattering enough, afforded ava- 
ricty of obfervations — ^In fine, the conver- 
lation was fo pleafing to Mifs Betfy, that 
ihe never thought of gomg home, 'till it 
grew too dark to examine either the fculp- 
ture, or the infcriptions \ fo infenfibiy iloes 
time glide on, when accompanied with fa- 
tisfa^tion. 



M 5 
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But now tnfued a inortification» whith 
ftruck a damp on ^e fprightlincfs of this 
young lady : -^ ihc had fent away the 
jchair whidi brov^t her» not doubting 
but ibat there ivstould be others about the 
church dooFS. She knew not how difficult 
it was to procure fudi a vehicle in Weft* 

jninfter^ eipcciaUy on a Sunday. T6 

add to her vexation, it rained very nHich» 
and ihe was not in a habit fit to travel 
#a f^ot in any weather, much lefs in fiich 

They went down into the cloyfters, ib 
order to find foxtie perfon whom they 
:fnight fend, either fot a coach or chair, for 
ffae gentlemen would have been glad of 
ftich conveniences for themfeives, as weH 
ns Mifs Betfy : — they walked round and 
round feveral times, without hearing ctr 
feeiag any body ; —but, at laft, a fellow, 
who ufcd to be employed in fwceping the 
church doors, offered his fervice to pro- 
cure them what they wanted, in cafe there 
was a poffibility of doing it :— they pro- 
mifcd to gratify him well for his pains, and 
be ran with ail the fpeed he could to do 
as he had faid. 

The rain and wind'increafed to fuch a 
prodigious height;i t\vat fcwct ^m^ c«tx ^. 
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inore tempeftubys evening. Almoft a 
Whole hour was elapfed, .and. dvs man noc 
come back, fo that they had reafon to fear 
'^leithfer coach nor chair was to be goC — 
Mife.Bctfy began to grow extremely inr- 
patiem ; — the ^cntlenicn end,eavpur'd all 
they could to ke^p..herin goo^ humour, 
• — ^«*,We hgtVe,fa^dodftonc^ro9iover<Mfr 
"** ticiads', jrogdaijifffaid flxiepf jthcm, and 
•* that at prefent ihdtcrs us fronrthean^ 
•* clemency oLthe.clemcntsi'-'.r-+'.* ^fidet^ 
•* cried another^ the ftoiin, cannot Jaft'il* 
*»* wayjs, — r.aad when it. is a little, abated^ 
•* —here are three of us, -^ we v^ll take 
** you . in pur arms ,by turns, aijd carry 
•* you hdme/'-r-AU this .would not make 
Mifs Betfy Uugb, and (he wasin the ut^ 
niolt agitation of mind to think what ftin 
^ould do, wiien, oa*afudden, a door in 
that part of the dotfter, which leads to 
Liule Oean's; Yard was opened^ and a 
very yoiing lady, not exceeding eleven 
years of age,, but very richly habited. 
Came running our, and taking Mifs Betfy. 
by the fleeve, " Madam, faid (he, I beg 
•' tp fpeak with you/*— Mifs Beefy was 
ftirppfedy but ftepping fome paces from 
the gentlemen to hear what flie had to fay, 
the other drawing towards thexlopr, cried, 
•* Pleafe, madam, to come in here •/* on 
*hich' Ihe foUoweA, ^ivd^ >\\r. ^^x^^^f^^^^ 
ftood about fomc \out o; ^n^^^\^^ ^^* 



252 THE HISTORY OF 

tant — Mifs Betfy had no fooncr reached 
the threfhold) which had a ftep down into 
the hall, apd pulling her gently down, as 
if to communicate what fhe bad to fay with 
the more privacy, than a footman, whb 
flood behind the door, immediately clapp'd 
it to, and put the chain acrofs, as if he ap- 
prehended fome vi knee might be offered 
to it* ^— Mifii Betfy was in To much con** 
fttmation that flic was unable to fpeak one 
Word, 'tili the young lady, who flill bad 
hold of her hafid, faid to her, ^' Tou may 
^ thank Heavrn, madam, that our family 
•« happened to l>c in town, — elfe 1 d,o 
^not know what mifchief might have 
•• befallen you/'—" Blefs me/* cried Mifs 
Betfy, and was going on, but the other 
interrupted her, faying, haftily, as fhe led 
her forward, — " Walk this way, — my 
^ brother will tell you all.*' — Mifs Betfy 
then flopped ihort, ^^ What means all this? 
^ faid fte : where am I pray, mifs ? who 
«• is your brother ?*' To which the othef 
replied, that her bro her was the Lord 

Vifcount , and that he at prefent 

was the own r of that houfe. 

The furprife Mifs Betfy had been put in 
by this young lady's firft accofling her, 
wa5$ not at all diflipated by thefe words, 
but had now an equal porti.n of curiofity 

addiid. 
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added to it;-*- (he longed to know th^ 
meaning of words, which at prefent feem'd 
to myfterious to her, and with what kind 
of mifchief ihe had been threatened) th^ 
Jhe readily accompanied her young con* 
duftrefs into a magnificent parlour, at the 
upper end of which fat the nobleman (he 
had been told of, — ** I am extremely 
*^ happy (faid he as foon as he faw her 
•* enter) that Providence has put it in my 
«^ power to refcue fo fine a lady from the 
^ villainy contrived againll her. 

Mifs Betfy rrolied, that (be (hould al« ^ 
ways be thankful for any favour conferred 
upon her, but defired to know of what 
nature they were^ for which (he was in* 
debted to bis lord(hip : — he then told her, 
that the perfons (he had been with had the 
moft ba(e defigns upon her ; — ^that he had 
heard from a clo(et window where he was 
fitting) two of them lay the plot for carry* 
ing her ofi^in a hackney-coach I and added, 
that being ftruck widi horror at the foul 
intention, he had contrived, by the means 
of his fifter, to get her out of their power; 
— •* For, faid he, I know one of them to 
«« be fo bloody a villain, that had I gone 
•< out myfdf, I muft have fallen a facri* 
^ fice (^ theo* refentment. 
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Miis Betfy was quite conrounded ; (he 
knew not how. to queftion the veracity of 
a.nobJeman, who jcould have no view or 
iptereft to deqciTC her, yet it was equally 
incongruous to her^ ^hat Mr. Bloomacre 
could har)3our. any defigns upon her of that 
(brt ^is. lordfiiip mentionod;' — (he had 
feveral times been in.conipany with th^t 
gcntkm.an, and he had never behaved .to- 
wards her in a manner which cQuid give 
her room to fufpedt he had any diftionour- 
^ble intentioiis towards hjer : r- but then, 
the treiatment ihe had received from the 

gpntlenianrcommoncr at Oxford reminded 
er, that men of an amorous complexion 
want only an opporrunity to fhew thofc 
inclinations^ which, indolence, or perhaps 
indelicacy, prevents them from attempting 
to gratify by affiduities and courtfhip. 

-After having taken fbme little time to 
CQufider what fhe (hould fay, (he replied, 
i;bat Ihe was infinitely obliged to bis lord- 
Ihip for the care he took of her, but might 
tfe very well amazed to hear thofe gentle- 
men had any ill defigns upon her, two of 
whom were perfeft ftrangers to her, and 
the other often vifitcd at the houfe where 
Ihe was boarded. As for the fending for 
^ ^Ofich, /he faid it was b^ \\^i o^t^ d^^te^ 
} chair could be ptocuttd \ ?kxA%di^^^^ 
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•that if his lohifliip had rio other reafon to 
Apprehend any ill was meant to her, ihe 
could not, without injuftice, forbear to 
clear up the xnillakie. 

Lord was a litlTe confounded 

at thefe wbrds, but foon recovering hini- 
felf, tdld her that fhe knew hot the real 
charadter of the perfons fhe had Been with j; 
— that Bloomacre was one of the greateft 
libertines in the world ;— * that though Ih'e 
might agree to have a coach fent for, fhlc 
could not be fure to what plsToe it niigt)C 
carry her ; and that he heard two of then)^ 
urtiile the third ^as entertaining her, fpea^ 
to each other in a manner which convinced 
him the mod villainous contrivance was 
about to be praftifed on her. 

A loud knocking at the door now m- 
terrupted their difcourfe 5 —both his lord- 
(hip and his fitter feenied terribly alarm'd, 
— ^ all the fervants were called, and charge 
given not to open the door upon any ac^ 
count, — to bar up the Ibwer windows^ 
ftnd to give anfwers from thofc above, to 
whoever Was there. — 7 he knocking con-, 
tinucd with greater violence than it began, 
and Mifs Betfy heard the gcntlemens 
Toices talking to the fervant*, aind though 
Ihe could not diftir gaifli what they faid, 
found there were vtx^ Vvv^h^w^nX*^:^^^^ 
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them.— My lord's filler ran into the half 
to liftcn, then came back, cqring, *< O 
** what terrible oaths ! — I am afraid they 
*« will break open the door/* — *' No^ 

« replied lord » it is too ftfong 

«« for that •, — but I wifti we had been fa 
^* wife as to fend for a conftable.*' One 
c^ the firrvants came down and repeated 
what their young lady, had faid ; 'adding, 
that the gentlemen fwore they would not 
leave the place 'till they had fpbke with 
the lady, who they faid had been trepann'd 
into that houfe ;— on this, ** Suppofe, 
^^ my lord, faid Mifi Betfy, I go to the 
V door^ and tell tbein that I will not go 
«* with them.** — ** No, madam» aiw 

•* fweredLord , I cannot confeiu: 

«« my door Ihould be opened to fuch 
•• rufiians ; for, bcfides that they would 
** certainly feize, and carry you oflF by 
•« force, I know not what mifchief they 
♦• might do my' poor men, fcr having 
^< at firft refufcd them entrance/* — She 
" then faid fhe would go up to the win- 
dow^ and anfwer them from thence ; but 
he would not fufFer her to be feen by them 
si all, and to keep her from infifting 
on it, told her a great many (lories of 
rapes, and other mifchiefs, that had been 
perpetrated by Bloomacre, and thofc he 
kept company with, . 
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All this did not give Mifs Bctfy thofe 
terrors, which, it is very plain his lordfhip 
and filler endeavoured to infpire her with, 
yet would ihr (ay no more of appearing 
to the gentlemen, as fhe found he was lo 
averfe to it. 

At length the knocking ceafed, and one 
of the footmen came down, and faid, that 
thofe who had given his lordfhip this dif- 
turbance had withdrawn from the door, 
and he believed were gone quite out of the 
Cloiilers; — but this intelligence did not 
fadsfy Lx>rd ■■ ' ■■■ ; he either was, or 
pretended to be, in fear, thai they were 
fiill ikulking in fome comer, and would 
ru(h in if once they faw the door opened. 
— There was ftill the fame difficulty as 
ever, how Mife Betfy fhould get home j 
-— that is, how flie ihoiild get fafely out 
of the houie^ for the rain beinfl; over, the 
fervants faid they did not doubt but they 
ihouid be abk ta procure a chair or coach : 
-» after much debating on this matter, ic 
. was thui comrived* 

Lord — — had a wrndow that looked 
into the yard of one of the prebendaries, 
-—a footman was to go out or the window 
to the back door of that reverend divine, 
rchtc the whole ftot^ ^ agc^ \^^\r»^ ^s^ 
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go through his houfc : — this rcqueft be- 
. ipg granted) the footman wenr,^ and re- 
turned ia lels than half an hour, with die 
Vrelcome news, that a chaic was^-eady,^ aiid 
waited in College*ftreet.«— Mifs Betfy had 
no way of paffing, but by the fam^ the 
footman had done, which (he eafily did, 
^ by bfting lifted by my lord into the win- 
^ dp w, and .deifcending fropi it by the help 
of (pme/fteps placed on the other fide by 
theiervants of the Prebendary. 

It wQuld be fuperfluous to trpuble the 
leader with any ipeeches made, by Lord 
^ r^ — :— r., and tus fiftcr to Mils Betfy, or 
' the replieiB (he made to the;m ; I (hall only 
.fay, that pairing through his houiib, and 
[ the College-garden, at the door of which 
* the chair attended, (he went into it,: pre- 
ceded by Lord ■ 's footman, muffled 

vp in a cloak, and without a flambeau, to 

Erevent being known, in c?tfe Ihe Ihould 
e met by Bloomacre, or either of . his 
.companions: and with this, equipage Ihe 
'^Wived fafe at home, thpugli oQi;. without 
a mind ftrangely perplexed at Uie meaning 
of this adventure. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

€fsves an ixplanathn of the former^ with other 
particulars J more agreeable to the reader in 
the repetition^ than to the perfoni concerned in 
them* 

3 XT was near ten o'clock when Mifs Bctfy 
[^ came home, and Mr.'GooctAian, who 
ad been very uneafy at her ftaying .out 
rdb 'late, tfpeCially ias flic was' alone, was 
. equally rejoiced at 'her 'rtturn 5 but as 
I well as Lady Mellafin, was furprifed 60 
hearing by what accident ihe hkd been 
- detair!^d ; — they knew' not how to j ud^c 
^•f it, — there was ho drcmiiftaricie in the 
' whole affair which could inakc thcin 
'think Mr. Bloomacre bad iny defigns bf 
the fort Lord ■ had fqggefted ; 

yet did Mr. Goodmian think, himfelf 
obliged, as the young fady*! guardian,^ tQ 
' go to that gentleman, and have fdme taik 
with hito cbnceniing what had j^iRed, 
—T- Accordingly he went the next mdrh* 
ing to his houfe, but not fiicling hibi' at 
home, left word with his fcrvant that he 
"dcfired to fpeak with him as loon as pof- 
fible : — he came not, however; the Whbte 
^a/i nor feht any mcfli^ %^ ette&t.'^N 
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not doing (b, and this negleft gave Mr. 
Goodman, and Mifs Beefy berfelf, (bme 
room to fufpeft^ he was no lefs guilty 
than he had been reprefented, (ince had 
he been perfeflly innocent, it fcemcd rca« 
fonable to them, to think he would have 
come, even of his own accord, to have 
learned of Mils Betfy the motive of her 
leaving him in fo abrupt and t^d a man* 
oer : — but how much they wronged him 
will prefently appear9 and (hey were after^ 
warw convinced. 

There was an implacable animoHty be- 
tween Lord -^•*^— and Mr. Bloomacrtf 
on account cf the former's pretending a 
right to (bme lands which the other held, 
and could not be difpoffc6*d of by law.*— 
As his lordfhip knew Mr. Bloomacre was 
not of a difjpofition to bear an afironc 
tamely, he had no other way to vent hia 
ipleen agatnft him, than by villi fying and 
traducing him in all companies he canae 
into; but this he took c-^re to do in (b 
art'ula manner, a; to be enabled e?iher to 
evade, or render what he faid impoITible to 
be proved, in cafe he were called to. a^ 
account for it. 

The affair of Mifs Betfy, innocent as it 
M[as^ he thought ^a.ve him an excellent op- ; 
^rtunity oi g,r4t\l£^'\n^Vi%m^«\--^ 
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went early the next morning to the Dean, 
complained of an infult oflfered to his houfe 
by Mr. Bloomacre, on the fcore of his 
^er having brought in a young lady, 
vf bom that gentleman had detained in the 
dpifters, and was going to carry off^ by 
the aflTiftance of fome friends he had with 
him^ in a hackney coach. 

The Dean, who was alfo a Biftop, was 
extremely inpenfed, as well he might, at 
fo glaring a profanation of that facred 

place; and the moment Lord had 

taken his leave, fent for Mr. Bloomacre 
to come to him.— That getitkman imme- 
diately obeying the fummons, the fiifhop 
began to reprimand him in terms, which 
the occafion feemed to require from a per- 
fon of his function and authority : *— Mr. 
Bloomacre could not forbear interrupting 
him, though with the greaceft ref|)ed, 
faying nothing could be more falfe and 
bafe, than fuch an accufation; <-— that 
whoever had given fuch an information 
Was a villain, and merited to be ufed as 

fuch. The prelate, iceing him in this 

heat, would not mention the name of his 
aeeufer-, but replied cooly, that it was' 
pollible he might be wronged ; but to con* 
vince him that he was fo, he muft relate 
to him the whole truth of the ftory, and 
on what, grounds a comt&>xct ^^ xcwx^s^ v^ 
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the di&dyantage of his reputadon had 
been formed. — Oh which Mr. Bloomacre ! 
repeated every thing that had^paffcd; 
and added, that he was well acquainted ; 
with the family where the young fady 
was boarded, and that he was certain fhe ] 
would appear in perfon to juftify him in ' 
this point, if his Lordfhtp thought it 
proper. — *' But, faid the Bi(hop,^l hear 

•' you affronted the Lord , by 

«< (hundering at his door, and abufing his ^ 
*« fervants.**— •« No, my Lord^ ahfwered 
«< Mr. Bloomacre, Lord — - — , though : 
•« far from being my friend, will not dart 
<< to alledge any fuch thing agaipit mCi 
«* We were indeed a little furpriftd to fee 
•« the young lady, who was with us, ' 
«' (hatched away in fo odd a manner by 
*« his After, who we eafily perceived had 
*« not the leaft acquaintance with her.— 
-** We continued walking, however, in . . 
** the cloifter, 'till the man whom we had 
*« fcnt for a coach returned, and told us, 
** he had got one, and that it waited at ' 
" the gate. -— We then, indeed, . knock- 
«• cd at Lord .— — — *s door, and being 
•* aofwered from the windows by the fcr- 
** vants, in a rery impertinept manner, ; 
«* I believe we might utter fomc vrords ■ 
•♦ not very refpeAfirf, Either of his Lord- \ 
'■ ftip or bis fitter,, whofc behaviour in 
" • • " thU 
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^* this affair I am as yet entirely ignoranC. 
f' how to account for.'* 

The Bifhop paufcd a confidcrable timet 
but on Mri Bloomacre*3 repeating what 
he" had iaid before, concerning bringing 
the lady herfelf to vouch the truth of what 
he had relaced to his Lordlhip, replied, 
that thtre was no occalion for troubling 
cither her or himfelf any farther;— that 
he believed there had been fome miftake 
in the bufinefs, and that he fiiould think 
no' more of ic ; on if^hich Mr. Bloomacre 
took his leave. 

Though the Bilhop had not motioned 

the name of Lord ^— to Mr. Bloom* 

acre, as the perfon who had brought this 
complaint againfl him, yet he was very 
certain, by all circumftances, that he could 
be indebted to.no other for fuch a piece of 
low malice; and this, joined to fome other 
provocations he had received from the ill* 
wilt of that nobleman, made him refolve 
to do himfelf juftice. 

He went dircdly from the deaiiery in 
fcarch of the two gentlemen who had beea 
with him m.thc Abbey when he happened 
to tiieet Mifs Betiy, aind haying found 
them both,they went toa uVern together^ 

in order to comult oh whM was proper td 

'••'**■•■'■' • *• ^ 



/ 
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be done, for the chaftifement of Lord 
•— — *s folly and ill-nature. 

Both 6f them agreed with Mr. Bloom* 
acre, that he ought to demand that fatts* 
fadion, which every gentleman has a right 
to ex{>ed from any one who has injured 
him, of what degree foever he be, except* 
ing thofe of royal blood.— Each of them 
was fo eager to be his fecond in this affair, 
that they were obli^d to draw lots jFor 
the determination ofthe choice^—- he who 
had the ill luck, as he called it, to draw 
the Ihorteft cur, would needs oblige them 
to let him be the bearer of the challengCt 
that he might at Icafl: have fome ihare 
in infli£Hng the puniftiment, which the 
behaviour of that unworthy Lord fo juftfy 
mericed. 

The challenge was wrote, — the place 
appointed for meeting was the field behind 
Montague Houfe \ but the gentleman who 
carried it brought no anfwer back, his 
Lordfhip telling him only that he would 
confider on the matter, and let Mr. Bloom* 
acre know his intentions. 

Mr. Bloomacre as the principal, and 
the other as htsiecond, were fo enraged 
at this, that the btter refolved to go him- 
fel^ andioTCf a more categorical anfwer. 

He 
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—He did fo, and Lord having 

had time to confulc his brother, and, as 
it is faid, fome other friends, told him, 
he accepted the challenge, and would be 
ready with his fecond at the time and placd 
appointed in it. 

' Mr. Bloomacre did not go home that 
whole day, therefore knew nothing of the 
meffage that had been left for him by Mr. 
Goodman, 'till it was too late to comply 
with it; but this feeming remiflhefs in 
him, was not all that troubled the mind 
of that open and honeft-hearced guardian 
of Mifs Betfy.— Mr. Trueworth and Mr. 
Staple had both been at his houfe the day 
before : — the former, on hearing his mil- 
trefs was abroad, left only his compli- 
^ments, and went away, though very much 
prelled to come in by Mifs Flora, who 
Teeing bim through the parlour window, 
ran to the door herfelf, and intreated he 
would pafs the evening there :<--Mr.St^le 
came the moment after, and met his rival 
coming down the fteps that led up to 
the door ; — Mr. Trueworth faluted him 
in pafHng with the ufual complaifance^ 
which the other returned in a veiry cool 
' manner, and knocked haftily at the door, 
•* — I imagine, (faid he tp the footman 
** who opened it) that Mifs Bctfy is 
« not at homei by that gentleman's hav- 
. Vol.. !• N " ini 
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^ ing fo early taken leave ; but I woulcl 
•« fpeak with Mr. Goodman, if he be at 
*' Icifure.'* 

He was then fhewed into the back par^ 
lour, which was the room where Mu 
Goodman generally received thofe pcr- 
ibns who came to him upon bufinefs :— <• 
on hearing who it was that aiked for hinit 
he was a little furprifed, and defired he 
would walk up fbirs ; but Mr. Staple not 
knowing but there mi^ht be company 
above, returned for anlwer, that he had 
no more than a word or two to fay to 
him, and that muft be in private; on 
which the other immediately came down 
to him. 

This young lover having by accident 
been informed, not only that Mr, True- 
worth made his addrefles to Mifs Betfy^ 
Ibut alfo that it Was with him (he had been 
^'engaged during all that time he had been 
'deprived of feeing her, thought it proper 
to talk with Mr. Goodman, concerning 
this new obftacle to his wilhes; — that 
'worthy gentleman was extremely troubled 
to be queftioned on ah aflfair, on which 
! he had given Mifs Betfy his word not to 
interfere, but finding himfelf very much 
.prc^d by aperfon whofe paffion he. had 
encouraged) and who was the ion of one 

H(ith 
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with whom he had lived in a long friend- 
flitp, he frankly confeffed to him, that Mr. 
Trucworth was indeed recommended to 
Mifs Betfy by her brother 5 — told him, 
he was forrv the thing had happened fo, 
.but had nothing farther to do With it -r— 
that the young lady was at her ownT dif- 
pofaU as to the article of marriage ; — that 
ne was ignorant how flie would determine, 
md that it mud be from herfelf alone he 
could learn what it was he might expeft 
or hope. 

Mr. Staple received little fatisfadtion 
from what Mr. Goodman had faid, but re- 
folved to take his advice, and if poflible 
bring Mifs Betfy to fome eclaircifemcnt of 
the fate he was to hope or fear —Accord- 
ingly he came the next morning to vifit her: 
•r-a liberty Jie had never taken, nor would 
now, if he. had not defpaired ot finding 
her in the afternoon. 

She gave herfelf, however, no airs of 
refentment on that account, but when he 
began to teftify his difcontent concerning 
Mr. Trueworth, and the apprehenfions he 
had of his haWhg gained tne preference in 
her heart, though the laft who- had folli* 
cited that happinefs, Ihe replied, in the 
moil: haughty tone, that fhe was furprifed 
at the fivcdom he took with l^t *, -- ^-i^x 
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fhe was, and ever would be, miftrefs of her 
adions and fencimencs, and no man had a 
right to pry into either; and concluded 
with faying, that (he was forry the civili* 
ties (he had treated him with, (hould make 
him imagine he had a privilege of finding 
fault with thofe (he (hew*d to others. 

It is not to be doubted but that he made 
life of all the arguments in his power to 
convince her, that a true and perfeft paf- 
fion was never unaccompanied with jealous 
fears •, — he acknowledged the 'merits of 
Mr. Trueworthv '^ bur, added he, the 
** more he is po(refs*d of,^ the . more dan- 
*' gerous he is to my hopes ;'* — and then 
begged her to confider the torments he had 
fuffered, while being fo long deprived of 
her prcfence, and knowing, at the fame 
time, a rival was ble(red with it. 

Mifs Bctfy was not at this time in a hu- 
mour either to be perfwaded by the rea- 
fons, or foftened by the fubmiflions of her 
lover, and poor Mr. Staple, after having 
urged all that love, wit, defpair, and grief 
could diftate, was obliged to depart more 
difiatisfied than he came. 

In going out he faw Mr. Goodman in 
the parlour, who gave him the good morn- 
ing as he pafs'd; — *! A fad one it has 
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•* been to me,** anfwered he, with fome- ^ 
what of horror in his countenance ; " but 
•« I will not endure the rack of many fuch.*' 
— With thcfe words he flung out of the 
houfe, in order to go about what perhaps 
the rea4er is not at a lois to guefs at. 



CHAP. XXII. 

A duel hegun^ and anothir fought in tbi fam$ 
mormng, on Mifs Betffs account^ are her§ 
related J with the manner in, which the dif^ 
ferent antagonijls behaved to each other. 

V If TELL may the iGod of Love be 
y \ painted blind ! — thofe devoted to 
his influence are feldom capable of feeing 
things as they truly are ; — the fmalleft f a^ 
vour elates them with imaginary hopes,aad 
the leail coolnefs (inks them into defpair : 
«— their joys, — their griefs, — their fears 
more frequently fpring from ideal than 
cfFeftive caufes. — Mr. Staple judgeti not, 
that Mifs Betfy refufed to cafe his' jealous 
apprehcnfions on the fcore of Mr. True- 
.worth, becaufe it was her natural temper 
to give pain to thofe that loved her^ bfit 
becaufe fhe had really an affeftion for that 
gentleman,— looking on himfcif therefore 
fii now abandoned to all hope, rage an 

N 3 \^NW 
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revenge took the whole poflbfiion of hit' 
foul, and chafed away the fofter emotion9[ 
thence. 

Having heard Mr. Trueworth fay he 
lodged in Pall-Mail, he went to the Cocoa- 
Tree, and there informing himfclf of the 
particular houfe where his rival might be 
itii> d, fat down and wrote the following 
billet. 

To Charles Trueworth, Efqj 

« S I R, 
^* BO TH our wilhes tend to the poF- 
*^ feffion ot one beautiful obje<^; — both 
•* cannot be happy in the accomplilhnient; 
*t — it is fit therefore the fword fliould de* 
•' cide the difference between us, and put 
«* an end to thofc pretenfipns on the one 
** fide or the other, which it i& not pro* 
** bable either of us will otherwife recede 
" from. In confidence of your comply* 
*« ing with this propoial, I (halt attend 
«• you in the Green Park, between thf 
** hours of feven and eight to-morrow 
•• morning ; — as the affair concerns onl^ 
«< tnirfelves, I think it both needlefs and 
«* unjuft to engage any of our friends in 
•« it, fo (hall come alone, and expeft you 
** will do the fame to, fir, 

^^ Your humble fervant. 



HilSS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 271 

IVJr. Trqaworth was, at home, and on 
receiving thiS| iipmediately, and witho^ 
the leaft hefitation/ wrote, and feht back by 
the fame me£R:nger> the following anfwer : 

To T. Staple, Efqj 

« S I R, 

•^ THOUGH I cannot but think the 
•* decifion of our fate ought to be left 
*• entirely to the lady herfclf, to whom, 
V whatever be the fortune of the fword, it 
«« ' muft at laft be referred 5 yet as I cannot, 
•• without being guilty of injuftice to m/ 
^* own honour and pretenlipns, refufe you 
*^ the fatisfaftion you require, ihall not fail 
•* to meet you a,t the time and place men- 
$* tioned in yours, *till when^ lam, fir» 

•* Your humble fcrvant, 

•« C. Trurwor,th/V 

By the. ftile of thls^ letter it may be eafily 
perceived that Mr. True worth was not 
very w^U plpafcd with this combat, though 
the greatnefs, of his courage and fpirit 
would not permit him to harbour the 
leaft thought of avoiding it; yet what- 
ever his thoughts were on this occafion^ 
he vifited Mifs Betfy the fame day, and 
difcoyered no pa^ of them in his counte- 
nance;, -T- hia bchaviow^ q\v \!m^ ^^«&v»:^% 
1^ ^ ^^ 
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was rather more fprightly than ufual : --* 
he propofed to the two young ladies to 
go on fome party of pleafure. Mifs 
Betfy anfwered, with her accuftomM free- 
dom, that (he fhould like it very well : 
but Mifs Flora, who had been for three 
or four days paft very fullen and ill-hu- 
moured, faid one minute fhe would go^and 
the next that (he would not, and gavjB 
herfelf fuch odd and capricious airs, that 
Mifs Betfy told her fhe believed her head 
was turned : to which the other replied^ 
tartly, that if the diftemper was catching, 
it would be no wonder (he (hould be inr 
fefted, having it always fo near her. « 
Mifs Betfy replied, that (he knew no 
greater proof of madneft, than to punilh 
one's felf in thie hope of mortifying an- 
other; — " but that (hall never be my 
** cafe, continued (he, as you will find.'* 
Then turning to Mr. Trueworth, '« If 
«« you will accept of my company, with- 
«« out Mifs Flora, faid (he laughing, 
" we will take a walk into the Park.'* 
-^ It is not to be doubted but that the 
lover gladly embraced this opportunity 
of having his miftrefs to himfelf. - — . 
«* 'Tis like Mifs Betfy Thoughtlefs, 
«* cried Mifs Flora, and only like her- 
«* felf, to go abroad with a man alone*'* 
— Mifs Betfy regarded not this re- 
proach. but catching \x^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
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gJovcs, gave Mr. Trueworth her hand to 
lead her where (he had propofed, leaving 
the other fo full of fpitc, that the tears 
guflied from her eyes. 

'Tis likely, the reader will be pretty much 
furprifed, that Mifs Flora, who had always 
feemed more ready than even Mifs Betfy 
hcrfelf, to accept gf invitations of the fort 
Mr. Tiue worth had made, ftiould now all 
at once become fo averfe ; but his curiofity 
for an explanation of this matter muft be 
for a whii^ poftponed, others, for which 
he may be equally impatient, requiring to 
be firft difcuffed. 

Two duels having been agreed upon to 
be fought oh the fame morning,the refpeft 
due to the quality of Lord — , demands 
we (hould give that wherein he was con- 
cerned the preference in the repetition. 

^ The hour appointed being arrived Lord 
and his brother came into the 



field, —Mr. Bloomacre and his friend ap- 
peared immediately after.-: — '* You are 
** the perfons, faid Lord , in an 

*• exulting rone, who made the invititior, 
*« but we arc the firft at table.'* — 'Tis 
•^ not yet paft the time, replied Bloom- 
*• acre, looking on his watch, but the later 
" we come, the more eagj^tVj ^'t^AV^-^V 
** to/* In that mftaxxx 2\\ \^^\x V^^'^^'^ 



I 
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were drawn; but they bad fcaroe time to 
exchange one thruft before a poffe of coo- 
ilables» with their afiiftants, armed with 
ftaves and clubs, ruQied in between them^ 
beat down their weapons^ and earned them 
all four to the houie of the High-Bailiff 
of Weftminfter, 

That gentleman, by virtue of his office^ 
made a ftrift examination into what had 
pafTed, and having heard what both parties 
had to fay, feverely reprimanded the one 
for having given the provocation, and 
the other for the manner in which it was 
refented : — he told them he had a right, in 
order to prefer ve the peace of Weftminfter, 
and the liberties of it, to demand, that they 
Ihould find furcties for their future beha« 
viour, but in regard to the quality and 
charadker, he would infift on no more than 
their own word and honour, that the thing 
jhould be mutually forgot, and that no- 
thing of the fame kind, which new had 
been happily prevented, fliould hereafter 
be attempted. 

• Lord ■ ■■■ fubmitted to this in- 

jundion with a great deal of readinefs, and 

Mr. Bloomacrc feeing no other remedy, 

did the fame; after which the High Bai- 

JifF obJigtd them to etrvbtace, in token of 

the fincerity of t\vt\r ttcdwc^u^Yi. 
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Thus ended an affair which had threat- 
ened fuch terrible confequences. It made 
however a very great noife, and the dif- 
courfe upon it was no way to the advan- 
tage of Lord 's charafter, either 

for generofity or courage. — Let us ntow fee 
the fequel of the challenge fent by Mr, 
Staple to Mr. Trueworth. 

Thefe gentlemen met almoft at the fame 
time, in the place the challenger had ap- 
pointed: — few words fcrvcd to uflier in 
the execution of the fatal purpofe ; Mr. 
Staple only faid, — *« Come on, fir, — 
•* Love is the word, and Mifs Bctfy 
^« Thoughtlefs be the vigor's prize.'*— 
with thete words he drew his fword, -—- 
Mr. Trueworth alfo drew his, and (land- 
ing on his defence, feeing the other was 
atout to puQi, cried, — " Hold, fir ! -^ 
•* your better fortune may triumph over 
«• my life, but never make me yield up 
^« my pretenfions to that amiable lady: 
•* —if I die, I die her martyr, and wifh 
•• not to live but in the hope of ferving 
•• her.**— Thefe words making Mr. Staple 
imagine, that his rival had indeed the 
greateft encouragement to hope every 
thing, added to the fury he was before 

Eoffefled of, " Die then her martyr,** faid 
e, and running upon him with more 
force than fldU> rectWtdL ^^x^v^wssv^ 
1^ 6 ^ 
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in his * own . breaily while aiming at the 
other's heart. 

It would be needlefs to mention all the 
particulars of this combat, — I fhall only 
fay, that the too great eagernefs of Mr. 
Suple gave the other an advantage over 
him, which muft have been fatal to him 
from a lefi generous enemy ; but the tem- 
perate Mr. Trueworth feemed to take an 
equal care to avoid hurting his rival, as 
to avoid being hurt by him 5 — feeing, 
however, that he was about to make a 
furious pufh at him, he ran in between, 
doled with him, and Mr. Staple's foot 
happening to flip, he fell at full length 
.upon the earth, his fword at the fame 
time dropped out of his hand, which Mr. 
Trueworth took up, — " The vidtory is 
*^ yours, cried he ; take alfo my life, for I 
** difdain to keep it." — ** No, replied Mr. 
•* Trueworth, I equally diidain to take 
** an advantage, which meer chance has 
•* given me: — rife, fir, and let us finifli 
** the difpute between us, as become 
«• men of honour/* — With thefe words 
he returned him his fword. — ** I fliould 
*• be unworthy to be ranked among that 
*' number, faid Mr. Staple, on receiving 
" it, to employ this weapon againft the 
•* breaft,whofe generofity reftorcd it, were 
." any thing but Mifs Betfy at ftake ; 

but 
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€« _ but what is life ! — what is even 
«« honour^ without the hope of her ! — 
*^ I therefore accept vour noble offer, and 
«< death or conqueft be my lot !** — They 
renewed the engagement with greater vio- 
lence than before : — after feveraJ paffes, 
all Mr. Trueworth's dexterity could not 
hinder him from receiving a wound oil 
his left fide, but he gave the other at 
the fame time, fo deep a one in his right 
arm, that it deprived him in an inftant 
of the power of continuing the fight ; on 
which Mr. Trueworth dropping the point 
of his fword, ran to him, ** I am lorry^ 
** fir, faid he, for the accident that has 
*• happened ;— I fee you are much' 
•* hurt, — permit me to aflift you as well 
'< as I am able, and attend you where 
•* proper care may be taken <rf you.*'— 
«< I do not deferve this goodnefs, an- 
** fwered Mr. Staple, but it is the will of 
<' heaven that you fliould vanquifh every 
*• way.'* 

Mr. Trueworth then feeing the blood 
run quite down upon his hand, ftripped 
up the fleeve, and bound the wound from 
which it ifTued, as tight as he could with 
his handkerchief, after which they went 
together to an eminent furgeon near Pic- 
cadilly. — On examination of his wounds, 
neither that in his arm, nor in his breait, 

appearc ^ 
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appeared to be at all dangerous, die flelh 
being only, pierced, and no artery or ten- 
don touched, -r- Mr. Tnieworth feemed 
only aflidMOus in his cares for the hurts 
he had given bis rhral, without mendon- 
ing the leaft m)rd of that which he had 
received himfelf, 'till ai\ elderly gentle* 
nan, who happened to be with the furgeon 
when they came in, and had all the time 
been preient, perceiving fome blood upon 
the fide of his coat, a little above the hip^ 
cried out, *• Sir, you negleft yourfelf. — 
«* 1 fear you have not efcaped unhurt/*-— 
<< A tri£k, faid Mr. Tnieworth, a meer 
•* fcratch, I believe ; — *tis time tinough 
•* to think of that."— Nor would he futter 
the furgeon, though he bled very faft, ta 
come near him, 'till he had done with 
Mr, Suple. — It was indeed, but a (light 
wound which Mr.Trueworth had received, 
though happcnbg among a knot of veins, 
cccafioned the efiiifion of a pretty deal of 
blood, for the (topping of which the fur- 
geon applied an immediate remedy, and 
told him that it required little for a cure 
befides keeping it from the air, 

Mr. Suple, who had been deeply af- 

fefted with the concern this generous 

enemy had expreffcd for him, was equally 

rejoiced at hearing the wound he had 

jgiVien him would be axuajaicd^^v^Jcwtv^^a.^ 
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confequences^ «^ Every tbing that w^u 
needful being done for bodv the dd gen- 
tleman prevailed upon them t& go with 
him to a tavern a few doors off, having 
firft obumed the fucgeon*s leavc» who told 
him a gla& or two of wine could be of 
not prejudice co either. 

Thi3 good-natured gentfemaBnr, who was 
called Mr. Cbatfree, ufed to» come fre- 
auendy to Mr. Goodman's houfe». had 
fome knowledge of Mr. Staple,, and tho' 
he was wholly unacquainted with Mr. Truc- 
worthy conceived fo great an effasem for 
him, from his behaviour towards the per- 
fon he had fought with, that he thought he 
could not do a more meritorious aftion, 
than to reconcile to each c^her twa fucb 
Worthy perfons. •<* What effeA his en<fea« 
vours, or rather their own noblenefi of ieatit- 
ments produced| iball prefently be ihewg» 



CHAP. xxin. 

Jm$ng other things mcejfary to he told^ givis an 
^ccoum cf the fuceefs of a flot laid by Mr. 
Chatfra^ for the difcovery of Mifs Betffs 
realfentiments. 

THOUGH Mr. Goodman had as yet 
no intimailoti^ oi xVwt» vL^A^^iKi. ^ 
that mornings ytt V4» V^ tx\x«cw^ ^ 
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cafy ; — the looks, as well as words of 
Mr. Staple, in going out of his houfe the 
day before, were continually in his mind, 
and he could not forbear apprehending 
fome fatal confequence would, one time 
or other, attend the levity of Mifs Betfy's 
behaviour and conduft in regard - to her 
admirers ; he was alfo both furprifed,and 
vexed that Mn Bloomacre, from /whom 
he expeftcd an explanation of the Weft- 
minfter-abbey adventure, had not come 
according to his requeft. —This laft mo- 
tive of his difquiet was, however, fpon re- 
moved : Mr, Bloomacre was no lefs impa- 
tient to clear himfelf of all blame concern- 
ing the tranfaftions of that night, had no 

fooner finiAedhis affair with Lord , 

and was difmifled by the high-bailifF, than 
he came directly to Mr. Goodman^s, and 
recited to him, and all the ladies, the 
whole of what had pafled. 

Mifs Betfy laugh*d prodlgioufly, but 
Mr. Goodwian (hook his head, on hearing 
the particulars related by Mr. Bloomacre, 
and, after that gentleman was gone, re- 
proved, as he thought it his duty to do, 
the inconfideratencfs of her conduft : — 
he told her, that as (he was alone, Ihe 
ought to have left the abbey as foon as 
divine fervicc was cudtds — xh^t.for a 
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jperfon of her fex, age, and appearance, to 
walk in a place where there were always 
a great concourle of young fparks, who 
came for no other purpofe than to make 
remarks upon the ladies, could not but 
be looked on as very odd by all who faw 
her. — " There was no rain, faid he, 'till 
** a long time after the fervice was ended, 
•• and you might then, in all probability, 
^* have got a chair ; of if not, the walk 
** over the Park cduld not have been a 
•* very great fatigue," 

Mifi Betfy blufh'd extremely; Hot thro^ 
a confcious (hame of imagining what (he 
had done deferved the leaft rebuke, but 
becaufc'her fpirit, yet unbroke,* couM 
not bear controul i — (he replied, that 
as flie meant no ill, thole who cenfured 
her were rtioft in fault. — ^*< That is very 
'*« true, anfwered Mr. Goodman j but, 
** my dear child, you cannot but know 
** it is a fault which too many in the 
** world are guilty of. — I doubt not of 
•' your innocence, but would have you 
•• confider, that reputation is alfo of fomc 
♦* value : — that the honour of a young 
«* maid like you, is a flower of fo tender 
«* and delicate a nature, that the leaft 
*« breath of fcandal withers and deftroys 
** it. — In fine, that it is not ^oa^^ tj^ 
^ be good, without bdwrov'^mWi^ ^ 
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^* manner as to make others acknowlege 
♦« us to be fo." 

Mifs Betfy had too much underflandinff 
hot to be fenfible what her guardian faid 
on this occafion was perfectly juft; and 
alio that he had a right to offer his advice, 
whenever her condufi: rendered it necef^ 
fary ; but could not help beins vexed^ thgiC 
any thing Ihe did fhpmd be liable to cen« 
fure» as me thought it merited none: -^ 
ihe made no farther reply, however to what 
JAr. Goodman faid, tho' he continued his 
remonftrjancest and provable would have 
gone on much longer, if not interrupted 
by the coming in of Mr. Chatfrce.— This 
gentleman having parted fi-om the two 
wounded rivals, came dire£lly to Mr. Good- 
man's, in order to fee how Mils Betly would 
receive the intelligence he had to bring her. 

After paying his compliments to Mn 
Goodman, and the other ladies, he came 
cowards Mils Betfy, and looking on her 
with a more than ordinary earneftnefs in 
his countenance, ^^ Ah, madam, faid he, 
** I (ball never hereafter fee you without 
«^ remembring what Cowley fays of a lady 
** who might, I fuppofe, be like you : 

<* So fatal, and withal fo fair, 

<* We're told dcftxoYvc^^^»?jJ^^^^ 
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Though Mifs Betfy was not at that time 
in a humour to have any great relifh for. 
raillery, yet (he could not forbear reply- 
ing to what this old gentleman (aid, in 
the manner in which (he imagined he 
fpoke. ^— " You arc at leaft paft the agQ 
*'' of being deftroyed by iany weapons I 
•* carry about me, cried (he j — but pray 
^* what meaning have you in this terrible 
^' fimilc?'* — " My meaning. is as terrible 
** as the (imile, anfwered he ; and thougt^ 
" 1 believe y^u to be very much thQ fa-- 
** vouritie of heaven, I know nofchftw yoq 
** wiU atone for the mifchief you have 
*« been the occafion of this morning •, — 
<^ but k may be, continued hc^ you think 
!' it nothing that thofe murdering eyet 
* of yours have kt twa gentleo^ca a 
y figbtiDg.*' 

Mifs Betfy, fuppofmg no other than that 
he had heard of the quarrel between Mr« 
Bloomacre and Ldrd •• ' > ^ >■»»» replied 
merrily, «* Pray accufe my eyes of na fiieh 
•• thing,— they are very innocent I aflure 
«« you/* — *« YeS| (cried Mr. Goodmatt 
«< and Lady Mellafinat Che fame time) we 
«' can clear Mifi Betfy of this accufation.*^. 



"What! (rejoined Mr. Chatfrec, ha- 
^•ffily, ^•wasnot6At.Su^\^MA.^x.'^'«»<^^ 
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** worth rivals for her love ?" — " Mr* 
«« Staple and Mr. Trucworth," faid Mifs 
Betfy in a good deal of confternation, 
" pray what of them !'* " Oh ! the moft 
•• inveterate duel, anfwered he ; they 
** fought above half an hour, and poor Mr. 
•« Staple is dead of his wounds." — ^* Dead!** 
cried Mifs Betfy, with a. great fcream.— - 
Lady Mellafin and Mifs Flora feem'd very 
much alarmed ; but Mr. Goodman was 
ready to fink from his chair, till Mr. Chat« 
free, unfeen by Mifs Betfy, winked upon 
hioH in token that he was not in earneft 
in what he faid» 

The diftraftion in which this young lady 
now appeared, — the concern ftie exprefsM 
for Mr. Staple, and her indignation againfk 
Mr. Trueworth, would have made any 
one think the former had much the prefe- 
rence in her efteem, *till Mr. Chatfree, after 
having liftened to her exclamations on this 
fcore, cried out on a fudden, " Ah, ma- 
*^ dam, what a miftake has the confufion 
*• I was involved in made me guilty of. 
«* — Alas, I have deceived you, though 
*« without defigning to do fo, — Mr. itaplfe 
*« lives, it is Mr. Trueworth who has 
«' fallen a facrificc to his unfucccfsful paf- 
** fion for you." 
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«« Tnieworth dead ! cried Mifs Betfy, 
^* O God!-- and does his murderer live 
•* to triumph in the fall of ^the beft and 
•* moft accomplilhed men on earth ? — 
*< Oh ! may all the miferies that heaven 
** and earth can inflift, light on him ! — 
" Is he not fecured, Mr, Chatfree ? — Will 
V.he not be hanged ? 

Mr. Chatfree could hold his countenance 
no longer, but burfling into a violent fic 
of laughter, « Ah, Mifs Betfy ! — Mifi 
" Betly I faid he, I have caught you ? -— 
«« Mr. Trueworth I find then is the happy 
«« man." — « What do you mean, Mr. 
«« Chatfree ?** cried Mifs Betfy, very much 
amazed. — *« I beg your pardon, an- 
♦* fwered he, for the fright I have put 
«* you in; but be comforted, for Mr. 
^* Trueworth is not dead I aflure you, and 
«* I doubt not, lives as much your flave 
«« as ever.** — " I do not care what he is, 
<« if he is not dead, faid Mifs Betfy i but 
«< pray for what end did you invent this 
. «* fine ftory ?'* — " -Nay, madam, re- 
♦♦ fumed he, it is not altogether my own 
«« inventing neither •, for Mr. Trueworth 
«« and Mr.Maple have bad a duel this morn- 
«« ing, and both of them are. wounded, 
•• though not fodatv^txwSL^ ^\^^^^S2^- 
♦< cd, merely to tr^^ Vrj xJwt cwcwwww^^ 
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^ would ezprefs, which of them you were 
«< mod inclined cofavour, — and I ha^re 
<« done it i'faitb,— Mr, Trueworth is the 
** man/* 

Lady Mellafin, who had not fpoke du« 
ring all this converfation, now cried out^ 
«< Aye, Mr. Chatfree, we (hall fbon have 
«« a wedding, I believe/* — Believe, ma* 
•« dam, faid he^ why your ladyfliip may 
«« fwear it ;— for my part, I will not give 
«« above a fortnight for the conclufion, — 
«« and I wiU venture to wifli the fair bride 
*^ joy on the occafion, for he is a fine 
" gentleman, — a very fine gentleman 
^* indeed, and I think fhe could not have 
•* made a better choice/* With thefe 
words he wiped his mouth, and advanced 
to Mifs Betfy, in order to falute her; but 
pufhing him fcomfuUy back, <* None of 
•« your flights good Mr, Chatfrec, faid 
•< flie, if I thought you were in earneft, I 
•« would never fee the face of Mr. True- 
«* worth more/* 

This did not hinder the pleafant old 

gentleman from continuing his raillery; 

< •— he plainly told Mifs Betfy that fhe was 

in love, — that he faw the marks of it 

f;pon her, and that \t vra^ \tv vdn for her 

to deny it. — Lady lAt\U^\w\w^^^ n^x^ 

, hcaraly to fee the ftttlfiiv&^xvj h^^&\xv> 
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4tt hearing Mr. Chatfree talk in this man* 
ner •, but Mils Flora^ to whom one would 
imagine this fcene would have been divert* 
ing enough, never opened her lips to ut- 
ter one fy liable ; but made fuch grimaces^ 
as bad they been taken notice of, would 
have (hewn how little fhe was pleafed 
with it. 

Mr. Goodman had been fo mucbrftruck 
with the firft account given by Mr. Chat- 
iree, that he was not to be roufed by any 
thing that gentleman faid afterwards ; — 
he refleded, that though the confequences 
of the rencounter between the two rivals 
had been kfs fatal than he had been made 
to iniaginet yet it might have happened^ 
and indeed been naturally expeftedi he 
could not forbear therefore interrupting his 
friend's mirth, by remonftradng to Miis 
Betfy in the moft ferious terms, the great 
error (he was guilty* of, in encoura^g a 
plurality of lovers at the fame time:— - 
he told her, that gentlemen of Mr. True- 
worth's and Mr. Suple's char^^fter and 
fortune, ought not to be trifled with. 
«< Suppofe, faid he, that one or both of 
^* them had indeed been killed, how 
^< could you have anfwered toyourfelf, or 
^* to the world the having bpen the fad 
•• QccaSon.*[ • . 



